The Canon of the Asdvadzashunch


(the Breath of God)





	Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate and Archbishop of the Eastern Archdiocese of America, affirms the traditional Canon of the Armenian Church in his forward to the English edition of the Armenian Church Bible.  He states, "the Armenian Canon contains a greater beadth of sacred writings than the contemporary Western versions, and includes books which were termed "apocryphal" or "secret" in the West, but which in the Armenian tradition have been offered to the faithful with the full authorization of the Church."





Thus the Etchmiadzeen edition of the Holy Bible contains the following books as comprising the Armenian Church Canon:





50 Old Testament Books





I.  The Five Books of Moses


1.		Genesis


2. 		Exodus


3. 		Leviticus


4. 		Numbers


5. 		Deuteronomy





II.  The Historical Books


6.		Joshua


7. 		Judges


8. 		Ruth


9-12. 		1-4 Kings (1, 2 Samuel 1, 2 Kings)


13-14.	1, 2 Paralipomena (Remainder or Chronicles)


15.  		The Prayer of Manesseh (sometimes appended to 2 Para.)


16-17.	1, 2 Esdras (Ezra, Nehemiah)


18-19.	3, 4 Esdras (Greek LXX edition)


20. 		Tobit


21. 		Judith


22. 		Esther (Greek LXX edition)


23-25. 	1, 2 & 3 Maccabees





III.  The Wisdom Books


26. 		Job


27. 		The Psalter (151 psalms)


The Five books of Solomon:


28-32.  	Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Wisdom,


		Ecclesiasticus (Sirach)





IV.  The Prophets


33. 		Isaiah


34. 		Jeremiah


35. 		Lamentations


36. 		Baruch (Including the Letter of Jeremiah)


37. 		Ezekiel


38. 		Daniel (Greek LXX edition)


The Books of the Twelve Minor Prophets:


39-50.  	Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, 


		Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zachariah, Malachi





27 New Testament Books


(With some Armenian pronunciations)





I.  The Four Gospels (Avedaran) and the Acts


1. 		Soorp Madteos (St. Matthew)


2. 		Soorp Margos (St. Mark)


3. 		Soorp Ghoogas (St. Luke)


4. 		Soorp Hovhannes (St. John)


5. 		Arakeyalneroo Kordzeruh (Works of the Apostles)





II.  The 14 Epistles of Soorp Boghos (St. Paul):


6-18.  	Romans; 1, 2 Corinthians; Galatians; Ephesians; Phillipians; 			Colosians; 1, 2 Thessalonians; 1, 2 Deemoteos (Epistle to St. 			Timothy); Soorp Deedos (Epistle to St. Titus);


		Soorp Peeleemon (Epistle to St. Philemon); Hebrews;





III.  The Catholic Epistles:


19-26.  	Soorp Hagop (St. Jacob or James); 1, 2 Soorp Bedros (St. 			Peter); 1, 2, 3 Soorp Hovhannes (St. John);


		Soorp Hoota (St. Judah);





IV.  The Apocalypse


27.  		Hayadnootiun Hovhannov Asdvadzapan yev Avedaranzeen


		(Revelation of John the Theologian and Evangelist)





---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------





Appednix:  Other ancient books once included in the Armenian Church’s Canon and still worthy of veneration for the instruction they contain:





Old Testament:


Joseph and Aseneth


Testament of the 12 Patriarchs


The Martyrdom of Isaiah (referred to in the canonical assigned readings of the Church for the rememberance of the Prophet St. Isaiah)





New Testament:


The Epistles of Jesus Christ and Abgarus King of Edessa


3rd Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians


Acts of Paul and Thecla





All the above texts are available on the World Wide Web


