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Genre: Magic or Tall Tale

Estimated Grade Level: 3rd or 4th
Estimated Interest Level: 1st and older

Plot:


Harry Potter is an eleven year old boy who is living with his aunt and uncle in England.  Only he is a wizard but doesn’t know it until a half giant half man, Hagrid, comes to pick him up for wizard school.  Upon this new information Harry is wisped off to a totally new life where he has friends, learns about his abilities, and has great adventures.  The great adventure this book is about is the wonderful, dreadful, life giving, gold creating sorcerer’s stone.  This is being protected in Harry’s new school, Hogwarts.  Harry and friends uncover a plot to steal the sorcerer’s stone and set out to stop the culprit.  After the adventure is done and the school year comes to a close Harry must go back to his home in England to live with his awful aunt, uncle, and cousin.
Characters:


Harry Potter:  A wonderfully magic boy who lost his parents to the dreaded Lord Voldemort and now lives with his aunt, uncle and cousin outside of London.  Not until his eleventh birthday does he find out he is a wizard when he is invited to attend a most prestigious wizard school, Hogwarts.  Here he makes many friends and is finally in a place where there are other kids like himself.  Throughout the book Harry expresses a number of emotions and there are apparent changes in his character so he is a round, dynamic protagonist.

Conflict:


The conflict in this book exists of a man against man struggle.  It is Harry verses Lord Voldemort and his pawns.  While this is a multi-faceted book with many other small conflicts this is the major and most played up.  
Resolution:


Harry is able to thwart Lord Voldemort and save the wizarding world from coming under the power of Lord Voldemort coming to life again.

Illustrations:


Mary GrandPré is the illustrator of this novel.  Since this is a chapter book there are no illustrations other than the cover and small drawings above the chapter headings at the beginning of each chapter.  The drawings with in the pages are created colorless but he cover is rather vivid and detailed.
