Nolan Adair

26411 Alhondra Place

Mission Viejo, CA 92691

Mr. Krucli

Mission Viejo High School

25025 Chrisanta Dr.

Mission Viejo, CA 92691

Dear Mr. Krucli:

The continuous debate over the mystery of who wrote Shakespeare has been going on for centuries. We believe we have come to a conclusion. Celebrity writers of the Elizabethan Era such as Edward de Vere and Christopher Marlowe are the most popular of the candidates as to who actually wrote Shakespeare’s works. The fact of the matter is there are many logical facts that prove they aren’t the true writers of Shakespeare’s works. Shakespeare wrote Shakespeare. This is because de Vere lived in a different time period and their writing styles are a little different and Marlowe was just accused through an Argumentum de Ignorantium fallacy. In other words, he was accused without proof.

Edward De Vere, 17th Earl of Oxford was Queen Elizabeth’s courtier, playwright, poet, and a patron of numerous writers. Oxford today is known as the best candidate to be the Author of Shakespearean plays. Instead of everyone’s view be believe that Shakespeare wrote Shakespeare.  Most of the De Vere ideas of him being Shakespeare come from his life. The Oxfordian Society believes De Vere wrote his plays on his life experiences, but one thing that points out the De Vere couldn’t have written Shakespeare plays is that numerous plays were published after De Vere’s death. The Oxfordians say that he just never published them when he was alive but this is an Argumentum ad Ignorantium Fallacy.  The Oxfordians are arguing out of ignorance saying there’s no proof that he couldn’t have written them. But the solid proof is that he was dead and he wouldn’t be able to write any plays after he was dead. The Oxfordian’s Society then try’s to counter argument the situation about him still just never publishing his plays when he was alive but this can be proven wrong because Shakespeare was also an actor in most of his plays and once again he couldn’t have done this because he was dead.

People may have come to the conclusion that Christopher Marlow may have faked his death. As researchers might say that Christopher Marlowe wrote Shakespeare, but our group does not support to that theory. Research was made and supporters of the Marlovian theory did tests and studies by comparing works of Shakespeare and Marlow, which seem to prove how "both" authors used similar vocabulary and a similar style. Our group believes that Shakespeare wrote his own works because his life was earlier than Marlowe’s. So the edvince to prove Marlowe being the write of Shakespeare’s works are false because even though they have the same stylized writing it may not mean that it is writen by Marlowe. Another conclusion can apply is that Marlowe copied Shakespeare and called Shakespeare’s work out to call that name for himself. Another example is Marlowe’s death. Marlowe may have faked his death and then continued to write under the assumed name of William Shakespeare. Also, since people say that he worked for the government under the power of Queen Elizabeth, this can’t be proven. They’re just assumptions or Argumentum as Ignorantium.
Due to modern technology, historians and researchers have made the mystery of who actually wrote Shakespeare extreme. Many accusations have been made as more and more information has been obtained. Mark Twain believed that Shakespeare wrote absolutely nothing. One of Twain's books, Is Shakespeare Dead?, examines the subject of Shakespeare's authenticity. Information such as Marlowe’s death and the mystery of whether or not he worked as a spy for the government proves him wrong because of fallacies such as “Straw Man”, when on attacks a position similar to, but different from his opponent, and “Argumentum de Ignorantium”, saying something is true when there is no evidence to disprove it. The same idea applies to both Edward de Vere and Francis Bacon. Bacon was a candidate due to the ciphers and codes he wrote up. People believed he may have been creating messages for Shakespeare’s plays. Though, their writing styles didn’t compare. As for de Vere, he died ten years before Shakespeare’s plays were even performed.

There is evidence to support that many writers could have written Shakespeare, but most of the evidence supports the fact that William Shakespeare wrote Shakespeare.  Therefore, we believe that William Shakespeare wrote Shakespeare because there is no logical evidence to support the fact that Shakespeare did not write Shakespeare.  None of the candidates bothered to step forward while Shakespeare was alive because of the opposition they would have to face from Shakespeare.  By claiming they wrote Shakespeare after he was dead, they never were countered by Shakespeare.  They were just able to show their evidence without Shakespeare trying to discredit it.  Another reason why Shakespeare wrote Shakespeare is because there were no copyright laws back then.  There were no copyright laws back then, therefore leading people to steal other writer’s works and writings.  On the other hand, you have de Vere who died ten years before Shakespeare’s first play was performed.  Some Oxfordians claim that de Vere never published his works while he was alive.  The Oxfordian Society also claim that there is no evidence that he did not write the plays himself, but the plays continued to be written and performed while he was dead.  Marlowe is rumored to be Shakespeare’s right hand man, but there is not enough physical evidence to support this claim.  After examining all of the evidence of each and every candidate, we can logically conclude that William Shakespeare wrote Shakespeare. 

The mysterious question as to who really wrote Shakespeare has just been answered. Due to logical information that proves the other candidates, Edward de Vere and Christopher Marlowe, are hypocrisies. People believed in fallacies such as “Argumentum de Ignorantium” and “Straw Man”. Neither of them, nor any other candidate, could possibly be the writer of Shakespeare’s works because there was no completely logical evidence to prove that Shakespeare did not write Shakespeare. All facts point at Shakespeare, declaring him as the true writer of Shakespeare.

Sincerely,

Nolan Adair

VyVy Tran

Daniel Towey

Ashlee DuBois

