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Reasons to purchase a digital camera

1. No processing or film costs,

2. The immediacy of seeing just-shot images,

3. Virtually instant uploads to your computer and the Web,

4. Quick and easy editing and fine-tuning,

5. Ability to generate high-quality photographs with almost any ink jet printer.

Reasons to not purchase a digital camera

1. You already have a good film camera and/or scanner

2. Digital cameras and accessories are expensive

3. There is too much technical know-how in digital photography

4. Processing digital photos is time consuming

Buying considerations

1. Price

2. Picture quality (number of megapixels and lens quality)

3. Point and shoot and/or aperture/shutter priority

4. Size of prints desired

2 Mp – 4x6

3 Mp – 8x10

4 Mp – 11x14

5. Ease of use

6. Size, styling, look & feel – range 4 oz to 40 oz

7. Macro capability

8. Zoom factor – optical zoom (not digital zoom)

9. Battery life

10. Memory card type

11. Auxiliary flash 

Search Google with “how to buy a digital camera”

PCWorld.com – How to Buy a Digital Camera

Digital Camera Buying Guide

Product guide and reviews – digital camera/ how to buy Digital Cameras

Finding the right digital camera
Research

(see http://www.geocities.com/digitalcamera14, 

click on ‘Digital Camera’)

1.   Reviews: www.imaging-resource.com (Dave's camera picks)

2. Reviews: www.dpreview.com (side-by-side comparisons & user comments)

3. Reviews: www.megapixel.net (monthly photo contest)

4. Reviews: www.steves-digicams.com

5. Reviews: www.digitalcamera-hq.com (top selling cameras)

6. Reviews: www.cnet.com (user comments)

Hands-on

1.  Borrow a camera

2.  At an electronics store – Circuit City, Comp USA

3.  At a camera store – get a salesman’s recommendations

Digital Camera Features

1. Resolution - 1600x1200, 640x480

2. Image Quality - Hi, Fine, Normal, Basic

3. Focus Mode – Auto Focus, Infinity, Macro close-up, Manual focus

4. Metering - Matrix, Spot, Center-weighted

5. Exposure Compensation - plus & minus 2.0 EV, steps of 0.3

6. White Balance - AUTO, White preset, Sunny, Incandescent, Florescent, Cloudy, Flash

7. Image Adjustment - Standard, Contrast +, Contrast -, Lighten, Darken

8. Sensitivity - Auto, ISO 100, 200, 400

9. Multishot or Movie Mode - Single, Continuous, 16-shots, VGA sequence, Ultra high-speed continuous - Best-Shot Selection

10. Flash Mode - Auto, Flash cancel, Anytime flash, Slow synchronized, Red-eye reduction

11. Self-Timer - On (3 sec or 10 sec), Off

12. Exposure Modes – Programmed, Aperture priority, Shutter priority, Manual

13. Scene Modes - preprogrammed exposure modes - Portrait, Party/Indoor, Night Portrait, Beach/Snow, Landscape, Sunset, Night Landscape, Museum, Fireworks Show, Close Up, Copy, Back Light, Sports, Panorama Assist, Dawn/Dusk and Multiple Exposure

14. And many more…
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Why more megapixels?

1. Larger prints

2. Advanced camera features

3. Good prints even with cropping

4. Higher quality TV images

Camera Software

1. Image transfer utility

2. Basic image-editing
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