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I know what you’re thinking: “Oh no, not another tycoon game!”

Yes, it’s true, the whole tycoon thing does sim a bit out of control, but it doesn’t surprise me, as it’s a very well-liked type of game.

Just like The Sims and RollerCoaster Tycoon. Zoo Tycoon has taken the leap to the world of 3D graphics. This means that now you can experience your zoo even more, and from a first person view too. Get up close and personal with your visitors and enjoy the zoo via  Zoo Guest mode, or come face-to-face with animals while taking care of them in Zookeeper mode. You can even take pictures of the animals in action and create a photo album (even share it online) by using the Zoo Photo Safari. 

Zoo Tycoon 2 features more than 300 building and exhibit objects, themed buildings, guest attractions and toys. With the new Habitat Builder tool you can create amazing exhibits featuring moats and waterfalls for instance. The Biome Brush is the final touch on creating a new exhibit and it’s used to paint instant landscapes, from deserts to rainforests. 

The game also offers downloadable content, including more building objects and animals to add more variety to your game.

Your animals will have happy or angry smileys above their heads showing their mood, and your zookeeper will let you know if they need more space or anything else to be comfortable in their habitats. You will also receive messages when a female is pregnant, when a peacock lays an egg and when the egg hatches. 

The way you design and build your zoo will determine how your animals perform and what animations you will see, and these animations are really nicely done.

You will see a peacock egg hatch among a bunch of sparkles, a tiger climbing a tree, camels pacing to the nearest shade or a baby gazelle hopping around like there’s no tomorrow. They act like the real thing.

There are 30 animals to “adopt”: tigers, camels, pandas, hippos, chimpanzees, kangaroos, gazelles, peacocks and many others that will definetly make the delights of your visitors.

The Campaign and Freeform modes offer dynamic and random challenges which  allow players to explore deeper and more interesting gameplay scenarios. You can accept additional challenges, such as nursing an animal back to health through random challenges presented to players during the course of zoo building, or accept dynamic challenges which directly relate to the scenario you are currently playing. There are 20 scenarios to complete, with different goals such as saving endagered species (by breeding them), release animals into the wild, restore troubled zoos to their former glory and taking care of sick animals.

You can download the trial version of the game at the official site. This demo has limited content, of course. You can only play in Freeform mode, it only allows you to adopt four animals (Bengal Tiger, Thomson’s Gazelle, Dromedary Camel and Common Peafowl) and it has a limited number of buildings, amenities and scenery objects. You can’t save your game in progress, but the demo provides the overall feeling of the full version.

And if you want Zoo Tycoon 2 to go, it’s also available for mobile phones, and it can be used in conjunction with the PC version to unlock new content. The mobile version includes two modes to play, Freeform (with three or five exhibits) and Zoo Photo mode. If you complete all the goals in the Zoo Photo mode, you unlock an exclusive download for the PC version. More about the mobile version can be found at the following link:

http://phoenix.labs.cybiko.com/zootycoon/index.php

I only have one ‘but’, and that’s with the sound effects. Although the animal sounds are trully realistic, the guest sounds are… how should I put this… really retarded. No one I know ever let out such sounds in admiration. And they lack in variety too, cheers and exclamations as the guest view your animals get pretty annoying really fast.

Zoo Tycoon 2 is something parents should play with their kids. There is a lesson to teach here, how it is to take care of animals (since you can interact with them in first person to fill the water/food bowls and groom them), plus the instructive side of watching how animals interact with one another.

Overall, it’s a pretty good game with the advantage of being educational. Kinda like watching the Nature Channel, but in a fun interactive way.

System Requirements:

· Pentium 733 or higher processor

· Windows 98 Second Edition, Windows Me, Windows 2000, or Windows XP

· 256 Megabytes (MB) of RAM

· 900 MB of available hard disk space 

· A 4× CD-ROM drive

· A Direct3D-compatible super VGA display adapter with 16 MB of VRAM

· A sound card and speakers or headphones for audio

· DirectX 9.0b or later

· Internet access for optional downloadable content

