15. Careful Where You Stand

 April 2000. (Title : Coldplay 'b' side)

Take A  Picture - Filter

The radio edit, of the track from the much softer album, Title Of The Record. Fortunately, it does what it wants to in a much shorter time, but both versions are just as effective : a deceptive start.

Actually, It's Darkness - Idlewild

Taken from the new album 100 Broken Windows , this is the follow up to Little Discourage, my personal favourite to be pissed off to song. If this band keeps maturing like this, they will have no need to worry about pension plans.

This Is Not An Exit - Seafood

This album was an impulse buy (What the hell? It’s on Fierce Panda = quality in 9/10 cases.) Fantastic, cutting edge lo-fi indie, a la Sonic Youth and Pavement. This was a single from last year too. Oh, and so I found out last moth, I’m related to the drummer. 

Shiver - Coldplay

Something original from Coldplay, after the last tape’s cover of You Only Live Twice ; sweeping, majestic, powerful. In short, nice.

Sunburn - Muse

Another single lifted from the album, and strangely enough, hit the charts at a higher position that the last tapes opener, Stand Inside Your Love. Good luck to them : they are fantastic live, and are shaping up to be the ones to watch for the second album, probably due late next year due to massive States touring commitments.

Snow - JJ72

The second real single for the irish three piece, who have in the last month been described as the new Manics, Suede, Nirvana, etc. Basically, I’ve never known anyone get so emotional over the weather forecast, and craft such a fantastic piece of music from it. 

Glistening - Twist

A four piece from Birmingham, who’ve released three singles on Fierce Panda, and then chucked them all together on a mini album : a bit like Hole in places, they have their own style, and this just a fantastic song.  They’re hampered by not having the cult following that Angelica seem to have acquired.

Paperdoll - Kittie

The lightest track from their album, Spit. A four piece band who just all happen to be girls prove they can do nu-metal as well as Korn, Slipknot et al. Now vote : who would like to hear more from them on the next tape?

Poodle Rockin' - Gorky's Zygotic Monkey

Ahhh. Now we enter the comedy section of the tape ; a song mainly written about the dog that was resident in the Welsh recording studio they were using for their last album. Either way, the phrase Poodle Rockin’ will now enter your vocabulary.

The F-Word - Babybird

About swearing. Which is impressive when you consider the number of the times the actual F-Word does actually end up in this song. And yes, this is the same bloke who gave you “You’re Gorgeous”

Everything - Dum Dums

This band have supported both My Life Story and The Divine Comedy on tour, and released their debut single back in February : catchy, shirt, loved by teenyboppers and us alike : (ie. The NME and Smash Hits both rated it.)

A Fanclub Would Be Nice - Fungus

This song is a story, so there’s no need to harp on about it here. 

Mr E's Beautiful Blue - Eels

A much happier return for the Eels, since the death of his mother overshadowed greatly the last album, and hence hindered its sales : this is the first single taken from it, and I have on good authority that the album is good.

Facts Of Life - Black Box Recorder

Back with a vengeance, and a new album, and a new deal, it would seem like BBR are ready for anything. They always seem like The Beautiful South’s younger, more twisted sister, and this song proves no exception to the rule : clearly play listed by Radio 1 without them listening to the words then. Also the song that has held this damn tape up, so gets a few minus marks.

It's Alright - The Motorhomes

Now we enter the quieter, more thoughtful area : starting with the Motorhomes who are very good in a Geneva type way, but like most acts, a lack of airplay for a fantastic song by all the radio hampered it on its second release in February.

You're Not Alone - Embrace

Well, thankfully, they have stopped trying to be Oasis in many ways and are crafting out a style of their own, plundering from various sections of alternative music : cf the very Gomez inspired last single, Hooligan, but, the current album, Drawn From Memory has already been hailed the album of the year in some circles.

Where Did It All Go Wrong? - Oasis

(a) Cocaine (b) Be Here Now (c) The Met Bar. Oh, sorry. R-h-e-t-o-r-i-c-a-l. Nevertheless, this is hopefully where it might start to go right.

A Song For The Lovers - Richard Ashcroft

Well, we knew he’d be back, and this song is exactly what we’d expect from the former Verve frontman : sweeping, majestic, but without some of the pomposity we’d had with the Verve : this is magnificent yet simple. But how many people truly make it solo?

Lazy Line Painter Jane - Belle & Sebastian

This is true music : this six minute track sounds perfect, yet it sounds like the music you could get a few friends over to record to: From their second EP, with the women being a guest vocalist. 

Sorry ; I couldn’t think of that much to write : the songs speak for themselves more than I can, so, sorry!

This is the last one that will be available solely on tape (cross fingers): from tape 16 on we move up to CDs, so those of you who get tapes will now get CDs. If this doesn't suit you, let me know.

Tape 16 (You’re In A Bad Way) is scheduled for June. 

Also, all the tape listings are still available on the net: www.geocities.com/derbrookster/tapes/index.html.

So if there are any you don’t have you want, please feel free to ask.

REMEMBER : if you like the stuff that much, go and help the artist out by buying it. If you don’t know where to find it, ask. Once again. The only tricky thing to find will be the JJ72 one.
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