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How much credit for the revival of fortunes of the Tory party in the years 1834-1841

can be ascribed personally to Sir Robert Peel?
During the early 1830's the Whigs had pretty much dominated politics and the House of Commons.

This was partly due to their slight recognition of the middle and lower classes to which they had gained loyalty via the reforms of 1832. 

After the reforms this pretty much left the Tory party very despised as they had not supported reform and had became un-popular to the majority of the population as they only seemed to have the aristocracy and landowner’s hearts at interest.

However when John Peel became the head of the Tory party we can see start seeing a changed in the stance up until 1841 when they won the election and finally got their power back, but was this solely through the work of peel or were there other factors involved?

The Tory party had ultimately won the election of 1841 via their change in their position, this is the only way they could have won the election by taking reform into account because they needed to gain support of the majority and although Peel was un-democratic and didn't support the radicals directly (because he didn't want to upset the ultras) he seemed to be picking up from where the Whigs had left off.

The election of 1832 seems to show a huge gap between the parties and this is universally known as the "two party system" however it is now a known fact that although MP's would usually vote to the wishes of their party leaders quite a few did not, therefore this seems to dismiss the idea of  a "two party system." 

Also it is quite widely known that Peel had also voted for Whigs on a number of divisions and again this does not support the ideas of the "two party system."

After the Tories defeat in 1832 it was clear that they needed to gain support of the middle classes like the Whigs had done to win the election by promising reform.

Peel had picked up on the same idea and in 1834 Tamworth Manifesto had set out to-do by " Peel's sermon the middle classes."

The Manifesto aim was to maintain "established rights" and mainly aimed at the new "established middle class."

By promising limited social reform (limited meaning only to where he thought it was needed), persuading sensible, financial and credit policies and also purposing to re-examine the position of agricultures within society Peel had successfully provided support for the Tories from the middle classes and therefore gaining a larger influence, which was needed to win an election against the Whigs. 

The effects of the Manifesto were enlarged as Peel had released these views to the national press, seeing these views 40 MPs from the Whig party had joined the Tories, and the Whigs being a party of "Reform" members jumping ship shows us a change in stance from the Tories as it seems to becoming more and more liberal via Peel's changes.

The Manifesto had also helped Peel gain some of the surviving members of Lord Liverpool’s administration in particular Gladstone and this shows Peel working to return "Pragmatic Toryism" that he had received under Liverpool's government.

The gaining support from the middle classes did not stop there, by promising to meet chartist with a "straight bat" this distanced him from radical tendencies which many now became dislike as many were against the violence which it had caused during the late 1820's, and therefore agreeing with Peel and ultimately more now supported him.

The overall winning over of the middle class would prove a crucial move by Peel as the numbers were needed to help Peel oust the Whigs by providing an almost Liberal stance via the Tamworth Manifesto and the hinting of agricultural reform this has helped him gain power via the support of the middle classes, this contributed to the Tories gaining 100 seats in 1837.
Therefore this would support in this case the credit for the revival of Tory fortunes in 1841.

Peel also used a different approach to gain support. By using a traditionalist stance as well Peel had gained support taken from the Whigs in the counties by defending limited protectionism only if it benefited the community such as the Corn Laws in some circumstances. 

Peel argued the Whigs alliance Irish Catholics and radicals, and O’Connell’s attack on the church of England as a threat to the three basis of England: Unionism, Protestantism and the Constitution, by branding himself the savoir and defender of these three Peel had gained more support and had created a new type of Toryism with a traditional stance re-labelling it CONSERVATISM, because he wanted to get away from the much despised "Tory" form.

Peels role within parliament would prove crucial for the revival of Tory's fortunes.

During the years between 1834-1841 Peel had proved himself to be a significant and influential role within Parliament.

He did this in a number of ways firstly his success of his 100 day ministry had promoted his stature and political status many now had admired him, one in particular Gladstone who was one of the remnants of Liverpool's old ministry quoted him as "The best man of business who was ever a prime minister."

The influence did not stop with his own party; Peel went out of his way to work with Whigs for the benefit of the people, producing the Municipal Corporation Act in 1835 which provided huge improvements over the previous local system, which was very disorganised. The act also established the first "principal of elected town councils." Progress by the act was very slow however the Act did at least establish the basis that would enable future reforms to be accomplished. Peels popularity within Parliament lead to popularity outside of parliament via News Papers and being the most popular person within Parliament this helped promote his party, so again this notion of him taking credit for the revival of the Tory fortune again in the case is easily justified.

The modernisation of the Tory party played a very much important factor in the revival of the Tories however this time Peel did not dominate the success, F.R Bonham also played a key role as he had create a campaign to bring in more voters it was called “Register, register, register!” and provided the Tories with 86% of County which was quite an achievement.
However it was Peel that provided the grounds for Bonham to work from as had created a Conservatism which was becoming “increasingly disciplined and cohesive”, together both of them had Modernised Toryism and working as a team had provided the basis for modern-day day conservatism, “They were singing for the same hymn sheet.”

Another benefactor which helped the Tories revival was the decrease in Whig popularity. After 1834, reforms from the Whigs halted this upset many who had voted in the Whigs, as many had voted the Whigs in solely because they wanted to see change promised to them from the Whigs, as many were left discontent this made it easy for Peel to snap up voters by promising to provide most of the middle classes with what they wanted. Also Whig government during the 1830’s had proved itself to be very disorganised the budgets which they had purposed had been dismissed by Peels “oratory skills” and this led to many Whigs feeling inferior to their Tory rivals, the losing of Mps to Peels cabinet was also a embarrassment as it showed people were begging to think the Whigs were incompetent.
This again leads to more voting for the Tories in 1841, however this time showing it was not Peels wholly influence that won over the voters.

From a final glance although Peel had provided a very strong basis for a new strong party and created the modern conservatives it was not wholly his influence which had brought back the spirit of the Tories, the declining popularity and the work of others within the Tory party such as Bonham shows that it was a collection of factor and not just peel who had led to the revival of the Tory power in 1841.

