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Denver Citizens’ Police Academy Alumni Assoc.

January 2005

 DCPA3 Meeting
January 20, 2004 at Johnson & Wales University Auditorium located at 7150 Montview Blvd.  See attached map.  Registration begins at 6:30 PM

  Presentation starts at 7:00 PM 

Forensic Homicide 

Case Study!

Do you think you have what it takes to solve a murder case? Are you interested in death investigation and the role of a homicide detective?  This course follows one Denver homicide case from the call to conclusion.  The course is designed for interaction and encourages the student to assume the roll of lead homicide investigator.  The student will garner clues and information as it actually occurred and then work to draw a conclusion as to the true facts of the case.

This case is designed for both patrol officers and seasoned investigators with emphasis placed on the critical first steps at a crime scene and their ramifications later on.  This is also for anyone interested in forensics and homicide investigation.

WARNING - This course presents the actual photographs taken at the crime scene and at autopsy and is not for the squeamish.

A Message from SGT Murray
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“Happy New Year!”

Wow, 2005 is upon us.  Can you believe that we are now closer to 2010 than Y2K?  In any event, I hope your holidays have been as good as mine were.  We celebrated Christmas and with four kids it was a JOY!  You may not know that I live on a small ranch (40 acres) and I now have motorcycles buzzing around.  The horses don’t like it, but it sure is fun to watch.

Enough small talk about me – on to Alumni business!  In May of 2004, I was at a board meeting at the District 5 Station.  I was very new to my position and new to the board.  So we spoke about the future, about visions and dreams.  One of the board members told me, “We need a ‘can do’ guy.  Someone who gets things done.”  I took his words to heart.

For almost two weeks, your past president Di Holmes and I drove 658 miles around the city of Denver.  I delivered invitations to our January 20 meeting in person.  I wanted everyone to know how (continued on page 2)
important they are to the DCPA3 and the Police Department.  I told them that I wanted them back.

In all, we left, delivered, or mailed 477 invitations.  It was a pleasure meeting many of you for the first time, and I will never forget your thanks and holiday wishes!  I learned a lot from the people I met, and I am sure that we are on the right track and doing the right thing.

Our next meeting, January 20, 2005, at 7:00 PM, will be held at the Johnson and Wales University Auditorium (7150 Montview Blvd – just down from the Academy!)  Parking is free of charge and is off Quebec Street and 17th Avenue.    I was thrilled when Johnson and Wales agreed to host our meetings.  They have a large auditorium that will hold 500 people and were gracious enough to share it with us.  They have a community spirit and want to be good neighbors (we also owe Commander Jones of District 2 a big thanks for making this possible!).  We have offered Johnson and Wales 100 seats for their Criminal Justice Students in exchange for the space.  It will be a good idea to arrive early, register yourself, get a packet, and find a seat.  

Finally, after all the work that went in to this change, I sincerely hope that currently active members will be gracious and make the returning members feel welcome.  And if you are returning, leave your past frustrations behind, bring a positive attitude, and help us make this an OUTSTANDING organization.

I’ve done my part, now let’s see what you all CAN DO????
SGT. Matt Murray

Denver Police Liaison

Jan/Feb Speaker Biography:

SGT. Matt Murray

Sergeant Murray is a thirteen-year veteran of the Denver Police Department.  He has worked in Patrol, Investigations (including domestic violence and homicide investigations) and special projects.  Sergeant Murray is a court recognized expert in bloodstain pattern analysis and has assisted in over 100 homicide and police shooting investigations.
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Training Classes:

January 20, 2005 -  

Homicide Case Study Part 1, Sergeant Matt Murray

February 17, 2005 -

Homicide Case Study Part 2, Sergeant Matt Murray

March 17, 2005 -

Hostage Negotiation, Sergeant Jim Kukuris,  Det. Dave Belue 

April 21, 2005 -

Police Shootings, Lt. Jon Priest, Chief DA Lamar Simms

May 19, 2005 -

Denver Civil Service, Earl Peterson

June 16, 2005 -

Press Relations, Detectives Teresa Garcia, Virginia Lopez, John White, and Sonny Jackson

