The DnD Story: Plain English version

This is DnD’s story. DnD stands for Diversity and Disability. We are a group run by people with a disability from an ethnic background who live in Victoria. 

This story gives information about DnD. It also gives some information about DnD’s history.

What is DnD?

At DnD, group members can learn new skills, make friends and work together to make positive changes for people with a disability from an ethnic background.

DnD supports people with a disability from an ethnic background to make their voices heard. We want the services that we use to listen to our opinions and ideas. We also want government departments, who make decisions about our lives, to listen to our opinions and ideas. We want our opinions and ideas heard so that we can have more independence and freedom in our lives. 

DnD also works with the community, services and government to make positive changes for people with a disability from an ethnic background.
‘I think what is important is for people to believe in themselves, to believe that they can improve things … but it is also a matter of not only to believe in yourself but also be willing to work with other people because by working together we can achieve so much; the voice heard will be much bigger, we have much more power.’
‘We are not fitting in general community and we don’t fit in ethnic community…Where do we fit?’
“A lot of people haven’t got confidence to speak for themselves but if they know that they have support behind them, they feel more confident.”

Steering Committee and Workers

DnD is run be a steering committee and three workers. The steering committee is a group of people with a disability from an ethnic background who help decide what DnD will do. The workers are the people who do most of the tasks that keep DnD running. The workers do things like share information, give advice, write newsletters and help people join the group.

Becoming involved

Only adults with a disability from an ethnic background can become full members of DnD and can vote on decisions about the group. Associate members can be people who are interested in DnD and want to support our work, but cannot become committee members or vote. When you join DnD you can meet other people with a disability from an ethnic background. You can make friends and learn new skills. You can receive our newsletter and join in our activities.

Our History

Before we started DnD we talked with people with a disability from an ethnic background about what kind of group DnD should be and what it should do. The people we spoke to had many ideas.

Ideas about DnD
DnD should be a place where people with a disability from an ethnic background can learn from each other and support each other.

DnD should help people with a disability from an ethnic background to become more independent.

DnD should try to make sure that government departments and services used by people with a disability from an ethnic background listen to our opinions and ideas. Some people have said:

“It is good to start as a little tree and then I want to start setting up groups in each region. I can’t tell how much the tree will grow.”
“I was very excited because it is a good thing to have a voice because we are people from different cultures and if we work together and things can work out it will be good.”
DnD timeline

May 2004
The Department of Human Services gave the Migrant Resource Centre North West some money to start DnD.

August 2004 
Talked with people with a disability from an ethnic background about what DnD should do. 

January 2005 
Employed some people to work for DnD.

January 2005 
Talked again with people with a disability from an ethnic background about what DnD should do. 

March 2005 
Steering Committee started. 

July 2006 
DND’s first newsletter sent to members. 

January 2007 
DnD launched its website.
June 2007 
The DnD story is launched. 
Our Future

In the future we aim to build DnD into a stronger organisation with many members.

We also aim to work with other organi​sations to make positive changes in the lives of people with a disability from an ethnic background living in Victoria. 

We plan to start groups for people with a disability from an ethnic background in different parts of Victoria.

We want to get more people with a disability from an ethnic background to join DnD and participate in our activities.

We will work with ethnic communities to make sure that people with a disability from an ethnic background are treated with respect and do not experience discrimination.
