Canons on the Clerical Orders in the Eastern Catholic Churches





	According to many Orthodox Church hierarchs, like the late Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan, our Church Canons are in great need of updating, organizing and being made applicable to today's Church.  Thus Abp. Tiran, assessing our situation, wrote,  “Consequently the necessity of the re-evaluation of the old canons, at least of those that are found to be relevant and applicable in our times, is being increasingly felt by many churchmen.  Many problems are arising in the day-to-day life of the Church that require solutions through regulation.  The nature and extent of the jurisdiction of bishops, of parish priests, the updating of liturgical practices, uncertainties about certain moral issues, etc. are such problems.  It is therefore hoped that a return to some of the norms set by the Church through canonical legislation might be helpful in making the work of the Church effective in the performance of her sacred mission." (from the article "Outline of the Liber Canonum").  Until this great task is accomplished, Orthodox clergy and faithful are bound to live in accord with the Canons as they exist and relate to us.  Abp. Tiran, commenting on an article which called this into question, offered these words on the importance and relevance of existing Church Canons: 





	“But what disturbed me more than anything in the article was the fact that the writer has dismissed as outdated and invalid the whole of the corpus of canons that has come down to us from the beginning of our established Church life.  This is an irresponsible and dangerous stand to take in the official publication of the Mother See.  The corpus took a definite form in the eighth century, some time before AD 728, and it has been augmented in the course of subsequent centuries.  It has served as a body of authoritative laws by which we have been guided in our national and ecclesiastical life.  It is of course true that a great many of the individual canons in the corpus are outdated and inoperative at the present time.  But that is only normal.  The body of law of any institution has to be renewed constantly, yet that does not mean that the whole of the corpus and those canons in it that are relevant to the present situation are similarly invalid.  At all events that corpus, used judiciously and wisely, is the only body of Church laws to which we can have recourse.  It represents what we might legitimately call the Tradition of the Church in matters of corporate ecclesiastical behavior, subject, it goes without saying, in all things to Scriptural norms.  We have to remember that the Tradition of the Church is composed mainly of three elements:  The corpus of Canons, the liturgical and sacramental books, and the writings of the Fathers of the Church.”





	In addition to this, insight can be gained by looking at the practice of our brethren in the other ancient Churches.  Catholics, in the last century, underwent a massive effort to completely revise both the Latin Church’s "Code of Canon Law" and the Eastern Catholic Churches’ "Code of Canons" (two separate works).  These serve as an exemplar and inspiration for us of what can be accomplished.  What follows are excerpts from the Eastern Catholic Code of Canons pertaining to the regulation of "Clerics" and (for quick review) my epitomes of these canons.  Note the clarity on what is expected of those who partake of the clerical state (i.e. bishops, priests and deacons).  Wouldn't these be excellent canons for us as well?


I.  Epitomes of the Eastern Code of Canons on Clerics:





Canon #


323:  Clerics receive the Holy Spirit through sacred Ordination and as ministers of the Church they participate in the power of Christ the Pastor.


324:  Clerics share in the one ecclesiastical ministry of Divine origin.


325:  Clerics are bishops, priests and deacons.


326:  Clerics can only exercise their ministry in accord with Church law.


327:  Minor clerics receive minor orders and are governed by the law of their particular Church.


328:  The Church must train its clerics.


367:  Clerics first obligation is to announce the Kingdom of God in their whole lives.


368:  Clerics are bound to pursue spiritual perfection.


369:  Clerics should read and meditate upon the Word of God daily.


370:  Clerics are bound to show reverence and obedience to the patriarch and bishop.


371:  Clerics who keep Church law have a right to receive a ministry in the Church.  They should accept and carry out every ministry committed to them by the proper authority.


372:  After ordination, clerics should still pursue studies in the sacred and even profane sciences.


373:  Both clerical celibacy and married clerical life are to be respected.


374:  Clerics, married or celibate must strive to live a chaste life.


375:  Married clergy with families are to be outstanding examples in Christian parenting.


