FROM THE DEAN





"The two shall become one flesh. . . a profound mystery"





	During the past two years the Armenian Church worldwide has focused its attention on Holy Etchmiadzin, commemorating the 1700th anniversary of the Christian conversion of the Armenian people by St. Gregory the Illuminator, and the construction of the Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin.  "Etchmiadzin" means "the Only-begotten descended" and it refers to St. Gregory's miraculous vision, in which Jesus Christ descended from heaven and marked, the place, in the shadow of Mt. Ararat, where the first Christian cathedral was to be built.


	This was a second Christmas really, as Jesus came into the world again, this time in Armenia.  Just as Christmas is the celebration of God becoming man, permeating humanity with his divine life eternal life, "Etchmiadzin" is a symbol of God permeating and transforming the Armenian people; their culture, their history and their destiny.  As a result of Jesus' birth as a human being, the chasm between man and God has been bridged.  In St. Gregory's vision, Armenian identity inevitably becomes Christian.  


Henceforth to try to distinguish the "national" aspect of the Armenian Church from the "religious" is to misrepresent her.  Like Jesus Christ, who is simultaneously man and God in one perfectly united, indivisible nature, the Armenian Church is simultaneously Armenian and Christian in one nature.


	The Armenian Church is not merely the sum of Armenian culture plus Christian faith, like raisins and flakes combining to produce raisin bran.  It is a new, miraculous unity in which the cultural and the Christian are "no longer two, but one."  Sometimes we encounter people who are uncomfortable with either the ethnic or the religious aspect of our Church.  They go to great lengths to "sift out the raisins," not realizing that what they are left with is no longer raisin bran.


	The Armenian Church without Christ is no longer "Church."  Frankly, neither is it very Armenian judging by our Armenian literature, which is 95% Christian in character.  Conversely, the Armenian Church stripped of its historic, cultural, ethnic expression is no longer "Armenian," just as Christianity abstracted from a human community is no longer "Church."  Until we join the angels we shall have no alternative but to relate to God in and through our ethnic identity.


	At St. Nersess we seek Jesus Christ the Son of God and Savior in the experience of our ancestors as that witness has been transmitted to us in our history, literature, prayers, sacred music, art, and in the richness of our liturgy.  Such an inquiry requires, among others, a solid grounding in Modern and Classical Armenian.


	St. Nersess offers more graduate courses in Armenian language than any institution outside Armenia.  In fact, it is the only institution of the Armenian Church in America that offers instruction in Classical Armenian.


	At St. Nersess we are committed to grounding our seminarians in the Armenian language and ethnic identity not, however to become curators of ancient cultural relics, but articulate exponents and witnesses of a living God who has showered His love on the Armenian people, and who offers us today the hope and security of life with Him.  This, indeed, is a profound mystery.
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