DESTINIZER
Dai Jinzo Ningen Tai Destinizer / Giant Artificial Human Force Destinizer
07. WOLF’S BANE
Opening Theme: ‘Number of the Beast’ by Iron Maiden – excerpt
“Not a machine…but a monster…” Wong Yi Seraph whispered as his Japanese features changed to the colour of milk then a scowl came to his face, “No! You are not truly Lycan! You are just a robot! An unthinking machine that needs a human to even move! A human who is not even fully grown up yet!” Kabuto ran towards Lycan, wrenching the thrown katana from Tracks’ broken bosom. Now with two weapons once more, Kabuto slashed twice at Lycan. The red-and-black Destinizer crossed its arms, generating a crescent-shaped shield. Before the samurai could move, Lycan’s hands shot out and grabbed the purple robot, tossing it across the landscape and sending it through a deserted Aphrodite Cove building. Thankfully, the citizens had evacuated before the previous fight even began.

Lycan’s forearm-mounted weapon compartments opened and two thick cables shot out, grenades placed at regular intervals down their lengths. The cables buried themselves underground, going in two straights lines towards Kabuto before exploding.
Jimmy’s jaw dropped, “Who is piloting that thing?”

“It’s Maria,” Peter explained.

“Lieutenant Rodriguez?!”

“Yes Jimmy, she is the first ever qualified Destinizer pilot and…our team leader.”

“No way! I gotta orders from her?!”

“Hey, that’s life kiddo.”

Inside Destinizer Lycan, a figure sat calmly in the control seat. Black-gloved hands gripped the butterfly handles, the red armour glinting in the lights of the cockpit. As her mighty Destinizer proceeded to tear apart her oncoming enemies, LPF Lieutenant Maria Rodriguez could do nought but smile. A Kabuto soldier came at her. She pulled the handles. Lycan’s right fist hit the purple machine before both hands dug their claws into its body, splitting it open and allowing red liquid to gush out. Lycan’s far right shoulder compartment opened and a gaggle of black spikes launched out, impaling another Kabuto and causing it to explode, in turn incinerating its sideward comrade.

“Nice…” Maria smiled to herself, the words barely audible, “…Now…let us unite my sister…” Maria relaxed, sitting back in her seat as Lycan shot straight towards the leading Kabuto. Suddenly, the caped robot grabbed one of its team mates before flying out of the way. Lycan grabbed the victim’s neck and began squeezing. The red Destinizer’s faceplate opened just as Sky’s had before, baring its two rows of threatening, gnashing teeth. The pilot inside the Kabuto screamed in pain as Lycan increased its grip to such a degree that the purple victim’s head simply popped off, followed by a river of fluid. The red robot then stood up and turned its attention towards the two last Kabutoes heading straight for it. 
Lycan raised its hands and at their current speed, the Kabutoes couldn’t avoid ramming straight onto the awaiting claws. Lycan raised its captives and smashed them together, the GWG soldiers screamed as they were cut to pieces in a downpour of debris.
The lead Kabuto was running as fast as it could, the explosion having jarred its wing mechanisms. Wong Yi looked back and let out a cry of shock at how close the pursuing Destinizer Lycan was. The bared teeth alone were enough to chill his blood. “No…I am a samurai…” Wong Yi reminded himself, “…I fight…I will not run anymore!” Kabuto turned to face the pursuer, once more drawing its particle katanas. Lycan stopped just a few yards away, its left shin compartment opening. The red Destinizer pulled out what resembled a black baton which proceeded to fold out. When the rod was completed, a beam of light emerged and became a particle blade.
Lycan swung its scythe expertly over its head before preparing itself for combat. “Ok Seraph,” Maria smirked, “Let’s see what you can do with a damaged mecha.” Kabuto’s hands spun the katana grips with master precision before readying itself. “If this is to be my final battle,” Wong Yi whispered, “I will die a warrior.”
The two leaders faced each other down, their pilots glaring through their visors, almost as if they could see through the eyes of the opposing mecha and into the opponent’s very soul. Kabuto was the first to move, leaping upwards and bringing both katanas down. Lycan raised is scythe, blocking the attack before kicking Kabuto away. The beetle mecha put its feet through the city tower behind it, using that as a prop to send itself shooting back into combat. Lycan’s inner shoulder compartments opened and a volley of missiles fired out but Kabuto raised its own shield in time, blocking the impact.
“He’s better than I anticipated,” Maria frowned, “Oh well. Eat this, punk!” Lycan brought up its scythe to cut through Kabuto but the beetle blocked with both katanas. “Straight Cut Mode!” Maria shouted and the scythe’s blade pointed directly upwards, now becoming a curved lance of sorts. She brought it up swiftly, the blade cutting into Kabuto’s side. Lycan stepped back as red fluid sprayed out. Kabuto held its side, falling into a heap. “Let’s end this,” Lycan frowned and raised its scythe again.
“He who fights…” Wong Yi growled, “…And runs away…live to fight…”

Lycan brought is scythe downwards, cutting deep into Kabuto. At the very last second, Wong Yi hit the ejection button. A gap opened in the purple robot’s collar and the Japanese man shot out in his seat, which converted into its transport mode. “Get back here!” Maria cried, “Get back here and die like a man!” Wong Yi smirked and finished his sentence, “…Another day.”
Just minutes later, Lycan was directing a recovery carrier down towards the prone Destinizers. The pilots, already evacuated, were waiting in the area just behind the carrier’s control centre. All covered by blankets, the three teens could only watch as Lycan docked itself into the carrier and a panel opened in the chest, allowing Maria to emerge. “You people ok?” she asked. “Yeah,” Angel nodded. “Ditto,” Jimmy muttered. “That was awesome Maria,” Peter complemented the now partially blushing Maria. Luckily, the leader’s visor still covered her face. “Um…thank you,” she stammered slightly before returning to her usual demeanour, “The Destinizers’ inner workings haven’t taken extensive damage. When we return to base it should only take a few hours to repair them.” “That’s good to know,” said Angel. “What happened to Seraph?” Jimmy asked. Maria frowned and her visor vanished, the helmet folding back behind her head. “He…escaped,” the Destinizer commander admitted, “I destroyed Kabuto but his ejection seat still functioned.” “Well at least you saved the Venus colonies,” said Peter. “No, you got rid of Chester and his minions,” Maria replied, “If it weren’t for you three, the colonies may have been destroyed before I even got here.”
Delgado watched the bank of monitors before him, the large one in the centre showing Lycan’s first battle and the smaller ones surrounding it showed the red mecha roaring. “Amazing…Rodriquez united with her Destinizer almost immediately…” the GWG leader cackled, “Well…that goes to prove that I may have underestimated the abilities of these children.” “Master,” said a mechanical voice, “Allow me to redeem myself against the one who defeated me.” After a moment’s silence, Delgado replied with a simple, “No.” The owner of the mechanical voice stepped away into the shadows as Delgado narrowed his eyes behind what looked like a mask. He growled lowly, “…The LPF and their Destinizers cannot fight us off forever…the GWG will right humanity’s sins...”
Closing Theme: ‘Solitary Man’ by HIM

Next time on Destinizer…
Angel and Jimmy are trapped in the Bolton-2 Academy while a serial killer stalks them. With little non-Destinizer combat training, can our heroes avoid being slaughtered by the dastardly Wraith Dandini?
Catch the next episode of Destinizer: Cold Intentions.
