COMING ROUND
THE MOUNTAIN

views from the o)

but the views from the foothills can
e even more extmondinan: So next
time you go there, why dont you try
something braove? Don't elin
Snowdon, walk round it instcad,
Because now, you cin,

briclges. all it needs is y The new
» N
25 2 FOILE MEUNS it i neny possi:

two duys Tike a third day for o sume
it attempt and in one long weekend
vou can study Yr Wyddfa (Snowdaon’s
Welsh name) from every angle.
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It does feel a 7: odd heading for
Snowdon, car full of kit, and belly full of
breakfast, in the full knowledge that [ am
not going to climb the mountain. T've
walked to the top before and it has to
rank as one of the most satisfying ascents
I've ever made. The routes are superb
and the views on the way up, immense.
There are plenty of options as well, cach
path having its own distinct character.

What am [ doing then, parking up in
Llanberis, and not setting my sights on
the top tip of Wales? Well, I've got some-
thing just as interesting to watk. My pio-
neering spirit will actually be keeping me
low over the next two days, not pushing
me up into the clouds. I am going to
walk round Snowdon — without the soles
of my boots touching tarmac. It doesn’t
sound as exciting as a solo trek across
Antarctica, [ know, but in British w g
terms 1t s a groundbreaking expedition...
unexplored P:.::? awaits.

So why now?
come to Snowdon ::4 means ﬂ:,:
large areas of previously restricted, pri-

vate land are now open to walkers. In
terms of a circuit round Snowdon it
means that the last great barrier to a full
circle has gone. That barrier is the
[lanberis Pass, and as [Heave Pete’s Lats
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Café in Llanberis I look along the High
Street, knowing that omorrow [ will be
returning to Snowdonia’s most famous
café from that direction, from the pass.
Today, though, [ am heading up from
the town, past the vouth hostel, along
the path towards Rhyd-Ddu. It is a fabu-
lous day and T am alone to enjoy it. Days
as clear as this are rare, so as [ reach the
ruined cottages at Brithdir and come
face to face with a fantastic view of the
summit, [ get a huge urge w nip up
there. Instead, I sit down with a sand-
wich and have a good think about it.

Britheir

wiow of
Snowdan

By the time I've finished munching
I've come to a conclusion. Yes, standing
on Snowdon’s summit on a clear day
will afford me a rare glimpse of a spec-
tacular vista, but waiking a lower level
circuit around the peak will do just the
same. The one thing vou don't get on
Snowdon’s summit is a good view of
Snowdon, and if the weather stays like
this, over the next 36 hours [ will gain
the ultimate 360 degree Snowdon eve-
fest. Unique, enthralling, memorable. |
lose the urge to climb.

[ head up Maesgwm to the pass below

Foel Goceh. One of the most perfectly
sculpted Snowdonia valleys, on a day
like today Macsgwm could rival any
high Alpine pass. The diagonal path 1
follow gently ascends the valley side,
cach step prizes open the view unil, as [
crest the pass; 1 am wopped beoween
owa worlds: In one direction the valley [
have just walked mukes me feel lucky to
have been there, in the other a prom-
ised land is sucking me in with a view to
live for. It hits me in the face and gives
my eyes a kiss. [ love it when passes do
this — simply wonderful.

ing south west, [ leave the route to
Rhyd Ddu and, after a couple of hun-
dred yards, cross the Snowdon Ranger

path to the summit. I'm on my own now,

slowly heading downhill with the Welsh
Highland Railway away to my right and
a fantastic view of Mynydd Mawr
beyond it. After crossing the River
Treweunydd the path doglegs left onto
a track and then right through old quar-

Taking the path across the slope head-

v workings, and across the railway,
down to Rhyd-Ddu.

Supping a midday pint at the pub |
reflect on the last part of my journey.
Snowdonia is still a working region and
until the early part of this century
Snowdon itself was covered in mines
and quarries. Setting off from Rhyd-Ddu
on the summit path, and then on
towards Bwlch Cwmilan, Snowdon'’s
industrial past is in evidence again, Slate
stag encloses me as [ climb towards the
pass. Time has mellowed these industri-
al scars, and they are now a fascinating,
man-made addition to what nature
intended. The peregrine falcons like
them as well.

