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T.N.G. SIGNS OF THE TIMES -  November 1995
Greetings from Russell's Remnant:


Some time in the late 1970's Dr. Russell Whitesell was lecturing at the Universe Center in Metairie, Louisiana, U.S.A.  He cautioned the audience about believing something that anyone says without testing it yourself.  He even stated that if the Christ came to him and told him something that did not agree with his (Russell's) own experience, he would tell the Christ, "Sir, what you say might possibly be true; however, my experience does not confirm what you say.  I will remember your words; however, I cannot completely accept them until I have made them my own experience" - Wise advice from a illumined old man.


Several years later, a chela in Russell's group was caught up in the timing of the return of the Christ connected with Benjamin Creme's prophesied date.  This chela was disappointed when the Christ's return did not happen as Creme stated.  A rather stoic older lady with many years of esoteric experience suggested to this young chela - "You come from the Christian tradition which bases much of its doctrine on 'faith'.  You might find it better to approach life from the Buddhist's approach of doubting everything until proved otherwise."  Again, wise words for those who "aspire" but do not really "know."


"Prove all things; hold fast that which is good." 1 Thessalonians 5:21  Do not accept anything without proving it yourself - even if the Christ is speaking.


"Don't follow the wrong God home."  If you do not follow your own thoughts you will end up following the thoughts of the fellow who followed his.


"If one man can lead you into heaven, another man can lead you out."  On the esoteric path, a period of aloneness occurs.  Some call it the "dark night of the soul."  No one can help you here.  You must find you own way out of the "pit," or out of the "forest."  Teachers do lead, but they usually guide only with hints.


"If you meet the Buddha on the road, kill him!"  You must surpass your teacher.  They want it, and they expect it.


Students of the times would do well to remember that it is the teaching that is of moment, not the source.  By their intrinsic value alone these communications should be judged.  The sole authority is the teaching, and not the teacher.   EP1 107+


There is not the slightest suggestion of authoritative pronouncement by a member of the Hierarchy who must be obeyed and whose word is infallible.  Choose the instructions which seem reasonable and right for you; but when chosen, attempt to fulfill them with exactitude.   DNA 7+


The Lord Buddha has said that we must not believe in a thing said merely because it is said; nor traditions because they have been handed down from antiquity; nor rumors; nor writings by sages, because sages wrote them; nor from inferences drawn from some haphazard assumption we may have made; nor because of what seems an analogical necessity; nor on the mere authority of our teachers or masters.  But we are to believe when the writing, doctrine, or saying is corroborated by our own reason and consciousness.  When you believe on your consciousness, then act accordingly and abundantly.   IHS vi
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