April 14th, 2009
Group work: 

1. Find 2 puns, 2 metaphors, 2 similes, 3 images, and complete 2 scansions of sentences to check for iambic pentameter in Act 1 scenes 1-2 of Caesar .

2 puns: 
- The 2nd Commoner: ... a mender of bad soles.
~ In this pun, the 2nd commoner is telling Marullus that he will "fix bad 'souls'" and to teach him a lesson. 
- The 2nd Commoner: Nay, I beseech you, sir, be not out with me: yet, if you be out, sir, I can mend you.
~ That the 2nd Commoner can if he Marullus fails the Commoner can "mend" his mistakes.

2 metaphors: 
- Falvius: "...you idle creatures get you home!" 
~ Flavius compares the commoners as "idle creatures" who demean them because he feels that he is better than them making him feel proud for being upper class.

- Brutus: "...the eye sees not itself." 
~ Brutus means that he cannot see his true self while he cares and worries for other people while he doesn't fully give time for himself.

Images: 
- Run to your houses, fall upon your knees, pray to the gods to intermit the plague 
that needs must light on this ingratitude. 
~ Marrullus tells the commoners to take back what was said and hope that they won't be punished and killed by the gods.

- And do you now strew flowers in his way that comes in triumph over Pompey's blood? 
~ Marrullus is trying to make everything exaggerated so the the commoners would regret what they said. So they suck up to Caesar and start putting pride towards him while Caesar "lava" sprayed over "Pompey like blood."

- No, Cassius; for the eye sees not itself, but by reflection, by some other things. 
~Brutus is telling Cassius that he can't see himself except for in a mirror. That there is nothing of him than just a face that is staring back at him. A physical being with no soul.

Scansions of Sentences: 
1. Marrullus: 

   _   _    _       ^       _        ^    _      ^   _     _     _          ^      _     ^     _    ^    _     ^   _         _ 

And do you now strew flowers in his way that comes in triumph over Pompey's blood? 

2. Marrullus 

_      ^        _       ^         _     ^         _     ^       _      ^ 

You blocks, you stones, you worse than senseless things!

2. Who speaks in poetry? Who speaks in prose? Who speaks in blank verse? why? 
Caesar, Flavius, Marrullus, Cassius, and Casca all speak in poetry form while Brutus speaks in prose, and the second commoner speaks in blank verse. The tones of the different characters emphasize the different "personalities" and "character traits" that the characters may have to change different level classes and groups to where they came from.

3. Identify at least 5 characteristics found in the characters of Caesar, Brutus, and Cassius.

Caesar 
- Unstoppable force 
- Power-hungry 
- intelligent 
- ambitious 
- manipulative 
- can see into the motives of others 
- proud

Brutus 
- Good man 
- Honorable 
- Loves honor more than he fears death 
- Wants to maintain 
- Republic 
- Virtue

Cassius 
-  (Politician) Persuasive 
- Conniving 
- Duplicitous: two faced 
- Dangerous 
- Flattery 
- Power hungry
- Virtue
Comparisons between Calpurnia and Portia and between Brutus and Caesar 

Calpurnia                                   C+P                         Portia              

-Persistant                                 -Caring                    -Crazy

-Caring                                                                      -Feeling-inward feelings

-Outward signs                                                         -Strong

-more emotional                                                       -logical

-weaker                                                                    -empowered

 

 

Caesar                                      C+B                          Brutus
-Selfish                                   -easily persuaded      -sensitive

-Arrogant                                -ambitious                 -doubtful

-competitive

-doubtful?

6. Our Course will seem to bloody, Caius Cassius (Act III Scene 1, Line 162) 

a. Brutus says, "Let's be sacrifices, but nor butchers, Caius." Collect together the expressions used by Brutus which are appropriate to butchery.
 
1. And let us bathe our hands in Caesar's blood up to the elbows, and besmear our swords: then walk we forth, even to the market-place, and, waving our red weapons o'er our heads, let's all cry 'Peace, freedom and liberty!' 
2. You see we do, yet see you but our hands and this the bleeding business they have done:
3. Prepare the body then, and follow us.
b. Brutus says that ideally they should be killing Caesar's spirit, not his body. Look up the words of Caesar's ghost in Act IV Scene 3, lines 281, 282, and 284, and comment on the irony.
This is ironic because when Brutus says they should be killing his spirit an not him and they actually do kill Caesar, his spirit comes back to haunt them. Brutus was somewhat right when he mentioned it.
 
