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Carrie It Away……

Carrie Chong of 98.7FM lazing on the couch, chilling in MediaCorp reception.

You may have seen her in “Celebrity Square” and her most recent appearance in “The Glenn & Rod Sports Show” on Channel 5, and maybe even “Hobby TV” on Kids Central. She has an upcoming show, called “Chemistry”, which will be aired probably by March.

Perfect 10 radio DJ, Carrie Chong, talks about life as a radio presenter – how she handles criticisms from the public; requirements of being a good radio presenter; and will we be seeing her name in LIME magazine’s Annual Popularity Poll any time soon?

Carrie, whose full name is Chong Pei Joe, refers to “Gentle flower” in Mandarin, and so she says.

“It sounds weird. And I always got teased in school previously,” she exclaimed.

The self-acclaimed “fun-loving, sometimes temperamental, otherwise quite nice” radio presenter was working as an Accounts Executive in an Advertising company for two years and doing part-time in 98.7FM before she became a full time DJ.

“Advertising was tough, and it doesn’t pay as well. And you have to deal with s**tty clients and you really have not much time for yourself”, she said.

On whether she sees herself as a celebrity, she replied, “No” without any hesitation. “No one recognises me in public! It’s not like I’m Maggie Cheung or anyone like that”.

However, Carrie actually has a fan site, www.geocities.com/dream_s0uls/psychic.htm, which contains a guest book that her fans wrote about her, such as, “Just melts my heart when I hear the sweetest thing on radio”.

Commenting on those remarks, she said, “You know, it hasn’t always been like that. I’m sure up to this point there are people out there who still think that I suck or don’t think very highly on me,” she looked exceptionally serious at that point in time.

“[B]ut it’s something I’ve learned to accept throughout the years. Because when I first started out, I had really bad feedback from the listeners, posting hurtful remarks and all that…I know that you can’t possibly please everybody. That’ll be a really difficult task and hard to live with,” her eyes seemed distant at that instant.

“So I just do the best I can and if there’re people who like me, I’m happy for that, but for those who don’t, I guess you can’t change it”.

When asked if Carrie Chong is really as sweet as she sounds on radio in person, she explained, “Sweet is just one part of me. People who know me, they know me as someone who’s very forthright [and] very up-front. I curse and swear, I don’t deny that,” she paused. On seeing my shocked reaction, she added, “I guess everyone does that when you’re really mad.

“To think about it, I’m not trying to be somebody I’m not. Some people who go on air are very lively and extroverted, but in real life, they’re not. I think I strike a good balance between the two”.
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Commenting on what it takes to be a good radio presenter, she said, laughing, “I’m not sure if I’m qualified enough to answer this question, but he or she has to be someone who speaks well. No funny accent, especially in Singapore radio. People will get turned off. Must have a larger than life personality – expressive, because there’s no visual on radio, so it’s more difficult to express yourself.

“It’s up to the DJ to push the boundaries where certain issues are concern. You really have to be smart, in that sense, to know what to say, when to say and what not to say”.

There has always been quite a few misconceptions about radio presenter, so what is the biggest of them all?

“…that we do nothing but go on air for three or four hours and play songs and that it’s an easy job”, she said as-a-matter-of-factly. “There’re other responsibilities aside from going on air. We do production for trailers, shows from outside, ‘V.Os.’, and we attend meetings and stuffs like that. And we don’t get to play what we want!” She said, chuckling.

The question of whether we will be seeing her name on LIME magazine’s Annual Popularity Poll in future, she stated, “It doesn’t really matter because I don’t do radio to gain popularity. It doesn’t mean that people don’t love you or you’re not popular when your name isn’t there. It’s not like a recognition of your work, like the Oscars,” she gave the “Duh” look. “It’s just people’s personal opinion.

“I do radio because I love what I do, not because of polls or anything like that”.

Do remember to catch Carrie Chong on her upcoming debut drama, “Chemistry”, which she acts as herself, and her “Late night Show” from 11pm-2am every weeknight.

