�PRIVATE ��Ambrose Gregory Ignatius Bartholomew DerGhazarian





Part I.





	On Friday, our newborn son was delivered in perfect health (praise God!).  In choosing his name we took the advice of an ancient father of the Church, Saint John Chrysostom (A.D. 344-407) who said, "Let us afford our children from the first an incentive to goodness from the name that we give them.  Let none of us hasten to call his children after his forebears, his father and mother and grandfather and grandmother, but rather after the righteous - martyrs, bishops, apostles.  Let one be called Peter, another John, another bear the name of one of the saints.  Let the names of the saints enter our homes through the naming of our children."





Ambrose





	We have sought to name our children after men and women who have heroically served our Lord, and Saint Ambrose (A.D. 340-397), bishop of Milan, is no exception.  He served Christ by obeying the command of Saint Paul who commanded, "Take heed to yourselves, and to the whole flock, wherein the Holy Ghost hath placed you bishops, to rule the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood" (Acts 20:28).  Saint Ambrose, born of wealthy parents, on being consecrated bishop gave away his fortune for the work of the Church and for the poor.  For his fearless struggle against the heretical Arians who denied that Christ was as truly God as he was truly man, he earned his place as one of the four great Latin Doctors of the Church (along with Saint Augustine, Saint Jerome, and Saint Gregory the Great).


	Saint Ambrose was a man of heroic courage.  Only a few months after his ordination as bishop he reprimanded Emperor Valentinian I for his severity of rule and other abuses, which prompted the Emperor's repentance.  As a bishop he took great risks in opposing the Roman Emperors and defending the faithful.  One such example was when the Emperor demanded the use of a church building for the Arians.  Saint Ambrose replied, "The Emperor has his palaces, let him leave the churches to the Bishop."  When troops were sent to take over the basilica, "Saint Ambrose with the faithful occupied the building and remained within, singing psalms and hymns till the soldiers retired."  Still on another occasion when Emperor Theodosius had severely put down an insurrection by committing a massacre, "Saint Ambrose at once, disregarding the possible consequences to himself, wrote him a letter on the subject, exhorting him to repentance, and pointing out that he could not permit him to be present at the celebration of the Mysteries [Sacraments], till he had openly testified his sorrow [public penance]."  The Emperor Justinian, being a faithful believer and follower of Christ, accepted this penance given by his friend, Bishop Ambrose.


	But the greatest work of Saint Ambrose, besides his unwavering commitment to the spiritual shepherding of the faithful, was his conversion of one of the greatest minds to have ever become a disciple of Christ.  Augustine had mastered the greatest schools of philosophy in the Roman world.  He was at the height of his success and despite the pleas of his holy mother Saint Monica, was not willing to become a Christian.  While in Milan he had heard of the reputation of the powerful preaching of Bishop Ambrose.  Augustine decided he should study his style of delivery and oration.  What he heard, rather, was the power of God's word and he was cut to the heart.  "For the word of God is living and effectual, and more piercing than any two edged sword; and reaching unto the division of the soul and the spirit, of the joints also and the marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart."  The fact that this truth is most fully contained in God's Church, prompted Saint Augustine (one of my patron saints) to say, "I would not believe in the Gospel, had not the authority of the Catholic Church already moved me."  And it was finally at the hands of Saint Ambrose that Saint Augustine received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism.





Gregory





	There have been numerous saints who have borne the name “Gregory” which is “Kreekor” in Armenian.  Some of the greats include Saints Gregory of Nyssa, Gregory the Theologian (Nazianzus), Gregory the Great, Pope of Rome and the Armenian Mystic St. Gregory of Narek.  But the Gregory we named our son after is not as well known in the West.  He is Saint Gregory the Illuminator, the enlightener of the Armenians.  He is to the Armenians what Saint Patrick is to the Irish.  After his father had assassinated the King of Armenia Tiridates II, Gregory, the son of an assassin, "had taken refuge in Cappadocia, where, from his boyhood, he had been instructed in, and imbued by the Christian faith.  Either because he was unaware of his father's crime or upon an impulse of evangelical vocation, he traveled to Armenia, to Vagharshapat, for the purpose of converting his boyhood friend, now King of Armenia, to the Christian faith.  His identity as the son of the former King's murderer was promptly betrayed to the king, who threw him after torture, into a pit.  However, he miraculously survived his 13 year ordeal, sustained with food provided by a pious widow."


