The Nicene-Athanasian 


Symbol of Faith





	Ask an Armenian Christian what he believes and he will immediately direct you what we call the Hankanag Havadoh (or Symbol of Faith) which we profess every Lord's Day in the Divine Liturgy.  The Creed is the faith we confess in the Holy Trinity.  It is called the Symbol of Faith because the ancient understanding of the word symbol signified a thing that represented and also manifested another reality.  Thus the Symbol of Faith is made up of human words which manifest the anceint, Orthodox Faith of the one, holy, catholic and orthodox Church.  As St. Ambrose of Milan said in the fourth century, “This creed is the spiritual seal, our heart's meditation and an ever-present guardian; it is unquestionably the treasure of our soul.”


	The Havadamk (or Creed) used by the Armenian Orthodox Church is called the Nicene-Athanasian Creed and differs only slightly from that used by the other ancient Churches, although in essence they are in perfect accord.  Our form of the Creed is preserved in the catechetical instructions of St. Epiphanius (+AD 403).�	Commenting on the unanimity of the Church's Orthodox faith, St. Irenaeos (+AD 202) wrote: “Having received the office of the proclamation of the faith, the Church, though she be spread abroad over all the earth, diligently observes them [the rules of faith] as a single household, and unanimously believes these things as having the same soul and the same heart.”








The Nicene-Athanasian Symbol of Faith





Of the Father...





	We believe in One God [Deut 6:4, Mk 12:29, 1 Cor 8:6], the Father Almighty [Rev 16:7, Eph 4:6, Mt 6:9], maker of heaven and earth, of things visible and invisible [Gen 1:1].�


Of the Son...





	And in one Lord, Jesus Christ [Lk 2:11, 1 Cor 8:6, Jam 1:1], the Son of God [Mt 3:17, 17:5], begotten of God the Father [Psalm 2:7], only-begotten [Jn 1:18], that is of the substance of the Father [Jn 10:30, Heb 1:3]. God from God [Jn 11:42, 10:30], light from light [Jn 8:12], true God from true God [Jn 17:3, 10:30], begotten and not made [Ps 2:7] of the same nature of the Father [Jn 10:30, Heb 1:3], by whom all things came into being in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible [Col 1:16, Jn 1:1-3]. Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven [Jn 6:38, Mt 1:21], was incarnate [Jn 1:14], was made man [Jn 10:33, 1 Cor 15:47], was born perfectly of the holy Virgin Mary by the Holy Spirit [Lk 1:35]. By whom he took body, soul and mind and everything that is in man, truly and not in semblance [Lk 24:39, 1 Jn 1:1, Jn 11:38, Lk 23:46]. He suffered [Heb 2:18, 13:12] and was crucified [Mk 15:25] and was buried [Mk 15:46, 1 Cor 15:3-4] and rose again on the third day [Mt 20:19, 28:6], and ascended into heaven with the same body [Lk 24:51, Mk 16:19], and sat at the right hand of the Father [Mk 16:19, Acts 7:55, Eph 1:20]. He is to come with the same body [Acts 1:11] and with the glory of the Father [Mt 16:27] to judge the living and the dead [1 Pt 4:5, Mt 16:27]; of His Kingdom there is no end [Lk 1:33, Jn 18:36].�


Of the Spirit...


�	We believe also in the Holy Spirit [Mt 28:20, Jn 14:15-17, Heb 3:7, Heb 10:15, 1 Tim 4:1], the uncreate and the perfect [Jn 15:26]; who spoke through the Law and through the prophets and through the Gospels [Heb 1:1-2, Neh 9:30]; who came down upon the Jordan [Mt 3:16, Jn 1:32], preached through the apostles [Acts 2:4] and dwelled in the saints [1 Cor 3:16, Acts 4:31].�


Of the Church...


�	We believe also in only one catholic and apostolic holy Church [Mt 16:18, 1 Cor 3:11, Eph 1:22-23, 2:20, 5:23-27, Rom 12:5, Mt 28:19]; in one baptism with repentance [Acts 2:38] for the remission and forgiveness of sins [1 Jn 4:10, Mt 26:27-28]; in the resurrection of the dead [Jn 5:28-29], in the everlasting judgment of souls and bodies [1 Cor 15:51-54, 1 Thes 4:13-18]; in the Kingdom of Heaven [Luke 23:43] and in the life eternal [1 Jn 5:20]�


						-Adapted from the original by Vartabed Vahan Hovhanessian 








The Anathema read by the Deacon after the Nicene Symbol:





	As for those who say there was a time when the Son was not, or there was a time when the Holy Spirit was not or that they came into being out of nothing; or who say that the Son of God or the Holy Spirit are of a different substance and that they are changeable or alterable, such does the catholic and apostolic holy Church anathematize.