376:  Common life among celibate clergy is to be encouraged and fostered.


377:  All clerics are to daily celebrate the Canonical Hours according to the particular law of their Church.


378:  Clerics should celebrate the Divine Liturgy frequently.


379:  Clerics of whatever Church are linked as brothers and should work together for the building up of the body of Christ.


380:  All clerics should have a concern for vocations and work to foster them.


381:  Clerics are to be ardent in apostolic zeal and to be examples to the flock in good works.  They are obliged to minister to those in the Church who at appropriate times lawfully request it.


382:  Clerics must abstain from all things unbecoming to their clerical state.


383:  Clerics are forbidden to assume public offices which exercise civil power.  Clerics cannot engage in military service without the approval of their hierarch.


384:  Clerics should promote justice peace and unity but should not take an active part in political parties or labor unions unless the bishop determines the rights of the Church or the common good requires it.


385:  Clerics are to live a simple life imbued with Christ’s spirit of poverty.


386:  Clerics are not to leave the eparchy for long periods without notifying their local hierarch.


387:  Regarding clerical attire, particular Church law should be followed.


388:  Clerics granted rights and insignia can only use them in the territory where the hierarch who granted them presides.


389:  Clerics should strive to avoid controversies and refer to the forum of the Church whenever they arise.


390:  Clerics have the right to suitable sustenance and to receive just remunerations for carrying out the office committed to them.


391:  Clerics are free to associate with others for pursuing ends suitable to the clerical state.


392:  Clerics have the right to vacations.


393:  All clerics should care in their heart for all the Churches and serve wherever there is great necessity.


394:  After it is received, sacred Ordination never becomes invalid.  The clerical state however, for certain reasons may be lost.


395:  A cleric who looses the clerical state is no longer bound by the obligations of that state of life.  Nor may he exercise the power of his order anymore.





II.  Easter Catholic Code of Canons on Clerics:





Canon 323


1. Clerics, who are also called sacred ministers, are Christian faithful who, chosen by the competent ecclesiastical authority, are deputed through a gift of the Holy Spirit received in sacred ordination to be ministers of the Church participating in the mission and power of Christ, the Pastor. 2. In virtue of sacred ordination clerics are distinguished from the other Christian faithful by divine institution.





Canon 324


Clerics joined among themselves by hierarchical communion and constituted in various degrees participate in diverse ways in the one ecclesiastical ministry of divine origin.





Canon 325


In virtue of sacred ordination clerics are distinguished as bishops, presbyters and deacons.





Canon 326


Clerics are constituted into the degrees of orders by sacred ordination itself; but they cannot exercise that power except according to the norm of the law.





Canon 327


If besides bishops, presbyters or deacons, other ministers, constituted in minor orders, generally called minor clerics, are admitted or instituted for the service of the people of God or to exercise the functions of the sacred liturgy, they are governed only by the particular law of their own Church sui iuris.





Canon 328


It is the proper right and obligation of the Church to train clerics and her other ministers; this obligation is particularly and more diligently fulfilled through the erection and governing of seminaries.





Canon 367


Clerics have, as their first obligation, to announce the Kingdom of God to all and to make manifest the love of God towards all humanity in the ministry of the Word and sacraments and even in their whole lives, so that all, loving one another and above all things loving God, may be built up and increase in the Body of Christ which is the Church.





Canon 368


Clerics are bound in a special manner to the perfection which Christ proposed to his disciples, since they are consecrated to God in a new way by sacred ordination, so that they may become more suitable instruments of Christ, the eternal priest, in the service of the people of God, and at the same time that they be exemplary models to the flock.





Canon 369


1. The daily reading and meditation of the Word of God is incumbent upon clerics so that as faithful and truly attentive hearers of the Christ, they may become true ministers of preaching; they are to be unremitting in prayer, in liturgical celebrations and especially in devotions toward the mystery of the Eucharist. They are to daily examine their consciences and frequently receive the sacrament of penance. They are to honor St. Mary, the ever Virgin Mother of God, and implore from her the grace of conforming themselves to her Son; they are to carry out the other pious exercises of their own Church sui iuris. 2. They are to attach great importance to spiritual direction and to take time for spiritual retreats at the times established according to the prescriptions of the particular law.





