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Worksheet 1: Conducting an ‘intelligent’ search on the World Wide Web.

Searching The Web

Access Internet Explorer or Netscape and go to the following 4 search engines. To narrow your search we can put the phrases inside inverted commas (“word here”). This is a useful technique for exact phrases. Some search engines will do this automatically.

1. Complete the table below. How many sites are listed for the following topics?

	Search Engines
	Bluetooth
	Liquid Crystal Displays
	The Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers

	www.askjeeves.com
	N.A.
Maximum 200

Hits displayed
	N.A
Maximum 200

Hits displayed 
	N.A
Maximum 200

Hits displayed

	www.google.com
	4,180,000
	297,000
	826,000

	http://search.msn.com/
	1,087,939
	58,493
	107,532

	www.infoseek.com
	2,190,000
	130,000
	362,000


Obviously you cannot visit every site (
Also, when you typed Liquid Crystal Displays the search engine probably found sites containing

a. Liquid

b. Crystal

c. Displays

d. Liquid Crystal

e. Crystal Displays

A search engine is like a sweeping brush…it does not find every site and often a second search with the same words may reveal different sites (just like a sweeping brush picks up different dust on a second sweep).

Advanced Search

Open www.google.com and select ADVANCED. There are a number of options to limit your search (see below). Try to input words to narrow your results. You can also use different spellings (color, colour) or endings (-ed, -ing) or equivalent terms (cold fusion, hydrogen).
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2. Complete the table below using the Advanced Search. How many sites are listed for the following topics?

	Search Engines
	Studying British (or American) English on the Internet 
	Improving listening skills for English learners 
	Studying for a Microsoft systems engineer certificate in Singapore

	www.google.com
	21
	529
	226

	http://search.msn.com
	23
	850
	5


Practice

1. Search the Web for the answers to the following questions. Use the Advanced Search tool.

1.1 In which year was electricity discovered? ___1752________ 

Write the Web address here: _www.upenn.edu/almanac/v46/n23/LeapYear.html____________

1.2 What are the 3 largest cities in the world? 

	City
	Criteria (by size, by population, other)

	1. Tokyo
2. Mexico City
3. Mumbai
	26.4million
18.1 million

18.1 million


1.3 In 1970 the world population was 3.7 billion. What was it in Yr 2000? _6,079,006,982____

1.4. What is the capital city of the following countries?

	Country
	Capital city

	Britain

Uruguay

Luxembourg

Bhutan
Saudi Arabia
	London
Montevideo

Luxembourg

Thimphu

Riyadh


1.5 Which of the above counties is nearest China? ___Bhutan_________

2. TYPE your answers to the following questions IN YOUR OWN WORDS. One short sentence only. 

	Bluetooth.

	What is it?
	Bluetooth is a method for data communication that uses short-range radio links to replace cables between computers and their connected units.

	What is it used for?
	Bluetooth will enable users to connect to a wide range of computing and telecommunications devices without the need to buy, carry, or connect cables 

	The Internet Society

	What is it?
	The Internet Society is the international organization for global cooperation and coordination for the Internet and its internetworking technologies and applications.

	What are their main goals?
	The goal of the Internet Society (ISOC) is to enhance the availability and use of the Internet for the benefit of all people throughout the world.

	The Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers (IEEE)

	Why is it important for engineering students to know about the Institute?
	It is a leading authority in many technical fields. It publishes much literature and holds many major conferences in technical field.


3. Locate these Web sites and complete the table.

	Name of site
	Web address
	What information can be found at this site?

	How Stuff Works
	http://www.howstuffworks.com
	Explanations about form and function in science and technology.

	Education Resource Information Centre
	http://eric.ed.gov/
	Education literature and resources.
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