How to Summarize Academic Text

Reading & Prewriting. Read the article carefully. Jot down short (no more than five words) notes for the paragraphs, identifying the main point of each. Identify the writer's main point or thesis.  Restate that thesis in a concise sentence with totally your own wording. Show how the main points of the paragraphs support or "prove" the article's thesis. Look for key phrases, clauses, or sentences from the article that state important points unusually well. You may want to quote these points directly in your summary. 
Writing. In the first paragraph of your summary, include the name of the author, the title of the article, and, briefly, the article's main point. If necessary for the credibility of your summary, include the name of the source (underlined) and the author's credentials. State the major points of the article in the same order used by the author. Do not omit any important point. Develop the main points with supporting data used by the author, key quotes from the article, and general explanations. Your summary should substantially condense the original article. It should be no more than 25%-30% of the original. 
Avoid plagiarism. The summary must be primarily in your own words. You must be careful to enclose in quotation marks phrases, clauses, or sentences taken directly from the article. Integrate quotes effectively into your own prose. Include proper page references with the quotes. Make your summary cohere by properly linking the author's points with such transitions as; for example, furthermore, thus, nevertheless, in addition, etc. Properly link your statements to the original article with such tags as; according to the article, the author maintains, he (author) says, he argues, he points out, and so on.
Unify your summary with a clear thesis and subtopics. Write an introduction and a conclusion.
Editing. Check to see that you have written in complete sentences. Make sure of your spelling and punctuation. If necessary include a complete bibliographic citation which follows the form required by the instructor. Be careful with word choice. Avoid unnecessary wordiness

Exercise #1

Directions: Determine the number of words you can use to summarize the internet article below.

The death toll from last weekend's earthquake-tsunami catastrophe rose to more than 117,000 Thursday as Indonesia uncovered more and more dead from ravaged Sumatra island, where pilots dropped food to remote villages still unreachable by rescue workers. A false alarm that new killer waves were about to hit sparked panic in India, Sri Lanka and Thailand
Total # of words________________x .25=__________for summary

Exercise #2
Directions: Write a summary of the internet article above.  
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