Canon 370


Clerics are bound by a special obligation to show reverence and obedience to the Roman Pontiff, the patriarch and the eparchial bishop.





Canon 371


1. Having fulfilled the requirements of law, clerics have the right to obtain from their eparchial bishop an office, ministry or function to be exercised in the service of the Church. 2. Clerics are to accept and faithfully carry out every office, ministry, or function committed to them by the competent authority whenever, in the judgment of this same authority, the needs of the Church require it. 3. However in order that they may exercise a civil profession the permission of their own proper hierarch is required.





Canon 372


1. After completing the formation which is required for sacred orders clerics are not to stop devoting attention to the sacred sciences. Indeed they are to take measures to acquire a more profound and timely knowledge and use of them through formative courses approved by their own hierarch. 2. They are to attend conferences which the hierarch has judged suitable for promoting the sacred sciences and pastoral matters. 3. Also, they are not to neglect to acquire for themselves as much knowledge of profane sciences, especially those sciences connected more intimately with the sacred sciences, such as those which cultured people ought to have.





Canon 373


Clerical celibacy chosen for the sake of the kingdom of heaven and suited to the priesthood is to be greatly esteemed everywhere, as supported by the tradition of the whole Church; likewise, the hallowed practice of married clerics in the primitive Church and in the tradition of the Eastern Churches throughout the ages is to be held in honor.





Canon 374


Clerics, celibate or married, are to excel in the virtue of chastity; it is for the particular law to establish suitable means for pursuing this end.





Canon 375


In leading family life and in educating children married clergy are to show an outstanding example to other Christian faithful.





Canon 376


The praiseworthy common life among the celibate clergy is to be fostered, insofar as possible, so that they may be mutually helped in cultivating the spiritual and intellectual life and may be able to cooperate more fittingly in the ministry.





Canon 377


All clerics must celebrate the divine praises [canonical hours] according to the particular law of their own Church sui iuris.





Canon 378


According to the norm of the particular law clerics are to celebrate the Divine Liturgy frequently, especially on Sundays and holy days of obligation; indeed daily celebration is eagerly encouraged.





Canon 379


Clerics of whatever Church sui iuris linked as brothers in the bond of charity to attain the unity of all, work together for the building up of the body of Christ and consequently whatever their condition, are to cooperate among themselves and help one another, even performing diverse functions.





Canon 380


All clerics are to have a concern for vocations to the sacred ministry and to the life in institutes of consecrated life, promoting them not only by preaching, catechesis and other suitable means, but especially by the witness of life and ministry.





Canon 381


1. Clerics are to be ardent in apostolic zeal, an example to all in works of charity and hospitality especially towards the sick, the afflicted, the persecuted, the exiled and refugees.  2. Unless constrained by a just impediment, clerics are bound by the obligation to provide assistance to the Christian faithful out of the spiritual goods of the Church, especially the word of God and the sacraments, when they ask for them at appropriate


times, are properly disposed, and are not prohibited by law from receiving them. 3. Clerics are to recognize and promote the dignity of the laity and the particular part which they have in the mission of the Church, especially by testing the multiform gifts of the laity, and also by channeling the experience of these lay people for the good of the Church especially in ways provided by the law.





Canon 382


Clerics are to abstain completely from all those things unbecoming to their state, according to the norms determined in detail by particular law, and also to avoid those things which are alien to it.





Canon 383


Even though it is fitting that clerics have the same civil and political rights as other citizens, nevertheless: (1) they are forbidden to assume public offices which entail a participation in the exercise of civil power; (2) since military service is less appropriate for those in the clerical state, clerics are not to take it up voluntarily except by permission of their hierarch; (3) they are to make use of exemption from exercising public functions and offices alien to the clerical state as well as military service granted in their favor by civil laws, agreements or customs.