July 21, 2005 -

Identity Theft / Fraud, Detective Ryan McGinty

August 18, 2005 (Summer FUN event meeting)

Traffic Operations/Photo Radar, Sergeant Jeff Kolts

September 15, 2005 -  

Death Penalty Cases, Deputy DA Tom Clinton

October 20, 2005 -

No Presentation—New Alumni Board Officer 

Installation (by the Alumni Association)

November 17, 2005 -

Computer Crime Investigation, Sergeant Kirk Hon 

December 15, 2005 -

No Presentation -  Alumni Holiday Party

Tentative 2006 Classes

Domestic Violence Investigation / Dynamics

DNA Technology and Prosecution

Narcotics Investigation

Homeland Security

US Alcohol, Tobacco, & Firearms

US Immigration and Naturalization

The Denver Sheriff Department

Youth Corrections

Child Abuse Investigations

Nuisance Abatement

Denver Communications Center
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The Volunteers in Policing Unit has begun the training for all volunteers.  Several volunteers are currently working in various assignments within the department and will continue to assist the Denver Police Department with the valuable services that they offer. 
All interested parties should contact Sgt. Matt Murray at murraym2@ci.denver.co.us  or call 720-913-6193.  An application will be sent to you and you can begin your journey to support the men and women of the Denver Police Department.

VIP Opportunities:
Volunteers are needed for the following assignments.

Colfax Business Unit:  These volunteers will contact Colfax business owners with a Neighborhood Police Officer (NPO) to collect information about the business location.  This interaction will allow business owners to inform the Denver Police Department of critical site data.  Examples include the location of dangerous chemicals, medical information for employees, after hour contact information, etc. and other information that would help a first responder better serve the owner.  This information will be updated in a web-designed database for access to the Police Department and the business owner.  This assignment would be for 2 hours, twice a week.

Background Investigators:  These volunteers are responsible for the background investigation for all interested candidates for the Volunteers in Policing Unit.  Volunteers perform phone interviews with listed references for the volunteer candidate, visit with the volunteer at their place of residence and speak with neighbors that live around the candidate.  The investigator assists in determining who will be selected as a member of the Volunteers in Policing Unit for the Denver Police Department.  This assignment has flexible hours and requires a 5 – 7 day turnaround on applications.

 Cop Shop:  The District 3 Cop Shop located at 7150 Leetsdale Drive, in the Leetsdale Shopping Center and the District 4 Cop Shop located at One Broadway still need volunteers to staff their sites.  Both assignments have hours that vary from 11:00am until 6:00pm Monday through Saturday.

Districts One, Two, and Six are in the beginning stages of developing their Cop Shops and the VIP Unit is accepting applications for these locations as well.

Data Entry:  These volunteers assist in the District Stations with data entry skills.  Currently District Six and the Domestic Violence Unit are requesting volunteers to fill these positions.
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DPD Officer Saves City Time and Money with Creation of New Electronic Subpoenas

Every day in Denver, thousands of dollars and countless hours are spent sending notices to police officers alerting them that they need to stand by for a court hearing because their testimony might be needed.  Until now. 

An old, slow, expensive paperwork process using paper subpoenas has now been replaced by an electronic system that is the result of several years of work by a Denver police officer who just knew there had to be a better way.

Until today, prosecutors from both the Denver DA’s Office and the Denver City Attorney’s Office would issue a paper subpoena requesting an officer’s presence in court.  It had to be mailed to the Denver Police Department, and then distributed to the officer’s substation, and then hopefully it would be delivered in time for the court hearing.   On any given day, hundreds of paper subpoenas began such a journey.  It was not unusual for an officer to miss a court date because they didn’t receive the subpoena, or didn’t receive it in time.

Now, a web page with instant access saves time and money.  Officers log onto the website each day, check for any subpoenas, and respond immediately to the prosecutor.  A process that used to take several days is now instant, which also saves thousands of dollars a month in paper costs, staff time and postage.  It also reduces the amount of time that officers, who are “on the clock,” must spend waiting in court.

