ICS Coordinator: Michael Vallance

WWW Advanced search

Our choice for the best 2 search returns in exercise 1 are (1-5) and (16-20)

Group 4, No.6-No.10

1. No.6 Jin Xu, James
2. No.7 Lin Zhe, Jeffrey
3. No.10 Shan Wenming

4.  No.9 Liu Xiao, Jo

5.  No.8 Liu Ting
Worksheet 2:Conducting an ‘intelligent’ search on the World Wide Web

In Worksheet 1 we looked at searching the Web using general search engines. As academics you will need to access files that offer credibility and reliability. For this we can best use a library’s resource of recommended web sites and online catalogues.

Let’s search for Linux.

Just what is Linux? Go to http://www.webopedia.com 

Write IN YOUR OWN WORDS a definition of Linux here: 

It is a free distributable open source operating system that runs on a number of hardware platforms. Because it is both free and can runs on a lot of platforms, it is a very popular alternative.
Now let’s conduct a search of Web databases.

STEP 1: Go to the Nanyang Technological University (NTU) library. It’s at http://www.ntu.edu.sg/library/ 

STEP 2: Click OPAC
Click Search NTU Library OPAC 

Type Linux.

Q: How many titles are listed? 156
STEP 3: Go back to the Nanyang Technological University (NTU) library page. It’s at http://www.ntu.edu.sg/library/
Go to Quick Links

Click e-journal.

Q: Write the name of a Linux periodical that can be viewed as an electronic document.

Linux Journal Interactive (SSC) 
Some services like OPAC or TIARA may require you to provide a user name and password. Also, some search services may only be available within the particular library. This is most often due to the fact that the library has paid a lot of money for a subscription to the corresponding database. 

Let’s look at a database that does not require a password.

STEP 4: Go back to the Nanyang Technological University (NTU) library page. It’s at http://www.ntu.edu.sg/library/
· Go to Quick Links 

· Click DATABASES
· Then SUBJECT LIST- ENGINEERING AND SCIENCE

· Select ELECTRICAL AND ELECTRONICS

· Select COMPUTER SOURCE via EBSCOhost

· Now search for Linux titles

Question: How many Linux titles are listed?  7532
STEP 5: Once you have the WWW information, how do you reference it APA style in your report?

Examples.

Vallance, M. (1998). Using Technology to Create Learner-centred Classrooms Retrieved February 11, 2004, from  http://www-eng.tp.edu.sg/tcs/front.htm
Mac OS X is really UNIX in disguise (n.d) Retrieved February 11, 2004, from http://www.apple.com/osx/
STEP 6: I found a definition at Hyperdictionary’s Web site though there is no author’s name. I accessed it on Monday Nov 3rd 2003. Using the above examples, complete the reference of the Web page where I found the definition to Linux:

Linux is an open-source version of the UNIX operating system (n.d) Retrieved November 3, 2003, from http://www.hyperdictionary.com/search.aspx?define=linux
For more information on APA style and exercises, see web site at http://homepage.mac.com/mvallance/student/Menu35.html
Practice

Using the Web databases, find information about the following topics:

	UNIX

	Definition
	A computer operating system (the basic software running on a computer, underneath things like word processors and spreadsheets). It is the most common operating system for servers on the Internet.

	How many titles are listed?
	2,010,000

	Write the reference to ONE resource (journal, etc).
	Gauthier, Richard L(1981). Using the UNIX system / Richard Gauthier Reston, Va. Reston Pub. Co

	Write the reference to ONE Web page (as shown above).
	NNIX is a computer operating system (n.d) Retrieved March 30, 2004, from http://www.library.arizona.edu/rio/glossary.htm

	
	

	C++

	Definition
	C++ is an object-oriented programming (OOP) language that is viewed by many as the best language for creating large-scale applications. C++ is a superset of the C language.

	How many titles are listed?
	434

	Write the reference to ONE resource (journal, etc).
	James, O. C. (1992). Advanced C++ programming styles and idioms. Reading, Massachusetts: Addison-Wesley Publishing Company.

	Write the reference to ONE Web page (as shown above).
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C++ is an object-oriented programming language that is viewed by many as the best language for creating large-scale applications.(n.d) Retried March 30, 2004, from 
http://searchwebservices.techtarget.com/gDefinition/0,,sid26_gci211850,00.html
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