Canon 384


1. As ministers of reconciliation of all in the love of Christ, clerics are to take measures to foster among all people peace, unity and harmony based on justice. 2. Clerics are not to have an active part in political parties nor in the supervision of labor unions unless, in the judgment of the eparchial bishop or, if particular law so states, of the patriarch or of another authority, the need to protect the rights of the Church or to promote the common good requires it.





Canon 385


1. Imbued with Christ's spirit of poverty, clerics are to strive to lead a simple life and thus to be witnesses to the heavenly goods before the world; using spiritual discretion let them designate their temporal goods to correct use; and from the goods they acquire on the occasion of the exercise of an ecclesiastical office, ministry, or function, let them first provide for their own suitable sustenance and for the fulfillment of their


obligations and then devote and share the rest in works of the apostolate or of charity. 2. clerics are forbidden to exercise by themselves or through another any business or trade whether for their own benefit or for that of another, except with permission of the authority defined by particular law or by the Apostolic See. 3. A cleric is forbidden to post bond, even from his own goods, unless he has consulted his own eparchial bishop or, as the case may be, the major superior.





Canon 386


1. Clerics, even if they do not have a residential office, nevertheless are not to leave their eparchy for a notable period of time determined by particular law without the permission, at least presumed, of their local hierarch. 2. A cleric who is residing outside his own eparchy is subject to the eparchial bishop in those matters which regard the obligations of his state of life. If he will reside there for a lengthy time, he is to inform the local hierarch without delay.





Canon 387


Particular law is to be observed in regard to the attire of clerics.





Canon 388


Clerics to whom have been granted rights and insignia, which are connected to dignities conferred upon them cannot use them outside the place where the authority who granted the dignity exercises his authority or upon the granting of the same dignity written consent was given to use them with no exception, or unless they accompany the authority who had granted the dignity or represent him or have obtained the consent of the local hierarch.





Canon 389


Clerics are to strive to avoid any controversies whatever; if however controversies arise among them, they are to be referred to the forum of the Church and this should also be done, if possible, even in the case of controversies between clerics and other Christian faithful.





Canon 390


1. Clerics have the right to a suitable sustenance and to receive a just remuneration for carrying out the office or function committed to them; in the case of married clerics, the sustenance of their families, unless this has been otherwise sufficiently provided, is to be taken into account. 2. They also have the right that there be provided for themselves as well as for their families, if they are married, suitable pension funds, social


security as well as health benefits. So that this right can be effectively put into practice clerics are bound by an obligation on their part to contribute to the fund spoken of in can. 1021, 2 according to the norm of the particular law.





Canon 391


Clerics are free, without prejudice to can. 578, 3, to associate with others for the purpose of pursuing ends suitable to the clerical state. However, it belongs to the eparchial bishop to judge authentically concerning this suitability.





Canon 392


Clerics have a right to annual vacations as determined by the particular law.





Canon 393


Clerics, whatever their condition, are to care in their heart for all of the Churches, and therefore to serve her wherever there is great necessity; let them show willingness, especially with the permission or encouragement of their own eparchial bishop or superior, to exercise their ministry in the missions or in regions laboring under a shortage of clergy.





Canon 394


After it has been validly received, sacred ordination never becomes invalid. A cleric, however, loses the clerical state: (1) by a judicial sentence or administrative decree which declares the invalidity of sacred ordination; (2) by the legitimate infliction of the penalty of dismissal; (3) by a rescript of the Apostolic See or in accordance with the norm of can. 397, of the patriarch; this rescript cannot be granted licitly by the patriarch and is not granted by the Apostolic See to deacons without serious cause nor to presbyters without most serious cause.





Canon 395


A cleric who loses the clerical state according to the norm of the law, loses with it the rights proper to the clerical state nor is he further bound by the obligations of the clerical state without prejudice, however, to can. 396; he is forbidden to exercise the power of order without prejudice to can. 725 and 735, 2; he is by the law itself deprived of all offices, ministries, functions an


