Intro:

Site was originally built when I was doing a bit of freelance web design, for both information about what I do and as a demonstration of this. As it was advertising my web design services I obviously had to think carefully about the design rationale so hopefully it will lend itself well to a presentation on this too.

Choice of software:

I wanted something eye catching and memorable so thought Flash would be a good package to make it in.

File size:

Big images and animations, so file sizes can get large, mine was 148k. Not too bad but Flash, unlike HTML based sites, loads entire movie in advance so put a preloader at start for 56k’ers. Should load in bout 30-45 seconds and this at least gives them something to watch, they know something is happening and how far through the load they are.

Layout:

As I wanted something demonstrating good design as well as being informative, so the aesthetics were as important to me as content. For this reason the a lot of the page is given over to the graphics, with text being broken up into small chunks, presented in their own boxes, hopefully stopping pages getting cluttered and messy. Most pages have an introductory text followed by a link, which expands on this. Information I need on the site was an intro, about myself, about the kind of things I do, some demonstrations of this and my contact details. This broke down quite easily into four logical sections, with a page for each. There wasn’t a great deal of information for each section so I kept the page size fairly small.

Navigation:

I want the user to be able to find information on whatever as quickly and easily as possible so I kept the navigation very simple, opting just for a simple bar along the top, with the active page highlighted in white text and with an arrow. Same on every page. Kept it orange like most of the other site components.

Colour:

Thought orange was quite an eye catching and vibrant colour

Fonts:   

Kept to only two fonts, too many can start to look disjointed. One for nav bar, one for main text. Both quite simple, readable fonts. For titles, I used larger font size, and mixed in some bold and different font colours to highlight different words, such as ‘can do’ and ‘you’ on services page. Got the idea from some info on marketing text, always trying to relate it back to the customer and how you can help them. 

Sound and graphics (inc. file formats and compression): 

Background pictures were edited (for size etc.) in Fireworks (part of macromedia suite so integrates well with Flash) and then I used the export wizards split screen to balance trade off between smaller size and higher quality. 

Each picture had an orange element in it to add to overall look of the site. Also tried to make the picture relevant to the page content, eg cogs for the my work section, phone on contacts.

Animations there just too look nice.

Didn’t bother much with sound. Backing tracks can get repetitive after a while, without actually adding much and can greatly add to file size. Settled for a few beeps on button roll over. 

Audience:

Anyone wanting a website. Business people mainly at a guess so tone was quite straight/ neutral.

Guidelines:
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