Summary of Five Common Operating Systems – page 52 of textbook

Instructions:  Copy down the information from page 52 of the textbook into the table below.  Please note this table will be used as your study notes for your Chapter 2 test.

	
	MS-DOS

Microsoft Disk Operating System
	Windows 3.1, 95, 98, ME
	Unix
	Linux
	Windows NT, 2000
	Mac O/S

	Description
	Displays lines of texts on screen. User key in short commands to perform tasks
	Windows displays information on screen using graphics called a GUI (graphic user interface). Users use a mouse to point and click to perform tasks. Windows is multitasking, but is suitable for many users and a network at the same time.


	Unix is usually used by businesses or universities, usually not for PC. Multitasking, multi-user.

Uses text display, not GUI, key in short commands. Possible to lay graphics display, similar to windows.
	Descendent of Unix, and is very similar. More compact and can be used on PCs. A GUI such as X-Windows can be added to allow user to interact with Linux like Windows or Mac O/S. 
	Used by business as alternative to Unix

Like other windows, display using graphics and mouse. True multi-user system 
	Similar to windows, Mac O/S displays using graphics. Use mouse to point and click

Multitasking but not multi-user 

Macs can be networked and are suitable for multi-use



	Advantages
	Relatively little disk space required
	Widely used, so files can be traded with other people

Large amounts of software available
	Rarely crashes

Powerful, ideal for complex applications, such as engineering

-Doesn’t waste disk space

Unlimited ability to change desktop

Excellent system security

Ideal for multi-user networks
	Free 

Rarely crashes

Does not waste disk space

Unlimited ability to change desktop
	Run almost all software for all Windows versions

Rarely crashes

Ideal for complex applications such as engineering 

Does not waste disk space

Unlimited ability to change desktop 

Good system security

Ideal for multi-user networks


	Large amounts of software

Superior graphics capabilities

Rarely crashes

Cross-platform applications available and user friendly

	Disadvantages
	Frequently crashes

Not powerful 

Little software available

Cumbersome to use as commands have to be keyed in correctly

Inefficient file system that is difficult to use and understand
	Frequently crashes or freezes

Expensive

Disk space is wasted by inefficient file system

Limited ability to customize desktop appearances

Not suitable for networks
	Expensive

Limited software

Use great deal of hard drive space
	Limited software
	More expensive than other windows operating systems
	Expensive

Disk space is wasted due to an inefficient file system depending on hard drive capacity.