Out of breath at Bwich Cwmllan T am
treated to another high pass vista,
Ahead Craig Ddu and Y Lliwedd domi-
nate the scene with Snowdon to my left
and Yr Aran to my right. [ feel like a hik-
ing child in a walking sweetshop. Rather
than turning left up the South Ridge to
the summit [ go straight ahead, plunging

“WITH SNOWDON TO MY
LEFT AND YR ARAN TO
MY RIGHT, | FEEL LIKE A
HIKING CHILD IN A
WALKING SWEETSHOP”

10. Cadair Id

vit&!ﬁ&l}l;’
\you o 1o get & nauml buzz of fix of
i*s&%ﬁ:

JULY 2005 COUNTRY WALKING 15



INFO CENTRE
AROUND SNOWDON

For general enquisies try Snowdon Lodge
on 01766 515354 or go 1o
iiimzoiaoz_onmm.no.:r for more

q

ion on hiking acct .

HOTELS AND INNS

@ Sygun Fawr Country House — Beddgelert
(grid reference SH5948): 0870 418 8202. B&B
from E99 per person

® Bryn Tyrch Hotel — Capel Curig (SH7258):
01690 720723 BAB from £30

@ Pen-y-Gwynant — Nant Gwynant (SH6655):
Q1786 EM711. BAB £28-£34

Warden Sam leads the "=y on the new path

TRAVEL he made happen. Top 2:la!

® Rail Enquiries 08457 484950 o
wwethetrainiine.com for rail service
information, Neaiest stations ane at
Porthmadog, Liandudno, Betws.y-(oed,

DRINK HERE

@ Pen-y-Gwryd — Nanit Gwymant, Lanberis
(grid reference SHEG5S: OL286 70211

@ Snowdonia Park Hatel and microbrewery,

Bleanau Flestiniog and Riwdd-Odu on @ Plas Tan-y-Gaig — Beddgelert (SHS948):
the Welsh Highland Railway from 01766 890310. B&B £30. Waunfawr (SH5359): 1286 870117
| Caemarfon.

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION

® Go 1o www.cowgowuk and click on
Countryside Access La nd for a fantastic inter-
active map of all access land in the area.

EAT HERE

® Bryn Tyech Hotel - Capel Curig
(grid reference SHTZS8): 01690 720223,
@ Vaynol Amms ~ Nant Pests (SH6058)

@ In the summer, the Snowdon Shetpa
bus rimtwork ruis thioughout the aca
Its Red Rover Day bus ticket provides
great value. s range of validity - origi-

nally Gwynedd, Aniglesey and the Conwy SLEEP HERE 01256 870284, @ National Park Infornation: 01690 710426 or
County Borough west of Liandudno - HOSTELS AND BUNK HOUSES @ Cwellyn Arms — Rhyd-Ddu (SH5/53). Best 01341 422888.

has been extended this year 1o include B Llanberis (grid reference SH5759): Real Ale Pub in Snowdonia according to # 0Or go to www.natisnalparks.govuk for

the Comwy Valley Railway, the Amva 94 0870 770 5928, CAMRA: 01766 890321 more,

bus from Barmouth 1o Wrexham and the Email: llanberis@yha.org.uk @ Pete’s Eats Mountain Café — Uanberis @ Tourist Information Centre Llanberis: 01286
Chwydian Ranger Liisure Bus network, ® Pen-y-Pass (SH6455) (SH6655): 01286 870117 Since 1978 the best 870765.

all for £495 0870 770 5990. café in the world (probably). Self-catering @ For events in North Wales go to

® The 52 goes stralght 1o Peny-Pass, Email: vn:ﬁ&wm@ﬁs org.uk flat available. www.north-wales-event.co.uk

from Liandudno Rallway Station at 09:45 § Bach Vi khouse, Waunfa

and Uandudna Junction bus /rail inter- (SHE353}, 01286 650643 MAPS

change at 10:00 every day umil Email: infof@bachveniures.couk Ordnance Survey Explorer OLLY

@ Snowdon Ranger YHA, Rhydd Ddu
(SH5753); DBFD 770 6038,
Email: snowdon@yha.og.uk

