SUMMARY OF 44th SUPPLEMENT TO AOU CHECKLIST (released 2003)
This summary does not include minor text corrections.  It summarizes significant changes such as name changes, splits, etc.

Move the species in orders Anseriformes and Galliformes to a position immediately before Gaviiformes (loons)
Neocrex colombianus (Colombian Crake) should be Neocrex colombiana (Colombian Crake)
Larus belcheri (Band-tailed Gull) renamed Larus belcheri (Belcher's Gull)
Chlidonias hybridus (Whiskered Tern) should be Chlidonias hybrida (Whiskered Tern)
Columba livia (Rock Dove) renamed Columba livia (Rock Pigeon)

Columba (Old World species)
genus Columba

Patagioenas
, so Columba cayennensis renamed Patagioenas cayennensis (Pale-vented Pigeon)


, so Columba speciosa renamed Patagioenas speciosa (Scaled Pigeon)

, so Columba squamosa renamed Patagioenas squamosa (Scaly-naped Pigeon)

, so Columba leucocephala renamed Patagioenas leucocephala (White-crowned Pigeon)

, so Columba flavirostris renamed Patagioenas flavirostris (Red-billed Pigeon)

, so Columba inornata renamed Patagioenas inornata (Plain Pigeon)

, so Columba fasciata renamed Patagioenas fasciata (Band-tailed Pigeon)

, so Columba caribaea renamed Patagioenas caribaea (Ring-tailed Pigeon)

, so Columba subvinacea renamed Patagioenas subvinacea (Ruddy Pigeon)

, so Columba nigrirostris renamed Patagioenas nigrirostris (Short-billed Pigeon)

Otus (all of subgenus Megascops (New World species) removed except Otus flammeolus)
genus Otus

Megascops
, so Otus kennicottii renamed Megascops kennicottii (Western Screech-Owl)

, so Otus asio renamed Megascops asio (Eastern Screech-Owl)

, so Otus seductus renamed Megascops seductus (Balsas Screech-Owl)

, so Otus cooperi renamed Megascops cooperi (Pacific Screech-Owl)

, so Otus trichopsis renamed Megascops trichopsis (Whiskered Screech-Owl)

, so Otus choliba renamed Megascops choliba (Tropical Screech-Owl)

, so Otus barbarus renamed Megascops barbarus (Bearded Screech-Owl)

, so Otus guatemalae renamed Megascops guatemalae (Vermiculated Screech-Owl)

, so Otus clarki renamed Megascops clarki (Bare-shanked Screech-Owl)

, so Otus nudipes renamed Megascops nudipes (Puerto Rican Screech-Owl)

In Notes under Megascops guatemalae (Vermiculated Screech-Owl), M. atricapillus should be M. atricapilla

Otus (monotypic genus Gymnoglaux is reinstated, inserted after Megascops nudipes)
genus Otus

Gymnoglaux
, so Otus lawrencii (Cuban Screech-Owl) renamed Gymnoglaux lawrencii (Bare-legged Owl)

genus Bubo 

Bubo
, so Nyctea scandiaca renamed Bubo scandiacus (Snowy Owl)
genus Nyctea 

Chaetura spinicauda (Band-rumped Swift) should be Chaetura spinicaudus (Band-rumped Swift)

Picoides dorsalis (American Three-toed Woodpecker) – New World
Picoides tridactylus (Three-toed Woodpecker)

Picoides tridactylus (Eurasian Three-toed Woodpecker) – Extralimital
Ornithion brunneicapillum (Brown-capped Tyrannulet) should be Ornithion brunneicapillus (Brown-capped Tyrannulet)
Vireo atricapillus (Black-capped Vireo) should be Vireo atricapilla (Black-capped Vireo)
Poecile atricapilla (Black-capped Chickadee) should be Poecile atricapillus (Black-capped Chickadee)
Seiurus aurocapillus (Ovenbird) should be Seiurus aurocapilla (Ovenbird)
Chrysothlypis chrysomelaena (Black-and-yellow Tanager) should be Chrysothlypis chrysomelas (Black-and-yellow Tanager)
Move genera Euphonia and Chlorophonia from order Thraupidae and insert into order Fringillidae as subfamily Euphoniinae immediately after subfamily Fringillinae (immediately after Fringilla montifringilla (Brambling))

Loxia megaplaga (Hispaniolan Crossbill) – Haiti and Dominican Republic
Loxia leucoptera (White-winged Crossbill)

Loxia leucoptera (White-winged Crossbill)
Add Oenoenas chiriquensis (Chiriqui Pigeon) into Part 2 of the Appendix after Larus nelsoni (Nelson's Gull)
French changes not included in this summary.
Key:

Changes that will affect the ABA checklist
Changes that only affect the AOU checklist

ABA and AOU extralimital changes


Represents split:

Represents merge:
This is not an official AOU or ABA approved summary, but the summary was compiled with great care to ensure that there are no errors.  It can be dependably used as a substitute for the difficult to read AOU supplement.

