Virtual Field Trip back to 1963


First Stop: 

 As you have learned, the Civil Rights Movement started mostly in the South.  Your first stop is to check out Birmingham, Alabama during the time period that the novel took place.  Read about the history of the city and the role it played in the Civil Rights Movement.  


Second Stop: 

Now that you have seen and read about Birmingham during the Civil Rights Movement, this next site will let you explore Birmingham, AL in modern times.  After visiting both sites, create a Venn diagram comparing and contrasting the city in both time periods. 

Third Stop:

In the novel, Grandma Sand’s church is bombed.  The novel tells us that the event was based on a true story.  This next site will let you read about that horrific day in September.  After you explore this site and read about the bombing, write a journal entry from the perspective of a witness of this event.  Think about how Kenny feels and reacts in the novel to help you shape your thoughts. 


Fourth Stop:

Now that you have seen the city then and now and read about the real account of the bombing, take some time to visit this site and see the real life images of those fighting for their Civil Rights.  After you view several photos, choose one that really moved you and write a reflection about why it moved you, what it means to you, and how history has changed. 

