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Genre: Survival and Adventure Story

Estimated Grade Level:  3rd 

Estimated Interest Level: 2nd to 4th 

Plot:


This is a story about a child, Stanley, who is falsely accused for stealing a pair of sneakers and forced to go to a character building camp where they make the attendees dig holes all day exactly five feet wide and five feet deep.  But soon Stanley starts to realize this is not simply a camp for delinquents, the warden is apparently looking for something.  Pretty soon, Stanley cannot stand the heat and continuous digging so he runs off.  By the time he comes back, he has been acquitted of all the charges and is able to go home.  But since the warden thinks Stanley know something about he treasure that is supposed to be buried under the lake bed tries to sabotage his escape.  Stanley is able to thwart her and take the treasure for his family.

Characters:


Stanley:  He is a rather large, overweight child who has always been picked on at school.  He is falsely accused for stealing a pair of sneakers and forced to go to a delinquent camp and dig holes.  Here he makes some unlikely friends and tones up a bit and learns to stick up for himself.  He does show enough emotions to be considered a round character and he does change by the end of the book so he is also a dynamic character.
Conflict:


This is a man against man conflict where it is Stanley against the warden in the mistreating of youth and the search for a secret treasure.

Resolution:


After running away from the camp Stanley is able to expose the warden and retrieve the treasure and get back to his parents.