This is Ironic because
c. Brutus turns harsh words and phrases into softer ones, to make a savage act seem like a civilized one. How does he choose his words to achieve this?
He speaks in prose for one to get the village people to really listen to him. He also gives the people reasons for the murder of Caesar rather than logic. He asks them questions that could only be answered one way, in his case, a positive way.
 
d. How is Brutus's dismissal of Antony consistent in expression with his earlier imagery?
It is consistent because he makes the mistake twice by letting certain things slide for his honorability. Where they both will come and get him in the long run. For example he let Antony give his speech because earlier he pictured Antony as this wimpy guy who will mourn for Caesar for a little bit then soon get over it.
 

Julius Caesar: Close Reading Questions 

 8.              “Romans, countrymen and lovers” (Act III Scene2, line13)

a.       This is a speech based on reason (unlike Antony’s later, which is based on passion).  Why does Brutus say the crowd should believe him?

b.      How many words can you find that are antithetical (that is, in strong contrast), such as “less”/ “more”, “living”/ “dead”?  What is the cumulative effect?

c.       Many words and phrases are balanced: for example, “As Caesar loved me, I weep for him ; as he was fortunate, I rejoice at it; as he was valiant, I honour him”.  Find more, and say why they are calculated to win over the crowd.

                 9.              “Friends, Romans, Countrymen, lend me your ears” (Act III Scene 2, line 71)

a.       Antony uses the word “honourable” to describe Brutus and Cassius eight times.  Each time the way in which it is spoken is different, and with a different purpose.  Carefully trace the transition from the first “For Brutus was an honourable man” to “They that have done this deed are honourable”, explaining how Antony’s oratory has led the crowd from one point of view to another.

b.      In his second sentence, Antony says he is content to let Caesar’s good points be buried with his bones.  How many good points does he in fact make before this 35-line speech is ended?

c.       How does Antony deploy the words “ambition” and “ambitious” to win over the commoners to hid point of view?

Rhetorical Devices 

1. Brutus- believe me for mine honour, and have respect to mine honour, that you may believe; This is an example of parallelism. This is because it is repetitive with the word honourable, or it’s adjective.
2. Brutus- Be patient till the last. Romans, countrymen, and lovers! hear me for my cause, and be silent, that you may hear. This is an example of parallelism. This is because it is repetitive with nouns and adverbs together.
3. Brutus- As Caesar loved me, I weep for him as he was fortunate, I rejoice at it as he was valiant, I honour him: but, as he was ambitious, I slew him. This is an example of isocolon because there is the same amount of syllables after each semicolon and comma.
4. Antony- To wrong the dead, to wrong myself and you, Than I will wrong such honourable men. This is also an example of isoclon because wrong is repeated several times in the sentence separated by commas. 
5. Antony- And they would go and kiss dead Caesar's wounds And dip their napkins in his sacred blood, Yea, beg a hair of him for memory, And, dying, mention it within their wills, Bequeathing it as a rich legacy Unto their issue. This is an example of polysyndeton because the word and causes the sentence to slow or drag on.
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10. The quarrel scene (Act IV Scene 3) shows Cassius in many moods.
a. choleric: what are the reasons for his anger, and are they justified?

- Brutus is angry because Cassius will not give up his power because he thinks he knows how to manage everything. Cassius has a temper and Brutus does not want to deal with it then. They are justified when Brutus speaks of honesty protecting him.

b. tormented: how does Brutus provoke him , and what does Cassius’s restraint reveal about his personality?

- Brutus provokes Cassius by encouraging him to do what he wants, whether that 

means stabbing himself. He also tells Cassius that he is weak and that 

consequences will pay for his actions. Cassius’s restraint reveals that he 

really is not very strong because he does not fight back.

c. passionate: does the passion throw a new light on his character?

- it did show a different side of Cassius but not a new one in the sense that we have never seen Cassius passionate.  We saw him passionate about the conspiracy and now on another matter 

d. affectionate: how does this show and is it surprising?

- he shows his affection with Brutus very strongly after they figured out their problems.  It is somewhat surprising to see this forceful man who wanted to kill someone that may be dangerous be so affectionate to someone he blamed just a few lines before

e. jocular: which episode brings out a flash of humor, and what is its purpose?

- Lepidus is compared to an ass for some humor especially to the groundlings 

f. sympathetically emotional: would you have expected him to react  to Portia’s death in the way he does? How does it compare with Brutus’s own response?

- yes, because he is more hateful right now than he’s ever been.  Its about the same, that he didn’t think he could be so revengeful

g. dependent: what evidence is there to show that in his relationship with Brutus, there is another side to Cassius than the one presented before the assassination?

- he calls him his brother very passionately which shows he had a different side to him from before.
