Dear Professor Marits,

The sexual harassment topic was an important one for the three of us to address since we all have experienced some form; either directly or indirectly. Many of our shared stories had the similar theme of picking and choosing when to fight this unjust behavior. This type of social plague in a military setting can affect not only women, but the men as well and ultimately the military mission. The role of our soldiers and sailors is to fight an external force, not one within our ranks. Our perspectives range from three different vantage points; starting with Tamara who was active-duty Navy for 9-years, Amy, a military spouse, and Samantha, a civilian. 
We all realized something different during our research, but reached similar conclusions about how the military absolutely needs to get a handle on how to prevent incidents of harassment. Women have been serving the United States of America in various positions during times of war; but WWII saw serious implementation of women with the WAVEs and WACs. However, it was only until Tailhook, fifty years later that sexual harassment issues in the military became part of the public conscience. Not only was the Tailhook scandal a big deal, the military had to face up to the fact that sexual harassment had been going on and there was no way to minimize it anymore. Additionally, this scandal also exposed the reality that men were also victims of sexual harassment. Interestingly enough, the male dominated warrior culture also allows men to torment men.
Our experience in-class prepared us to uncover the true crimes of this topic. Regardless of how physically and mentally capable women are they need to be fully educated on how to psychologically deal with men. Our summary/response work exposed us to some amazingly triumphant stories, while also reminding us of the heartbreaking reality that we still have a long way to go. We believe the feminine perspective lies within all of us, male and female and for serious advancement in equal treatment both sexes need to work together to educate, honor, and celebrate women.
Respectfully,
Tamara, Amy, Samantha

