Mediterranean Storm Petrel
Kangu ta’ Filfla (Bunittien)

Synonyms: Thallasidroma melitensis (Schembri, 1843), 

Thallasidroma pelagica in Strickland (1844)

Procellaria pelagica (Linn.) in Despott (1915)

Race: Hydrobates (pelagicus) melitensis (Schembri, 1843)

Type specimen: Thallasidroma melitensis Schembri 1843, cat. No. D5418 female Merseyside Natural History Museum, Liverpool, U.K. Received from Schembri, March, 1847.

Status: Very common localised breeder from February to October

IUCN Red List: Near Threatened

BirdLife International: Secure

Malta Red Data Book: R

EU Birds Directive: Annex 1

Distribution: Smallest European seabird the size of a large sparrow. Present in the Eastern and Central Mediterranean and the North Atlantic. Main breeding concentrations in the Siculo-Melitensis basin. The largest known colonies are located on Filfla Island (5,000-8,000bp) and Marettimo (>1,000bp) with other sizeable colonies in Italy, Spain and France. Small numbers are known from Croatia and Greece.

Status in the Maltese Islands: The Storm Petrel is a common breeding visitor, reported as breeding in large numbers in the boulder and rubble screes of Filfla and in a small cave at Ta’Cenc cliffs in Gozo. Single birds have been observed along the southern cliffs throughout most months of the year. In May and June of 2007 daily sightings were reported from the north-east coast of Malta were 7 birds mist-netted.

Breeding Ecology: The Storm Petrel makes landfall by the end of February and egg laying takes place from April to June. The last birds abandon the colonies by October.
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Ringing & Recoveries: Over 18,000 Storm Petrels have been ringed on Filfla between 1968 and 2007, of which 12 have been recovered outside territorial waters. The most interesting recovery is that of an adult bird washed ashore after a storm on a Dutch beach and another recovered along the French Atlantic coast. Another ten birds were recovered in Sicilian waters.

Threats: Introduced predators: As in all seabirds, adults and chicks are susceptible to predation by rats (Rattus spp.) and feral cats (Felis sylvestris). Fortunately the breeding colonies are not accessible to these two predators. The eradication of rats from the north-east peninsula (Malta) resulted in daily sightings of Storm Petrels along the coast. It is hoped that with the absence of predators, storm petrels will now attempt to breed in the area. 

Avian predators: The Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis is the dominant predator on Filfla Island. During the gull’s breeding season, trans-Saharan migrants form the bulk of their diet augmented by storm petrels. Gulls have strategically constructed their nests in front of petrel’s common entrances. 

Conservation Actions:

· Maintain predator free colonies

· Prepare an Action Plan

Monitoring:

· Continuous monitoring of breeding populations and distribution

· Establish extent of non-breeding birds flying along Malta’s coast

Research Priorities:

· Elaborate on a reliable monitoring program;

· Continuous work on breeding ecology and biology
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