Light Half of the Year: A Comparison of 

Spring Equinox, Beltane, Summer Solstice, Lammas

Spring Equinox:

Traditional Pagan/Wiccan:

First day of spring, beginnings, action, planting, gardening, fertility, rebirth, birth, renewal, purification, spring-cleaning, light and dark are equal.

Ariadne’s Thread:

Kore – The Maiden, retelling of Kore myth, physical rebirth of Goddess, Maiden, and Nature, reuniting with mother, friendship, bonds, family.

Aradia Cycle:

Birthday of Aradia, renewal of life, connection to Birthing Goddess, symbolic rebirth enactment with doll or participants, elemental blessing.

Beltane:

Tradition Pagan/Wiccan:

Young God reaches manhood, Goddess and God fall in love and conceive a child, fertility, vitality, passion, hope, life, honor ancestors, healing, fire-focused, first blooms, feast, celebration, party, rejoice, sacred marriage.

Ariadne’s Thread:

Diana, power, menstruation, coming of age, initiation rights, flowering, blood, red, celebration, growing, maiden, virgin.

Aradia Cycle: 

Passage into womanhood, heart of women’s mysteries, power of womyn with all rights and responsibilities, house of the moon, cycles of self and nature, connection to ancestors through blood, Great Goddess as first ancestor, Lady of the Moon.

Summer Solstice:

Traditional Pagan/Wiccan:

Powers of nature at highest point, fertility, purification, health, love, longest day, height of sun’s power, Goddess heavy with child, motherhood, fatherhood, glory to sun, protection, fire, fairies, wedding.

Ariadne’s Thread

Aphrodite, mysteries of love and passion, womanhood, pregnancy, fertility, sex, dark and light, orgasm, marriage, life force – Kundalini/Shakti, birth, nature, love between women, friendship, seeing the Goddess in other womyn, sexual passion, mystery.

Aradia Cycle:

Mystery of musk & patchouli, fertility realized, Aradia is fully physically mature, embodiment of the magick of love, love, pleasure with self or partner, scented oils, music.

Lammas:

Traditional Pagan/Wiccan:

Time of the 1st harvest, God begins dying, Goddess begins to mourn Him, change, bounty, 1st fruits, corn, wheat, barley, grains, Goddess still pregnant, thanksgiving, abundance, plenty.

Ariadne’s Thread:

Habondia, ripe, swelling with life, bounty, blessings, celebrate life, nature, outdoors, heat of sun, communities, survival, thanksgiving, abundance, choices, comfort, political/racial/class/privilege issues, communication, social, animal, play, kinship with nature.

Aradia Cycle:

The green and the gold, reaches physical and emotional maturity, chooses a permanent partner, handfasting, wedding, fairs, picnics, gatherings, nature, community, coming together, fun, celebration, party, joy.

