The ballad of the sad café

Structure-

It reminds me a lot of snow falling on cedars in the way that it is set out

THE NAME IS VERY SIGNIFICANT

THE BALLAD OF THE SAD CAFÉ

THE PLOT REVOLVES A LOT ON GOSSIP: AS DOES SNOW FALLING ON CEDARS

Both characters are very much influenced by the town and the way the town treats them.

UN REQUITED LOVE

But the hearts of small children of delicate organs a cruel beginning into this world can twist them into curious shapes

METAPHOR

The heart of a small child is very vulnerable because they are in the position where they trust and want to follow their role models being their parents. When they are hurt and misguided they will probably be hurt. “ THE HURT OF A SMALL CHILD CAN SHRINK SO THAT FOREVER AFTERWARDS IT IS HARD AND PITTED AS THE SEED OF A PEACH”

OR IT MAY FESTER AND SWELL

HIS HEART HAS THE LOOK OF THE ONE WHICH GREW SWOLLEN

HIS HEART TURNED TOUGH AS THE HEART OF SATAN

RELATIONSHIPS AND HOW THEY CAN AFFECT PEOPLE, HOW MUCH INFLUENCE LOVE CAN HAVE OVER SOMEONE

Structure:

It is written in a strange way, 

Both snow falling on cedars and The ballad of the sad café start out by describing the towns atmosphere and 

Miss amelia reminds me a lot of hatsue from snow falling on cedars in the respect that both of these women hold up barriers around themselves

CHARACTER MAP

The hunchback- difference

This character was different

Characterisation- characters are not always what they seem both Guterson and McCullers are trying to show certain characters as deceptive…. And the trust both Ishmael and Miss Amelia put in to their characters- humans are fallable

It was interesting the way it was written because there were no chapters. It was almost as though Carson Mc Cullers was trying to make this text into a short story.

Irony- dramatic irony, it was very amusing how Mc Cullers portrayed Miss Amelia as a very strong woman who was very strong and manly and she did not let anyone push her around, he even pointed out her relationship with Marvin Macy who was a very strong minded man. In the end when Miss Amelia fought Marvin Macy and won… THE HUNCHBACK pounced on her causing her to lose against Marvin Macy, which did not cause her to lose physically, but she lost emotionally also. It is dramatic because she was strong enough to push away a huge violent man such as Marvin Macy, but she became completely vulnerable towards the hunchback who was Cousin Lymon. 

Cousin Lymon painted the café green….- (quote) he did this as a sign of defeat against the character- Miss Amelia the author Mc Cullers was trying to do this on purpose 

Miss Amelia-

Portrayed as a strong- heartless woman who is very manly

In the end she does not want to be alone

She would rather be friend her enemy than be alone…

CHEEHAW

· she really did have a heart and feelings – she helped everyone out in the town she was like a doctor towards everyone

· there was such a comparison between her 

The text is written in third person narrative

The text is 

The name is significant- the ballad of the sad café- metaphor…for what goes on here… the story is even portrayed as a sad song. Mc Cullers wants us to think about everything that has happened in the sad café 

It was as though the whole book The Ballad Of The Sad Café was based on how ironic peoples lives can be, and how even the strongest person can have a breaking point and limits to what makes them emotionally breakdown and also what keeps them happy. Miss Amelia was portrayed as this strong psychically and mentally hard woman who would not let anyone faze her or knock her down. Even Marvin Macey who was portrayed as a strong man, McCullers showed us how Miss Amelia did not let 

Irony- dramatic irony, it was very amusing how Mc Cullers portrayed Miss Amelia as a very strong woman who was very strong and manly and she did not let anyone push her around, she even pointed out her relationship with Marvin Macy who was a very strong minded man. In the end when Miss Amelia fought Marvin Macy and won… THE HUNCHBACK pounced on her causing her to lose against Marvin Macy, which did not cause her to lose physically, but she lost emotionally also. It is dramatic because she was strong enough to push away a huge violent man such as Marvin Macy, but she became completely vulnerable towards the hunchback who was Cousin Lymon.

