English Extra Credit

Dave Martin Vietnam Veteran

Where were you trained? Dave Martin was first trained at Fort Lewis Washington for 8 weeks. 

He was in General Mechanics. The top 5 in the General Mechanics regime got to move up and to take Helicopter Mechanics at Dopin Alabama Fort Rucker. Dave Martin was number 5 in his class.

Dopin Alabama Fort Rucker 


Seal
 What were you trained in or trained to be? Trained to be a crew chief – Took care of everything on the aircraft. Dave was also a door gunner. He shot a mounted gun on the helicopter. He flew in a UH-1 Helicopter. He didn’t fly it but he was in charge of everyone in it and everything in it. [image: image1.jpg]



Where did you go after that? Directly to Saigon Vietnam. Saigon is the largest city in Vietnam. Saigon is now currently called Ho Chi Minh city. It is a major city in Vietnam. 



( Saigon Ho Chi Minh City in bold.

Where were you stationed? Dave was stationed in the 120 assault helicopter company in Saigon. 

How long did you serve? Dave served 13 ½ months. To get out early of Vietnam instead of taking leave or breaks he extended his duty period by 90 days to get out early. 

Dave was also injured in the Vietnam War.

He was actually poisoned.

Dave was up North in Kay Son base camp and saw a shady looking Vietnamese vender selling soldiers cold beverages like soda and beer. Dave asked a guard standing watch if the vender was okay and could be trusted. The guard said he’s been there for a couple months selling drinks and he’s always been good. Dave then bought a soda from the vender. 30 minutes later Dave was rushed to the infirmary. The drink was poisoned with rat poison or something worse. Dave never knew what it was for sure. Dave then was put in a hospital for three weeks. Had two Iv’s in both arms giving him nutrients for his body to stay alive. The Iv’s were put in because he wasn’t able to eat or drink. He couldn’t eat or drink for the whole time he was in the hospital.

Dave’s job was to fly the general staff around. He flew important officers and high ranking officials around too. Dave flew General Beach around also who was a major player in the Vietnamese issue.

Dave was part of the Tenth offense in 1968. Him and his crew saved the city of Saigon (Ho chi minh) from attack and re captured it for the U.S. 

Dave also made a lot of friends out there in Vietnam. He came to be very close with is comrades in his crew. He is still close with two of his comrades today and they talk on a regular basis.
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