14. Stormy Weather

 February 2000. (Title : Pixies Track)

Side A

Stand Inside Your Love - The Smashing Pumpkins

Well, after pronouncing that rock was dead, Billy realised the error of his ways and returns with new line up (sacked drummer reinstated, female bassist replaced by female bassist from Hole, Melissa Aur der Maur.) with this cracking comeback single. True original Pumpkins – all about the power of the music and the lyrics in perfect harmony.

Always Your Way - My Vitriol

A very small single on Org records that started a major signing war in December. Infectious (linked with ash, and Garbage) have got them, and if they get their act together and put some good stuff out properly this year, they will be the ones to watch.

October Swimmer - JJ72

Well, so might these. Having been described as a bit Manic-y, this three piece just puts out really emotive guitar music. This is the debut single from October 99.

Standard Love Affair - Crashland

Crashland are another of 00’s bright hopes – signed to Independente in 98, they worked on their act the hard way by constant touring, and finally put out there first release proper in Dec 99.

Oh and yes, the sample at the front of this was done by me, playing about with a microphone and a talking Pikachu toy.

Bring Back Her Head - Angelica

Well, all the comparisons have been made, Hole, Kenickie, St.Ettienne, etc, but when it comes down to it, these are just four girls making very evil pop music. This is a song about Mary Queen Of Scots, apparently. They will follow this up with a mini album sometime in the Spring.

Don't Falter - Mint Royale ft. Lauren Laverne

If there ever was a way to produce the perfect, soaring pop record, then this is it. Textbook. Shame it only got to No.15. Mint Royale were the ‘geniuses’ who remixed Terrorvision’s Tequila, got them a massive No.2 hit with it, and, er, then the record company dropped Terrorvison. Ms. Laverne is ex- of Kenickie, and will be doing her own solo material later in the year.

Waiting For You - Bodixa

Well, the Leeds group have got round to putting out a two tracker at the tail end of last year, and this is from it. I think the major labels are suffering from a case of blindness over this band : surely someone should have snapped them up by now.

Crashmat - Feeder

Yay! A B-side from the single that did nothing due to no airplay, Paperfaces. No more explanation required, except this is one of Feeders kick-ass songs as opposed to a ballad. 

Bond... James Bond
(Pierce Brosnan)

Self evident. It works between the two tracks. From Goldeneye, if you must know.

Muscle Museum - Muse

Strange piece of information : apart from being the second EP before they were put on Mushroom records, (re-released in November) the title is the two words surrounding Muse in a normal concise dictionary. With a couple more singles from Showbiz scheduled for the rest of the year, its doubtful whether we will hear any new material from this this year.

Killing Position - Symposium

The last single from this now defunct (as of mid February) band. It’s a shame really, as I’ve heard fewer bands with this much energy, either live or on record. They really did love their music.

The Masses Against The Classes - Manic Street Preachers

To follow the Manic Millennium gig, they put this one off limited single out at the start of the year. This has caused quite a display of public opinion : is this a glorious return to from for the Manics as many of us know and love them, or is it just retreading old ground? Either way, turn it up loud.

Do Or Die - Super Furry Animals

I’ve no idea. Nice though.

Side B

All The Small Things - Blink 182

Nice video concept : for once not much nudity, just a straight piss take of the Backstreet Boys. But some people say that Blink 182 are the punk equivalent. Who knows. But personally, yeah, they rock. Nice to kick back to.

The Chemicals Between Us - Bush

Never big in Britain. Ever. But we have the satisfaction of knowing that this band is our biggest export to America of the last decade, and this is taken from their third album , The Science Of Things. A bit more electric than usual.

The Great Beyond - R.E.M.

R.E.M. have, like Garbage, always wanted to do serious work on a film, and got the opportunity for the forthcoming film, Man On The Moon, a bio-pic of comic Andy Kaufman. They do the score, and a couple of songs. This is the full length version of the single.

Glorious - Andreas Johnson

I don’t know what made this end up on here : its obviously a one hit wonder, and the poor sod will sink without trace. But, dammit, it’s good : very slick production, and an instant melody.

Radio - The Corrs

Not only was Unplugged a desperate cash in album(for Christ’s sake write some more songs) but everybody had got sick of them, myself included, so it was time to remind people that it was about the music, not the fact that three of them are the same people. A nice little acoustic number by the very nature of the Unplugged recording, but I don’t thing that it is in the spirit of the thing to take a full bloody orchestra in with them…

1000 Pounds - Superchunk

Just something sweet and nice, and slightly bitter, from an indie band that have been around forvever.

You Only Live Twice - Coldplay

A cover of the one of the Bond themes recorded for the Evening Session, by yet another up and coming band, who have, like Muse suffered the inevitable Radiohead comparisons because : shock : the singer can sing. 

My Beautiful Friend - The Charalatans

No live track to end with, but this instead. Taking from what many have described as their best album to date, its quite hard to work out what this one is about : he’s said it’s not about the late Rob Collins, former keyboardist killed in 96, or his wife, or anyone else. A perfect way to end this tape.


Again, you may notice that this tape is shorter – it does way in at 74m11s. This is now due to the fact that half the people I’m doing this for now have Minidisc players (75 minute limit), so it is easier to compromise.  However, the sound quality on this and tape 13 are much better on copies : given that the master is recorded using analogue methods using a D/A converter, then to MD by digital lead (no loss of sound quality) and to tape by standard connectors, using Dolby B NR. Also, by finding of cheap supplier, the stuff is now recorded on TDK SA90 Tapes, and TDK and Maxell MDs dependant on who you are, and alos the total time to record this should only be 6 hours of so. 


And why isn’t the new Oasis single on it: cos it’s pants. Pure and simple.  Personally, this sounds like one of the best tapes I’ve done in a while. It just flows.


As goes the time limit, well perhaps it might cut out some of the stuff you’re not so keen on, but given exactly the level of feedback I get, I wouldn’t know…(hint, hint.)

Also, all the tape listings are available on the net now: www.geocities.com/derbrookster/tapes/index.html.

So if there are any you don’t have you want, please feel free to ask.

REMEMBER : if you like the stuff that much, go and help the artist out by buying it. If you don’t know where to find it, ask. (With exception of JJ72 – I had a nightmare tracking that one down myself.)

David Brook, 64 Woodcock St, Sandal, WAKEFIELD, West Yorks, WF1 5LG.

Telephone : 01924 219588 E-mail : mat8drb@leeds.ac.uk

