The Diplomatic Academy of London (Paris Campus) Debating Club

DALDEBAC

The Diplomatic Academy of London (Paris Campus) Debating Club

Parliamentary Debating Guide

Introduction:

Parliamentary debating teaches one how to employ the art of rhetoric and the techniques of argument and persuasion in an unusually dynamic environment. Unlike ordinary debating, the parliamentary style requires debaters to interact with their opponents by means of interjections, questions and parliamentary tricks. Quick thinking, wit and parliamentary tactics can make this style amusing, and inculcates speaking skills that surpass presentation-making techniques. Stagecraft, incisive humour, irony and rebuttal are vital elements of this style of debating and the allies of every diplomat.

Structure:

There are two teams of two. The team for the affirmative is termed the Government. The team for the negative is called the Opposition. The first speaker of the Government is called the Prime Minister, the second is the Treasurer. The first speaker of the Opposition is the Leader of the Opposition, the second is the Shadow Treasurer. The moderator is called the Speaker, the Government sits to his right. There is also a Time Keeper.

The speaking order is Prime Minister, Leader of the Opposition, Treasurer, and then the Shadow Treasurer. After everyone has spoken there is a rebuttal period where the Leader of the Opposition speaks first, and the Prime Minister follows. (New material may not be introduced during rebuttals).

Time:

Speeches must not exceed 8 minutes. Rebuttals are a maximum of 3 minutes long. Speaking beyond the allotted time is always subject to heavy penalty. Speaking under time may reflect a lack of content and might therefore be subject to penalty as well.

Unused time cannot be transferred between teammates. On the contrary, if the first debater goes over time this is deducted from the second debater’s time. There will be a warning card at 7 minutes and 1 minute, and another at 30 seconds, before the end of a debater’s allotted time.

If a “Point” (see below) is made and it is allowed by the Speaker, the time taken making the point is not reimbursed to the person speaking. If, however, the Point is not recognized, the person's speech time will be commensurately extended (by the Time Keeper).

There is a 3-minute preparation period before rebuttals. The judges will determine the outcome 3 minutes after the debate. A formal debate should last approximately 55 minutes.

Defining the Motion:

The Prime Minister must define the motion, to ensure a clear understanding of the topic by the House. If the Government’s definition is grossly unreasonable the Leader of the Opposition may redefine the motion.

Points:

Three types of Points may be made. They are: Points of Personal Privilege, Points of Order, and Points of Information (they take that order of precedence in the event that multiple points occur at once).

At any time one may make a Point of Personal Privilege, by rising and saying “Point of Personal Privilege, Mister Speaker”. These concern matters related to one's personal well-being and comfort.

If the Speaker is not ruling on a Point, and if there is no Point of Personal Privilege on the floor, one can at any time make a Point of Order. These request that the Speaker intervene on the basis of behaviour that may be unparliamentary or procedurally invalid. To make such a Point one rises and says “Point of Order, Mister Speaker”.

A Point of Information seeks clarification or substantiation of a statement of the person speaking. They are not in order if there are other Points on the floor. They are also out of order during the first and final minutes of a speech, and throughout the rebuttal period.

To make a Point of Information one raises one's hand. The person speaking is not obliged to recognize the point and may also say “no” or “not yet” etc. If the Point of Information is recognized, one rises and makes the Point for not longer than 30 seconds.

Having recognized a point of information, the person speaking must address the question or face penalization in the score.

Conduct:

One must address the Speaker (and only the Speaker) at all times. A question should be in the form “Mister/Madam Speaker, does the Prime Minister?” or “will the Prime Minister indicate?” etc.

One does not clap. Approval of a point may be indicated by saying “Hear, hear!”, disapproval can be indicated by a restrained “Shame, shame”. The Speaker will regulate to his satisfaction the level of noise and general decorum. If, however, excessive noise is produced by the teammate of the person who is speaking the Speaker is unlikely to intervene.

Private conversation should be discreet and restrained and can otherwise be ruled out of order.

Participants ought to refrain from leaving the room except during adjournments.

Judgement:

The judges of the debate are exclusively the Speaker and the Time Keeper; should they disagree, the former will prevail. Teams do not tie; the motion must pass or fail. The Speaker will give a summary of the debate and may invite discussion. The judges may designate a ‘Best Debater’.

Comic Impromptu Debates:

In a Comic Impromptu Debate each debater speaks for 4 minutes. There is a 2-minute period for rebuttal preparation. The rebuttals are for 2 minutes. The judgement will be delivered 2 minutes after the debate over a period of 5 minutes. Overall, the debate should last approximately 30 minutes.

The Speaker's Script:

On behalf of DALDEBAC and the DALDEBAC Organizing Committee I welcome you to the XX round of our parliamentary debates. The resolution for debate is “Be it resolved that...”

“Speaking for the Government are Prime Minister XX and Treasurer XX. For the Opposition are the Leader of the Opposition XX and Shadow Treasurer XX. The Time Keeper and assistant judge is XX. “I now call upon the Right Honourable, the Prime Minister...

“I thank the Prime Minister and call upon the Leader of the Opposition…

“I thank the Leader of the Opposition and call upon the Treasurer…

“I thank the Shadow Treasurer and declare the House in recess for 3 minutes, during which its members may prepare for rebuttals.” [After adjournment] “Order! The House will now come to order and I call upon the Leader of the Opposition to make his rebuttal…

“I thank the Leader of the Opposition and call upon the final speaker, the Right Honourable the Prime Minister…

“I thank the Prime Minister and adjourn the session for 3 minutes while the Time Keeper and I determine whether the motion is carried.” [After adjournment:] “Order! The motion “Be it resolved that...” has passed/failed.”

[Then discuss the debate for a few minutes and perhaps name the Best Speaker]

“I close this round of the DALDEBAC parliamentary debates and thank the House for its participation.”
The Speaker's Key Phrases:

Taking a Point of Personal Privilege or Order; “I recognize the honourable gentleman/lady”, or, “I recognize the Prime Minister”, or “the Prime Minister”.

Refusing a Point of Personal Privilege or Order; “There is no point”, or, “I recognize no point”, “the point is denied”.

Accepting a Point of Personal Privilege or Order; “I thank the honourable gentleman/lady and direct the Prime Minister to place his pen down/address the chair/regain his seat”.

Regulating Noise Level; “Order”, or, “Order on my right/left”, or, “Members on my right/left”, or, “The Prime Minister will come to order”.


Prime Minister
Treasurer
Leader of the Opp.
Shadow Treasurer

Name:







Organization (1-5):
The speech should be well structured, logical & coherent, containing an effective introduction and conclusion.







Delivery (1-5):
Poise, quality & use of voice, combined with emphasis, variety and enunciation. Effectiveness and ease of gestures, and eye contact should be assessed.







Refutation (1-5):
The ability to apply logic and evidence in refuting the opponents’ contentions while defending your own.







Parliamentary Technique (1-5):
Does each debater demonstrate an understanding of parliamentary procedure & adhere to the rules of the house? Are points of order & privilege appropriately used? Are heckles short, witty & relevant?





Evidence (1-5):
Facts, statistics & authorities offered in support of contentions must be sound. Credit should be given for thorough and relevant research.







Teamwork (1-5):
The performance of each of the teammates should be integrated such that they advance one coherent argument. Their parliamentary performance should be mutually reinforcing.



Rebuttal (5-10):





Total:







The Motion (choose one):


Passes
Fails
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