13. Looking For Sparks

 December 1999

Side A

Closing Time – Semisonic.

The first song, and second single of the album, which can only be described as a slow burner in terms of sales – keeps dipping its toe into the top 75, always afraid to jump right in. But, despite a poor performance, the DJs seem to like this track.

Nature Creates Freaks – Cay

One of the few bands the music press were right about in 1999. They said they were one of the ones to watch and that they were : they’ll make it bigger with the next album, but will never get airplay. Third single from the current album of the same name, proving that Grunge is not entirely dead, just reborn.

Cave – Muse

This band does not sound like Radiohead, but that’s the audience it is appealing to in the large gap between new albums. A truly mammoth track, finished off with a nice bit of piano. And the album is even better.

A Little Discourage – Idlewild.

A bit of a quiet year for Idlewild, new album due early next year, and this single just goes to further emphasise that they are a rockier REM : they can construct the song well, and you can feel the music. Anyone who says this is repetitive has me to answer to.

The World Is Not Enough – Garbage

Garbage do a Bone theme, well, exactly like you would expect them to do it. Deep, dark, and seductive. As is now the case with Bond themes, it is not written by the band themselves, but has their production values all over it.

The Kids Aren’t Alright – The Offspring

People may be saying that they’ve sold out, and they’re just riding off of the success of Pretty Fly (For A White Guy) may be entitled to their opinions, but any band who take a club to fake statues of the Backstreet Boys when they are live are alright with me. Plus, this is a damn good track, with the lyrics a lot more meaningful than they appear on the first listen.

Oi! To The World – The Vandals.

Not much to say here, apart from this song is a evening session version of it, and has a slight Christmas-y theme. If God came down on Christmas day, he’d say …

Learn To Fly – Foo Fighters.

The song is good, that is self evident. But the video is exceptional – Dave Grohl and the other band members all taking multiple roles including a love struck teenage girl, two fat ladies, the pilots of the plane, a very camp hostess, and themselves, who do end up flying the plane. 

Teenage FBI – Guided By Voices.

This band has been going quite a while in the States, but have only just obtained a record deal here, on Creation, to release Do The Collapse. Very hard to get as a single, this song is featured on the Buffy soundtrack, but considering that also contains Hepburn, it is avoidable.

Gin Soaked Boy – The Divine Comedy
This is their last single on Setanta records, as they join the big league soon, and is a very upbeat record : a huge list of what Neil Hannon considers himself to be, or just him playing word games – who can tell?

Song For Holly – Esthero featuring Danny Saber

From the fantastic film Go – one of those films that does not use the soundtrack as a marketing tool, but uses it in the film, this is a dance-y type piece with sumptuous vocals laid over the top of it. Give it a couple of listens, and no it doesn’t work any better in context of the film, especially considering it is in the strip scene in Vegas. Don’t ask. Watch the film.

Once Around The Block – Badly Drawn Boy.

This man has been called the one man saviour of the indie genre. Well, they’re wrong. But this is a nice piece to round the first side off with, a la Elliot Smith.

Side B

…Baby One More Time – Travis.

No there can be no excuse for not owning a copy of this song. It was good to start with, even I’ll admit. So, for a laugh Travis covered it on Mark & Lard on Radio 1, and the cult classic was born. No it appears on most of their live shows. And this version manages to be both happy and sad at the same time.

Why Does My Heart Feel So Bad? – Moby.

A great cartoon was created for the video, and hence got it MTV airplay, and then so Radio 1. But without it, you may have missed out on this great piece of music, with the gospel choir over the top of it. It is also better than that description of it.

Ga Ga – Melanie C.

Personally, I can’t stand the woman. Yes she can sing (as she’s proved), but this whole indie/rock spice stuff doesn’t work for me . It is only because (a) this song is a blatant Garbage rip off & (b) therefore, good, that it ends up on this tape. Remember, its about the music, not the artist. (Shutup, David. Okay.)

Bliss – Tori Amos.

She’s back with a new album, therefore my love of her music forces her to end up on this tape. The first, and one of the standout tracks of the new album. I promise there will be no Tori on the next tape. Honestly….

What’s My Age Again? – Blink 182.

182 is the number of times  uses the work F*** in the movie  . Fair enough. A nice example of what the American punk scene is up to at the moment, although I wouldn’t really call this very punk.

Ziplock – Lit

Continues in a similar vain (even including Blink 182 in the video). The follow up to My Own Worst Enemy which slipped everybody by.

Sexxlaws – Beck

Beck at his usual eccentric self, this is just a nice groovy track, about relationships, but never taking itself too seriously. He, like most of us, doesn’t care at all about the millennium.

Moving – Supergrass.

If you haven’t heard this, I won’t spoil the surprise – suffice to say that it is almost two different songs sliced together. Remains melancholy and rocky at the same time.

Fairweather Friend (Live on TOTP) – Symposium

There are always first on Top Of the Pops (Anyone remember Bis being the first unsigned act to play on it?) – and just shock tactics, like Kurt Cobain singing Load Up On Drugs / Kill Your Friends as an alternative intro to Smells Like Teen Spirit. However, this track, got the first stage invasion in the programme’s 34 year history, which is surprising as it is not as powerful as a lot of other acts they’ve had on. But the good thing about Symposium is that they love what they do – you can always here that in the recordings.


You may notice that this tape is shorter – it does way in at 77m58s. This is now due to the fact that half the people I’m doing this for now have Minidisc players (74 minute limit), so it is easier to compromise. So MD people, you get two tracks in Mono, not stereo, and tape people, you just get a shorter tape. Perhaps it might cut out some of the stuff you’re not so keen on, but given exactly the level of feedback I get, I wouldn’t know…(hint, hint.)

Also, all the tape listings are available on the net now: www.geocities.com/derbrookster/tapes/index.html.

So if there are any you don’t have you want, please feel free to ask.
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