Phase 1 – Background

1.What is the Shakespeare authorship problem?

No one knows who has written the 30 plays and over 200 sonnets and poems. There are many contenders claiming that he wrote all these plays.

Everyone wants to be credited for the plays but there is no precise proof pointing towards anyone.

Peoples Natural desire to know more about the greatest literary figure of all time.

Edward de Vere, 17th Earl of Oxford

Francis Bacon, Philosopher and Writer

Christopher Marlowe, Playwright

Other notable candidates have included William Stanley, Earl of Derby; Ben Jonson; Thomas Middleton; Sir Walter Raleigh (with or without collaboration by Francis Bacon); and even Queen Elizabeth I herself.

2. What literary, cultural, and political figures doubt that Shakespeare was the sole author of the work?

Oxford had written many plays similar to Shakespeare’s work. It is referred to as “authorship controversy.” Oxford was also belittled as a writer and wasn’t paid attention to as much. Everyone also wanted to be credited for the plays when they were stealing from the original writers.
3. Make a chronological history of the doubts that surround the authorship of the Shakespearean canon.

Around 150 years after Shakespeare's death, doubts began to emerge about the authorship of Shakespeare's works. Alternative candidates proposed include Francis Bacon, Christopher Marlowe, and Edward de Vere, the Earl of Oxford. Although all alternative candidates are almost universally rejected in academic circles, popular interest in the subject, particularly the Oxfordian theory, has continued into the 21st century.

4. Now do the same for the doubts surrounding the Stratfordian attribution.

On the one hand, the Shakespeare authorship controversy, also known as "Anti-Stratfordianism", verges on a conspiracy theory. On the other, it is a valid reaction to the lack of concrete evidence supporting the historical attribution of the works of "Shakespeare" to William Shakespeare of Stratford-upon-Avon. Stratfordians argue that most scholars and academics see no reason to challenge traditional beliefs and often refuse to acknowledge that the debate even exists.

5. Because Oxford wasn’t as big of a writer as Shakespeare, he was belittled and not given any credit. He could have been the writer of Shakespeare for all we know. So were many other play writers.
6. Edward de Vere, 17th Earl of Oxford: This contemporary of Shakespeare has been strongly advanced since the 1930s as the true author of Shakespeare's plays. A well-educated and well-traveled nobleman of Queen Elizabeth I's court, de Vere has been championed by the author Charlton Ogburn using parallels of the Earl's life with material from the plays—for instance, noting similarities between Polonius of Hamlet and the Earl's guardian, William Cecil. The Earl of Oxford apparently stopped his literary pursuits at an early age—unless, as Ogburn postulates, the Earl continued writing under the pen name of William Shakespeare. PBS aired a 1996 "Frontline" special on the subject.
DE VERE WROTE SHAKESPEARE
1. Many authorities have made claims that De Vere more than anyone is most closely related to being the author of the Shakespearean collection. Why? Because he has journals of his life experiences and the closely resemble many of his plays.

2. What are some of the coincidental connections between the Earl of Oxford and Shakespeare? Are these connections strong enough to support Oxfordian Claims? Life Experiences and the plays are oddly similar. But in the end it is not solid evidence, just coincidence.

3. What problems exist between the authorship of the Shakespearean poems and plays? There are many facts pointing to other authors and people and evidence pointing to every which way. There is no solid evidence all pointing to one person. Everyone wants to be the author of the greatest playwright of all time.
 

 4. What similarities exist between DeVere's writing and Shakespeare's writing? (consider style and structure)

5. What type of logic/illogic is used to support the Oxfordian claims?