	Meanwhile King Tiridates III had been following the lead of the Emperor Diocletian by inflicting a horrifying persecution on the Catholic Church in Armenia which had been established with the preaching and martyrdom's of the Apostles St. Jude-Thaddeus and St. Bartholomew a century and a half prior.  "These and other persecutions of the many Christians in Armenia finally brought divine retribution upon the king in the form which we recognize today as the frightful affliction of lycanthropy.  He imagined himself to have been transformed into a beast, eating grass  on all fours.  That situation recalls a similar calamity experienced by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon (Dan. 4:33).  His sister's entreaties at last persuaded Tiridates to release Gregory from the pit, and he was immediately cured of his dreadful affliction." Meanwhile, "there was, at that time, a series of great epidemics sweeping over the country, afflicting large numbers of the people, including the king himself with such ailments as leprosy, palsy, dropsy or insanity.  Then, Gregory, whom everyone believed to be long dead, appeared, and his faith cured the king.  The news spread throughout the kingdom, and the afflicted and invalids flocked to the capital Vagharshapat, where on being cured and on being seen to be cured, the whole nation embraced the faith introduced by St. Gregory" (The Kingdom of Armenian, M. Chahin).  The king embraced the Orthodox faith of the Catholic Church along with his people, and forbade the worship of idols, and zealously set about destroying them.  Through the work of Saint Gregory the Illuminator, in A.D. 301, Armenia became the first nation on earth to have "turned to God from idols, to serve the living and true God."








Ignatius





	Saint Ignatius became bishop of Antioch in A.D. 69, being chosen successor by Saint Peter himself who was departing to Rome (1 Pet. 5:13).  Prior to his ordination as bishop he had been a disciple of the Apostle Saint John.  He remained in the bishopric of Antioch until A.D. 107 when he was arrested for having confessed Christ and taken to the Roman amphitheater where he was mauled to death by ferocious lions.  Along with those of Saint Augustine, the writings of Saint Ignatius (which he penned enroute to martyrdom) played a great role in my decision to embrace the Orthodox faith of the Catholic Church.  He was so important to me because I came to the realization that the key to understanding the Scriptures was to get in touch with those who were instructed by the Apostles themselves and who received the Holy Scriptures from their hands.


	Thus St. Ignatius attested to the apostolic doctrines that Jesus Christ is truly God and truly man and that God is an All-Holy Trinity (cf. Mt 1:23, Mt 28:19, Jn 14:9, Jn 20:28-29, Col 2:9, Is 9:6, Rom 9:5, Titus 2:13, 1 Jn 5:5-9 etc.), writing to the church at Ephesus, "For our God, Jesus the Christ, was conceived by Mary in accordance with the plan of God- of the seed of David and of the Holy Spirit; he was born and was baptized in order to purify the water by the passion" (Eph 18:2).  St. Ignatius also witnessed to the apostolic faith that in the Eucharist, Holy Communion is a participation in the true Body and Blood of our Resurrected and Ascended Lord Jesus Christ (cf. Mt 26:26-29, Jn chp. 6, 1 Cor 10:16, 11:23-32, etc., writing to the church at Smyrna, "Observe well those who hold heterodox views about the grace of Jesus Christ which came to us- how opposite they are to God's purpose.  They abstain from Eucharist and prayer because they do not acknowledge that the Eucharist is the flesh of our Savior Jesus Christ which suffered for our sins, which the Father raised up by his goodness" (Smyrn 6:2, 7:1).  These are a couple of the clear references that Saint Ignatius (and other Apostolic Fathers) witnessed to, which had a profound influence on my conversion.





Bartholomew





	On the memorial of St. Valentine the martyr, Ambrose will be Illuminated (Heb 10:32) being baptized and saved, “by means of the water of rebirth and renewal in the Holy Spirit which he so generously poured over us through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that justified by his grace, we should become heirs in hope of eternal life (Titus 3:5).”  “Bartholomew” is also a part of Ambrose’ name.  Saint Nathaniel Bartholomew was one of the twelve.  He confessed to our Lord, "Rabbi, thou art the Son of God, thou art the king of Israel (cf. Mt 10:3, Jn 1:43-51) and saw the Resurrected Christ (Jn 21:1-14).  St. Bartholomew, as mentioned above, gained the martyrs crown evangelizing and founding the Church in Armenia.  We added this to Ambrose' name to continue our practice of having the name of a saint in the life of Christ as part of our children’s names.


