DESTINIZER
Dai Jinzo Ningen Tai Destinizer / Giant Artificial Human Force Destinizer
22. BATTLE OF LIFE
Opening Theme: ‘Number of the Beast’ by Iron Maiden
Jimmy sat on a plastic chair in the Destinizer hangar. Sky had been fully repaired after it was brought in 9 hours ago and the scientists were able to revitalise the pilot’s leg. Tracks, Manta and Jungle were in Stream-1, the trapped pilots within being extracted with utmost precision. Jimmy still had to find Lycan though the staff in Vision-1 had already tracked her down to Transylvania. It was possible that he would die against Lycan, a giant mess of pure rage and fury stemming from Maria’s secret fire. She had told Jimmy she wanted revenge on the GWG but never said why.
Jimmy couldn’t bring himself to think of his friends, his team mates trapped inside those monsters. Felicia, Angel, Peter, Maria, all of them. All trapped. And it was all the fault of the Cadre. While they had successfully killed the villains, hopefully for good this time, they had managed to destroy four of the Destinizers, allowing the frustration of the pilots to awaken the Animoids. And when he was fighting Tracks, it had nearly crushed him to death in its hand. Fortunately, he was able to find Angel’s soul inside the creature and for a few moments, she controlled Tracks enough to save Jimmy from it.
Burying his face in his hands, Jimmy’s mind spun. He’d looked death in the eye and escaped by the skin of his teeth, now he was being made to face the most Animoid of them all. He questioned if he would even stand the slimmest chance of survival.
“Jimmy, it’s time to go,” said Dr. Kane from Vision-1, “Lycan is still out in Transylvania and we must get to it before it causes anymore destruction. We believe it to be the in the vicinity of a historical landmark – Castle Hilltop.”

“I’m going, I’m going,” Jimmy murmured, “How can they send a kid after this thing? It’s fucking heartless.” He put on his DI Suit’s helmet and entered his robot.

“Well Sky ol’ buddy, ol’ pal, ol’ amigo,” Jimmy said as he took his seat, “We got us a dog to catch.” Like always, the hangar opened and the blue-and-white Destinizer took off into space, heading downwards to the small country of Romania.
Down in Transylvania, people stared in awe at the mighty machine coming towards them. A little girl tugged her mother’s dress and squealed, “Look Mommy! It’s a giant robot! A giant robot!” “I know honey,” the mother nodded. Isis Khamen knew about giant robots, after all, she used to be the pilot of one of the earliest forms of battle machine along with a few others. “We should go now honey,” the woman tugged her daughter away gently. “But maybe it’s here to fight that monster!” her daughter protested, “I wanna see!” Isis was silent for a moment or two then spoke, “We can watch from the house, now come on before something bad happens.” With that, mother and daughter left the scene swiftly.

Sky landed in the middle of the wide street, its head turning from left to right. There was suddenly a loud, bloodcurdling howl. Sky looked in the direction of the howl to see Lycan’s head just above the tall trees of a dense forest. “There you are Maria,” Jimmy murmured as Sky held out its Omega-3, loaded with tranquilizer rounds. For safety’s sake, he made sure his particle katana was prepared for ejection. “Let’s do it,” Jimmy said. Sky took off, gliding towards Lycan at full speed but at the last second, Lycan propped itself on its arms, spinning its legs up to kick Sky in the gut and bringing the robot to the ground. Jimmy grunted from the impact and willed Sky to stand, aiming the Omega-3. Lycan growled and sliced the Omega-3. At first it seemed nothing had happened then the end of the rifle’s barrel fell off and hit the ground with a thump. “Oh…crap,” Jimmy gulped, watching the rifle fall to pieces and the rounds hit the earth below. Lycan pounced on Sky and the robot skidded along the ground, crushing trees and leaving a deep scar in the ground.

