The Tripartite Nature of Man


My Soul Magnifies the Lord, My Spirit Rejoices in God my Savior:


from Bishop Kallistos Ware’s book: The Orthodox Way





And what is man’s place in God’s creation?


	“I pray to God that your whole spirit and soul and body may be preserved blameless until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 5:23).  Here St. Paul mentions the three elements or aspects that constitute the human person.  While distinct, these aspects are strictly interdependent; man is an integral unity, not the sum total of separable parts.


	First, there is the body, “dust from the ground” (Gen. 2:7), the physical or material aspect of man’s nature.


	Secondly, there is the soul, the life-force that vivifies and animates the body, causing it to be not just a lump of matter, but something that grows and moves, that feels and perceives.  Animals also posses a soul, and so perhaps do plants.  But in man’s case the soul is endowed with consciousness; it is a rational soul, possessing the capacity for abstract thought, and the ability to advance by discursive argument form premises to a conclusion.  These powers are 