	Ambrose Gregory Ignatius Bartholomew DerGhazarian may seem to some to be an uncommonly long name.  We have thought and prayed long that God would give us the right names for our children.  It is to honor Him and his saints that we have chosen these names, and we believe God himself has guided us to them.  It is our prayer that Ambrose will look to these holy men as exemplars of the imitation of Christ and powerful intercessors in whom he can readily rely on for help (1 Corinthians 11:1; 1 Thessalonians 1:6-7).





Ambrose’s Baptismal Holy Cross





	We have given our son Ambrose a Latin Crucifix as his own Holy Cross to be a reminder of his reception of Holy Baptism.  This is a common practice among Eastern Christians and reminds us that we have died and risen with Christ in Baptism (see St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans chapter six).  We chose a Crucifix because St. Ambrose was a Father of the Latin Church and Crucifixes are very common in this Church.  Another reason was because my wife is a Roman Catholic who also wears a Crucifix.  The Eastern Churches also use the image of Christ Crucified, but mostly during the season of the Great Fast (Lent).  May the Holy Cross be a powerful symbol to Ambrose of our Lord’s great love for him and protect him from all evil..





Part II.





What follows are samples of selections of the Godly wisdom of each Saint:





Saint Ambrose of Milan:  On the Mysteries





	The Apostle teaches you that our fathers were all covered by the cloud, all passed through the sea, all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea.  Further, Moses in his canticle says:  You sent your spirit, and the sea overwhelmed them.  You observe that in this crossing by the Hebrews there was already a symbol of holy baptism. The Egyptian perished; the Hebrew escaped. What else is the daily lesson of this sacrament than that guilt is drowned, and error destroyed, while goodness and inno�cence pass over unharmed?


	You are taught that our fathers were covered by the cloud, a cloud of blessing that cooled the fire of bodily passions. A cloud of blessing: it is with a cloud of bless. sing that the Holy Spirit overshadows those whom he comes to visit. The Holy Spirit came at last upon the Virgin Mary, and the power of the Most High overshadowed her, when she conceived for all mankind him who is redemption. This great miracle was prefigured through Moses. If then the Spirit was prefigured, is he not now present in truth, for Scripture tells you that the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ?


	Marah was a spring of bitter water. When Moses threw wood into it, its water became sweet. Water, you see, is of no avail for future salvation without the proclamation of the Lord's cross. But when it has been consecrated through the saving mystery of the cross, it is then ready for use in the laver of the Spirit and in the cup of salva�tion. Therefore, as Moses in his role of prophet threw wood into the spring of Marah, so also the priest sends out into the fountain of baptism the proclamation of the Lord's cross, and the water becomes sweet, ready for the giving of grace.


	Do not then believe only what the eyes of your body tell you. What is not seen is here more truly seen, for what is seen belongs to time but what is not seen belongs to eternity. What is not comprehended by the eyes but is seen by the mind and the soul is seen in a truer and deep�er sense.


	Finally, learn from the readings we have gone through from the books of the Kings. Naaman was a Syrian; he was a leper, and could not be healed by anyone. Then a girl from among the captives said that there was a proph�et in Israel who could cleanse him from the disease of le�prosy. Taking gold and silver, we are told, he went to see the king of Israel. The king, on learning the reason for his coming, rent his garments, saying that it was really to find an excuse against him, for what he was being asked was beyond the power of a king.


	Elisha, however, told the king to send the Syrian to him, and he would learn that there was a God in Israel. When he came, Elisha ordered him to bathe seven times in the river Jordan. Then Naaman began to reflect that the rivers of his own country had better waters, and that he had often bathed in them, and never been cleansed of his leprosy. This gave him pause,. and he re�fused to obey the prophet's instructions. But on the advice and persuasion of his servants he yielded and bathed, and was instantly made clean. He realized then that it is not waters that make clean but grace.


	Here was a man who doubted before being made whole. You are already made whole, and so ought not to have any doubt.





St. Gregory the Illuminator:  A Prayer for times of trouble





	Blessed is your love for mankind, my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Why do you forsake me?  You alone are without sin, and your name shows kindness and love for mankind.  Show me compassion, for you alone love mankind.


