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Grade Level: 2nd – 3rd
ACTING OUT THE FOOD CHAIN
Curriculum Concept or Unit Area:  This lesson will take approximately 50 to 60 minutes.  It will cover the basics of carnivores and herbivores in relation to the food chain.  The students will be given examples of a food chain with using three or four plants (for the herbivores to eat) and animals and the students will be challenged to come up with their own examples.  The information will be presented to the students in the form of drama and mask or puppet making.  The students will be making masks or puppets and then acting out how their plant or animal would act.  In their group they will act out for the class their food chain.  The teacher will provide examples of each and lead the class in a short lecture/discussion to get the children thinking creatively about he food chain.

Goals/Objectives:  
1. TSW be able to define and understand the listed vocabulary below.
2. TSW participate in all the activities

3. TSW be able to recognize and give examples of carnivores and herbivores
4. TSW be able to answer related questions on an end of lesson worksheet or test
Materials:  White board or chalk board with dry erase markers or chalk, paper plates and paper bags, assorted, colored felt and construction paper, scissors, glue, markers, assorted 3-D objects to use creatively.
Formation of students for reception of information:  
· Seated at desks for information and art section
· Open space for drama section

· Semicircle for evaluation

Vocabulary:  
1. Carnivore – a plant or animal that eats only animals
2. Herbivore – a plant or animal that eats only plants

3. Omnivore – a plant or animal that eats both plants and animals

4. Food Chain – the line of plants and animals in which the higher feeds on the lower plant or animal

Procedure:  
1. TTW provide the definitions of the terms above and give examples of possible short food chains (3 or 4 plants and/or animals)
2. TTW ask for additional examples from the class

3. TTW review proper safety and use for all art supplies

4. TTW group the students into groups of three or four and have them decide what animals to create to follow the food chain pending teacher approval
5. TSW, once animals are approved, begin to create their animals either as paper bag puppets or as paper plate masks.

6. Once a group is finished with their masks or puppets they will decide how to portray their food chain to the class

7. When all the groups are finished each group will take turns acting out their food chains

8. Once everyone is finished TTW gather the students around and have a review section of the vocabulary and other information discussed 

Evaluation:  During the semicircle time ask the students about which was their favorite part of the lesson and why.  Questions to ask: 

· What three types of plants and animals did we discuss today?

· What are some examples of each?

· TTW name some animals and have the class label them as carnivores, omnivores, or herbivores.

· What are some examples of a food chain?

Extended/Related Activities:  This lesson could be adjusted for older students by having them research specific regions and have them create food chains from the chosen region.  The students could also create a background that would mimic their region.  For younger students they could create their own animals and give them traits and decide for themselves how the food chain would go.
A Noun is a Person, Place, or Thing
By: Jane Wellford

To the tune of: “She’ll Be Comin’ Round the Mountain”

A noun is a person, place, or thing (elephant!)

A noun is a person, place, or thing (elephant!)

O’ an elephant is a thing

Just look at his trunk swing!

A noun is a person, place, or thing (elephant!)

A noun is a person, place, or thing (bird!)

A noun is a person, place, or thing (bird!)

O’ a bird is a thing

Just look – it has two wings!

A noun is a person, place, or thing (bird!)

A noun is a person, place, or thing (snake!)

A noun is a person, place, or thing (snake!)

O’ a snake is a thing

Just look at that snake cling!

A noun is a person, place, or thing (snake!)

An Adjective Describes
By: Jane Wellford

To the tune of: “The Farmer in the Dell”

An adjective describes
An adjective describes

Large, heavy, slow, and steady

(Elephant – Mammal)

An adjective describes

An adjective describes

An adjective describes

Feathery, light, gliding, and high

(Bird)

An adjective describes

An adjective describes

An adjective describes

Slithery, slick, curvy, quick


(Snake – Reptile)

An adjective describes