September 25th. This is usually operated
by an open-top double-decker. The
et bus leaves Pen.y-Pass daily at

THANKS to Joe and Sam, the
Youth Hostel Associaiion and the

16:45 reaching Liandudno function at @ Bryn Gwynant YHA (SH6655): Countryside Council for Wales.
17:40. Arriva buses also operate a full 0870 770 5732.
service in the area. Email: bryngwynant@yha.org.uk NOW WALK HERE! rj
& Bryn Dinas, Nant Gwynan (SH6655): iy |
ther circulur walks will tic the massils FLEXI-PASS 01766 890234. : ! DOWN YOUR WAY Bl E
together, cascading down Wales like the The Flexi-Pass is the ideal way of travel- Email: vince@bryndinasbunkhouse.co.uk Visk Pete’s Eats in Lianberis for pint mugs of teal ROUTE 17 %
scales of a dragon.” ling o and geiting around Snowdonia, at o

a budget price. Prices start at 645 for a
Flexi-Pass coviering the whole of Wales
for eight days, (E75 for 15 days) or £30
for a seven-day Notth and Mid Wales

If the new routes open up views as
sumptuous as those we've been feasting
on today, then Wales is on to a winner.

We reach Pen-y-Pass and look back.

WIN! REGATTA GEAR

traverse the
tracks, keeping high, the view just gets

ey side u_czm u.:nns

better and better. This route could end Llanberis, for so long a great driving Flend Rover. You can travel by wain from = Coumtry Wolking wore | intemal mobide phone and | - colourways, o for women, | st anawer this question
up becoming a reason on its own route, is now an even better walking Crewe of Shiewsbury inlo Snovatonia, Regatia dothing for our hike | map pocket the Sconic fieece (£10) in How long Is n.lh.as_
come to Snowdonia. route. With the development of Open then enjoy unlimited travel on the aound Sonondon. You G The Rosetia i made sizes 8- 20, avalable in con- | Seowsdon Grouit?
S e o . P i 1 50 walk i Regatta ey from the same material and | fettl/vapot. black/vapor Send your answer o
Access land it is becoming clear that as Frastiniog and Welsh Highland : : ;
] i d ik (c A d simply by entering this has many of the festures Peru and dewsiop awiour Regotta Competition (Bufyl,
ONg us We respect the ground we wal ..x..:._E ._ESSF and on mast local ompetition Fist prize isan | found an the Blyus The witys. Both fleaces have a Couniry Wadking. Bretion
on, the opportunities it affords us are buses 3_“_:.“_.55 the Snowdon Sherpa Bbus jacket (751 for men Rosetta has 4 part-me halfzip front and are made | Court, Bewtion, Petesbomush
almost endless. 55 netwark, Armiva Cymiru, Express Molors, o & Roseta jackst (E70) for | and par-polysmide fining, |  from anti-pill Polarec PES BOZ, by Iy 3ist.
KMP and all Gwynedd rural services women, plus & wanm-toudh lining to | Classic 100 fabric igood ® Call the Retta astomer

The Elbais (e bsossd chinguands and lowar pock- |  imsulation and no fluff bob- | hotfine an D161 M9 0 o

> grew up in the Public Tmnsport Information; | hull-weap f
job means he can help pr National: 0870 608 2608 ' “.:NH“: and w&_..“ﬂ.._ f.m“ﬂ”_nﬂahm_w.awlﬂw v f
area he loves so much. He tells me, Gwynedd: 01286 679535 _ smamma. It beatures studded | SO0, avadlable in ‘— / |
) Ec:gnl:_ place to come Conwy: 01492 52000 | and Velcro double stormflap | owide/seal ey, Rameeal 4
i - — — and dmin channel, phes ey, middnight or blue ridge .
with the arrival of Open Aceess. There’s ——
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Snowdon Mountain Rallway 8000 watpronf and w15, @ coneealed adial ven- | bles, even after laundering). | visi wwacnigatta o
(Up Snowdan the easy way) breathuhie polyamide wation sysem, and Velon
Telephone: 0870 458 0033 memwane fabrc. with it adpustable cuffs It Is also CCLONE SCENC

| durable wiss-mpailent fin Inkesactive, 50 & fieece can

ish. The jacke has a

e mpped inio 1.
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