	Save me, who have fallen into sin, for you alone are without sin.  Remove me from the mire of my iniquity, for I am submerged forever and ever.  Save me form my enemy, for like a lion he growls and roars, seeking to swallow me up.  Now, my Lord, flash your lightning and destroy his power.  May he fear you and be cut off from the light of your face, for he is weak and has no power to stand before you, nor in the presence of those who love you.  May he quiver upon seeing the power of the sign of your Cross, Lord, and shy away from those who call upon you.


	Now, Lord, save and keep me, for I have put my trust in you.  Liberate me from my trouble, so that the malicious one will not cast me into oblivion, for he battles against me in his insidious ways.  Even over secrets you have dominion, Lord, and you search the hearts and innermost being.  Purify my heart and my thoughts of all lewd and vile thoughts so that I will not be lost into eternal perdition.


	Have mercy on me, God, who have power over all, and grant the grace of tears to my sinful soul, so that I may wash the multitude of my sins; so that I may be saved form the hand of merciless angels who cast innocent ones into the fires of hell.  I should weep continually, praying to you God, that I may not be found unworthy at that hour when you will come, lest I hear that awful voice, “Be gone servant of evil.  I do not know where you are from.”


	Exalted God, the only sinless one, grant me, this sinner, your abundant compassion on that day, so that my secret wickedness will not be revealed in the sight of the angels and archangels, the prophets, the apostles and all the righteous.  But save me, this wicked one, by the grace of your mercy.  Receive me into paradise with the perfectly just.  Receive the prayers of this your sinful servant by the intercession of the saints who are pleasing to you, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Glory to your with the Father and the Holy Spirit unto the ages of ages.  Amen.





St. Ignatius of Antioch:  from the Letter to the Philadelphians





	Ignatius, also called Theophorus, to the Church of God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ located at Philadelphia in the province of Asia.  You have found mercy and have been strengthened in the peace of God; you are now filled with gladness because of the passion of our Lord, and by his mercy you are made believers in his resurrection.  I greet you in the blood of Jesus Christ.  You are my abiding and unshakable joy, especially if your members remain united with the bishop and with his priests and deacons, all appointed in accordance with the mind of Christ who by his own will has strengthened them in the firmness which the Spirit gives.


	I know that this bishop has obtained his ministry, which serves the community, neither by his own efforts, nor from men nor even out of vainglory, but from the love of God the Father and of the Lord Jesus Christ.  I am deeply impressed by his gentleness, and by his silence he is more effective than the empty talkers.  He is in harmony with the commandments as is a lute with its strings.  I call him blessed, then, for his sentiments toward God, since I know these to be virtuous and perfect, and for his stability and calm, in which he imitates the gentleness of the living God.


	As sons of the light of truth, flee divisions and evil doctrines; where your shepherd is, follow him as his flock.


	For all who belong to God and Jesus Christ are with the bishop; all who repent and return to the unity of the Church will also belong to God, that they may live according to Jesus Christ.  Do not be deceived, my brothers.  If anyone follows a schismatic, he will not obtain the inheritance of God’s kingdom;  if anyone lives  by an alien teaching, he does not assent to the passion of the Lord.


	Be careful, therefore, to take part only in the one Eucharist; for there is only one flesh of our Lord Jesus Christ and one cup to unite us with his blood, one altar and one bishop with the priests and deacons, who are his fellow servants.  Then, whatever you do, you will do according to God.


	My brothers, I overflow with love for you and with a joyous heart I make you strong-although it is not so much I but Jesus Christ.  Although imprisoned for his sake, I fear more because of my imperfection.  But your prayers will perfect me in the eyes of God so that I might yet receive the inheritance promised me by the merciful God.  I seek refuge in the person of Christ through the Gospels and I appeal to the true ministry of the Church through the apostles.





St. Bartholomew the Apostle:  The first to believe: from the Holy Bible (St. Jn 1:43-51)





	The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. And he found Philip and said to him, "Follow me."  Now Philip was from Beth-saida, the city of Andrew and Peter.  Philip found Nathanael, and said to him, "We have found him of whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph."  Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see."  Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and said of him, "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!"  Nathanael said to him, "How do you know me?" Jesus answered him, "Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you."  Nathanael answered him, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!"  Jesus answered him, "Because I said to you, I saw you under the fig tree, do you believe? You shall see greater things than these."  And he said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man."
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