(continued on page 4)

The electronic process is also far more effective.  Prosecutors know right away if there are scheduling conflicts, less time is spent on follow up, and fewer court dates are missed.  The response from officers has been overwhelmingly positive.

The electronic subpoena program idea was born 6 years ago and was created quite literally from nothing by Denver officer Rick Stevenson.  As the court liaison between prosecutors and the police department, Rick was keenly aware of the problems and expense associated with the paper process.  He pursued his idea and enlisted help from others over the last several years to make the system a reality.  He credits Gaylan Kindschy, a police officer working in the computer division, for his help with programming.  Mark Creager and Gloria Suniga with the Denver DA’s Office became technical consultants on how to make it work.  Cathy Webber with Denver County Courts also helped as part of what became known as the Lunch Time Work Crew as they created the system in their spare time over lunch, after work and on the weekend.

What is the new Electronic Subpoena Program worth?  There is a commercial product that has come on the market that is similar to what Rick has created, but it would not work quite as well.  It sells for more than $100,000.  

Rick says his program can continue to grow as well.  Perhaps the next step would be to enable the system to be used from home so that officers can check court schedules even on their days off. 

Sonny Jackson - DPD

jacksons@ci.denver.co.us

720-913-6534
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Special Thanks

To Michele Wheeler, Anthony Thomas, Michelle Cross and crew for hosting a festive and delicious event for the DCPA3 membership and new graduates of the Citizens’ Police Academy.

A very special “THANKS” to all of those who brought items for the Annual Toy Drive.  It was a carload of goodies for some deserving boys and girls!

Next Citizens’ Police Academy

Begins on Tuesday, March 15th and graduation is May 24, 2005.  Find a neighbor or friend to attend!
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Newsletter Info

This issue of the DCPA3 was compiled and assembled in good faith by Correspondence Secretary Michael Bush.

If you wish to contact the newsletter “staff” please send an email to Michael Bush mbush@qwest.net  or send via snail mail to 2240 Bellaire Street, Denver, CO 80207.

Web Site Info

Please visit the DCPA3 website for up to date information, special links and contact information.

www.geocities.com/denvercpa3/Home_page.html
DCPA3

Board Representatives

President: Michele Wheeler

 1st VP: Michael Landie

2nd VP: Anthony Thomas Secretary: Kathy Strittmater

Communications: Michael Bush 

Treasurer: Paul McElwain 

Financial Secretary: Erv Meyer Historian: Sarah Foster Parliamentarian: Doc Walters 

Dist. 1 Rep: Sis. Jeannette Weber

Dist. 2 Rep: Sandra Bridges

Dist. 3 Rep: Stan Cohen

Dist. 4 Rep: Julie King

Dist. 5 Rep: Edward Copeland 

Dist. 6 Rep: Mary Ellen Lawrence
DCPA3 Dues

Dues are payable in the first month of the fiscal year (September) or upon joining the Association.  Dues are payable to the Financial Secretary (Erv Meyer) of the Association, in the amount to be determined each year.  

Current dues are $6.00 a year. 

What a bargain! 

Come Join the FUN!
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DCPA3 Presentation – January 20, 2005 – Forensic Homicide Case Study





Speaker SGT. Matthew Murray -  Johnson & Wales University Auditorium


 7150 Montview Blvd  -  Building #5 – College of Business





Registration begins at 6:30 PM  -  Presentation begins promptly at 7:00 PM








1. Welcome Center/School of Arts & Sciences�2. Carillon�3. University Amphitheatre�4. Chapel and Convocation Center�5. College of Business – DCPA3 Seminar�6. Student Union�7. Wildcat Center�8. Presidents Hall�9. Johnson Hall�10. Wales Hall�
11. The Hospitality College�12. College of Culinary Arts�13. Historic Treat Hall�14. Benefactors' Garden�15. School of Education�16. Open Air Classroom and Patio�17. Triangolo Hall�18. Gaebe Hall�19. Alumni House�
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DCPA3 Holiday Party 2004





New Citizens’ Police Academy Graduates 2004-03








PAGE  
5

_1148496238.bin