Sky grabbed Lycan’s snout, trying to keep those razorblade teeth away from its neck. “You wanna play rough bitch?” Jimmy growled, not realising the irony of his question, “Then let’s do it!” Sky brought its feet up into Lycan’s rear end, sending the Animoid skidding through several trees. As Sky stood up, Lycan’s long tail shot out and wrapped around the Destinizer’s wrist, pulling it tight against the beast’s body. “Sorry, I appreciate the affection but I’m in a relationship,” Jimmy said as Sky grabbed Lycan’s tail and pulled it away then landed a punch to the wolf-creature’s face. Lycan bounced right back, pinning Sky and slashing off a lump of its chest. It then bit down on the robot’s shoulder, pulling off the armour there. Thankfully, it hadn’t bitten through to the part containing his katana. Sky drew its primary weapon and slashed Lycan’s bosom. The Animoid fell back, covering the wound with its hand.
“You asked for it Maria,” Jimmy glared at his opponent, “And I’m sorry but I don’t regret harming you!” He charged and slashed Lycan’s shoulder. The beast roared in pain and tackled Sky, sending the machine high into the night air. Jimmy let out a long cry of surprise and was unable to move Sky in time to dodge Lycan’s awaiting arms. The beast wrapped its arms around the robot and dug its claws deep into its back. Jimmy cursed loudly as he felt his own back becoming warm with blood. “Sorry, I’m not into bestiality,” the American boy pulled on the butterfly handgrips as hard as possible. Sky tore its arms free and pushed Lycan away with tremendous force, the monster crushing more trees under its weight and coming dangerously close to the old castle on the hill.
He grabbed Lycan by the neck and pounded it into the ground. In fury, the Animoid reached out with both its hands and grabbed Sky’s head casing, its jaws snapping around the robot’s faceplate. Jimmy screamed as extreme pain went through his jaw. Lycan pulled off a chunk of the faceplate, revealing part of a skull beneath it. Sky’s visor lit up and the skeletal mouth opened, revealing its own teeth. Sky let out a deep, throaty roar and bit Lycan on the shoulder. The two monsters were tangled and wrestling on the dark earth of the Transylvanian forest. As the brawl continued, both competitors took their fair share of injuries and victories.
Jimmy’s eyes narrowed in anger as Sky kicked Lycan away. He suddenly saw the tranquilizer rounds on the earth. Grabbing one, Sky tossed it with all his might. The round hit Lycan in the centre of its chest and immediately, it fell sleepily to the ground below.
Sky stood there, its legs spread and arms dangling, as if the machine itself was exhausted. “Ok Maria…you forced me to do that…now just stay asleep so we can fix you,” Jimmy murmured then opened the com-channel, “Lycan’s out cold.” “Roger that,” said Dr. Kane, “We’re sending the recovery shuttle now. Deactivate all systems expect life support and initiate internal repairs.” Jimmy nodded and hit several switches in the side of the cockpit. The lighting of the cockpit became a deep blue as systems began shutting themselves down, the only power going to life support and internal repairs.
Jimmy looked at his bloodied shoulder. The pain had subsided but now it was replaced with the feeling of depression. He lied back in his control chair and sighed. He may have been fighting giant monsters but now he’d been combating his own friends, worst of all he had just nearly killed his own leader and for some reason, that made him feel guiltier than when he was fighting Tracks.
Jimmy shook his head to regain his composure, or as much as it as possible considering his injuries from the fight. Words seemed to fly in his head, they were strange, yet for some odd reason they were comforting.
The trinity…

Human…

Beast…

Machine…

Ruling over the universe as a united force…

Destiny…

Jimmy closed his eyes, falling into a restful sleep.
Closing Theme: ‘Solitary Man’ by HIM
Next time on Destinizer…
With the Animoid crisis over, Delgado puts out an order for the beginning of Project: Vortex. Meanwhile, Felicia finds herself at the mercy of a mysterious demon that seems to be raping her on a spiritual level. Can she overcome the demon before it destroys her from the inside out?
Find out next time on Destinizer: Incubus Invasion.
