DEMIT PROCEDURES

(See Constitution and By-Laws Article XIV)

Our Demit Form CAN NOT BE COPIED; only ONE ORIGINAL IS PREPARED and it’s only good for 90-days from date issued.  You must inform us of the lodge name/number and jurisdiction (if different than ours), where the brother is Demitting into (on your Quarterly Report or send a copy of the Demit form with your report.  We ensure each record is updated in the system with this information.  This information is also recorded on your lodge’s Annual Report.  Note: OUR DEMIT FORM MUST BE USED FOR ALL DEMITS (for Oklahoma Jurisdiction brothers ONLY).  This is our only method/document to use.  WE DO NOT HAVE A LETTER OF DEMIT.
Ensure the Demit form is completed correctly and dues are paid/posted to a brother’s record, at the Grand Lodge, to cover the 90-day period of the Demit form.  The Demit form MUST be placed, with a lodge, within a 90-day period (before it EXPIRES).  If not placed in a timely manner and another jurisdiction contacts us, I regret to inform you but, we will inform them the brother is NON-FINANCIAL (unless his dues card is current).  At this time, the brother may have to reinstate before another Demit form is prepared.

Example: A brother request’s a Demit and signs it.  You prepare the Demit form, place your lodge’s seal on it, (i.e., date it 27 Feb 2006, put 27 MAY 2007( 90-days) as the Expiration Date on top right of form.  The brother’s dues MUST be paid/posted to his record in the local lodge AND the GRAND LODGE to cover the following quarter, which is Apr-Jun 2006.  He must also have a current Dues Card to cover this period—local lodge’s responsibility.

1. A brother Demits in/out lodge from/to another Oklahoma lodge (submit lodge name and number).  Our DEMIT FORM MUST NOW BE USED FOR ALL DEMITS.

2. A brother Demits out of your lodge to another Jurisdiction (state lodge name, number and Jurisdiction and/or send us a copy of the demit form and annotate where brother is Demitting to).  The gaining lodge prepares and submits the right side to the Grand Lodge with their Seal.

3. A brother Demits into your lodge from another Jurisdiction.  He should have a Demit from his Jurisdiction.  You must submit a Petition, report on quarterly report like you would a new brother, by paying dues, $1.50 and .25 (because he’s new to our Jurisdiction).  A brother CAN NEVER be REINSTATED into our JURISDICTION from ANOTHER JURISDICTION.  If he does not have a Demit from his Jurisdiction, he/you must submit/date a letter to his Jurisdiction requesting a Demit into our Jurisdiction.  We have addresses to ALL Grand Lodge offices in our office).  He is not eligible to be picked up into your lodge for a period of 90-days in which you have not heard from his Jurisdiction (this means a letter has been sent requesting a Demit).
Submit his original Demit with the petition and list as a new brother on the report.  (If the Demit Form is not attached to the Petition, please ensure a copy of a properly dated/addressed letter that was sent to the other jurisdiction requesting the Demit is attached.  This letter should be at least 90-days before you are eligible to pick up on your roll if you haven’t received a reply from the demit request).  Both jurisdictions are covered.  Also, he must present something to you to verify he was a member of another Jurisdiction.

Many brothers’ contact us about a Demit after departing the oversea area carrying a Dues card but their Dues haven’t been reported/paid to the Grand Lodge.  We then contact the lodge to submit the proper dues since he’s carrying a Dues card showing paid.  Remember, when dues are paid to the lodge, please send to the Grand Lodge, and don’t hold them.  If the brother pays one-year dues then report ALL of the Dues.  Do not hold and send on another quarter report.  This prevents the brother from having a non-current dues card because his dues are NOT posted to his record in the Grand Lodge.

Inform the brother to ensure a lodge has accepted him, BEFORE, he request’s a Demit (unless he will demit into our Holding Lodge here at the Grand Lodge).  After being accepted, then the member must submit and sign a Request for a Demit.  As long as his dues are current with the Grand Lodge and he has a current dues card there is NO ADDITIONAL COST for a DEMIT according to your Grand Lodge Constitution and By-Laws).

FOR OUR OVERSEAS BROTHERS DEPARTING THE AREA: The DEMIT form IS NOT a form to request because of departing the oversea area to keep from paying annual dues and assessments.  Again, if not placed with another lodge within a 90-day period your record will show you as SUSPENDED FOR DEMIT.  Who do you think loose?  -We all do; the member; lodge, district and Jurisdiction.  We loose too many members when we don’t have them pay their dues in advance and before they depart or even when they don’t request to Demit.  Ensure ALL brothers are properly informed about the Holding Lodge here at the Grand Lodge.  The biggest lost, sometimes, is the member himself.

This is not all-inclusive about a Demit, just a little guidance to ensure we are doing it right.  Remember, the member must request a Demit, in writing, and sign it.

