Dark Half of the Year: A Comparison of 

Autumn Equinox, Samhain, Winter Solstice, Imbolc

Autumn Equinox:

Traditional Pagan/Wiccan:

Also called Mabon for Welsh Fertility God. A thanksgiving. Completion of Harvest, Prepare for death, Nature declines

Ariadne’s Thread:

Descent of Persephone, Prepare for winter, Time to focus, Inward, Separate, Grief, Mourning, Death, Renewal

Aradia Cycle:

Goddess/Aradia becomes Crone, The Coming of the Crone, Endings that encourage new beginnings, Cut away to old and tired.

Samhain:

Tradition Pagan/Wiccan:

Death of the God, Sacrifice, Reflection over the past year, Death, Separation, the Veil between the Spirit/Mundane is thin, Remember Ancestors

Ariadne’s Thread:

Halloween or Hallowmas, Powerful, Celebrate Crone, Dark Feminine rules, Healing, Creation, Divination, Communicate with dead, Dreams, Darkness, Honor Ancestors

Aradia Cycle: 

Witch’s New Year, Aradia’s death and return to Her Mother, the Goddess, Removal of light, Activity in the Underworld, Clear the way for new beginnings, Dreams, Seed is planned for rebirth, Commune with the Dead, Rest, Divination

Winter Solstice:

Traditional Pagan/Wiccan:

Goddess gives birth to the God, Celebration for Sun reborn, Light fires/candles to welcome God, Goddess rests after delivery – winter, Birth of Divine Son. Rebirth

Ariadne’s Thread

Similar themes – birth of Divine Daughter, Maiden’s spiritual birth, Child, Change in energy, Stories of birth, Creation

Aradia Cycle:

 Goddess is pregnant and will give birth at the Spring Equinox, Rebirth, Growing, New Goals, Death leading to germinating, new life.

Imbolc:

Traditional Pagan/Wiccan:

Recovery of Goddess after giving birth, She awakens by light, Beginnings of spring, Purification, Light, Fertility, Initiations/Dedications

Ariadne’s Thread:

Aradia takes vows, Acknowledge the work of the Priestess, Initiations, Dedication, Renew Vows, Learning, Remembering, Purification, Spring Cleaning

Aradia Cycle:

The Quickening – birth of Aradia is near, Seed Germination, Child in the Goddess’ womb moves, Coven makes all the candles they need for the year, Defeat of winter and growing of the light, Cleansing, Purifying

