Computer Storage

Storage Devices - Please complete the chart below from the information found on page 43.

	Storage Option
	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	1.  Hard Drive (usually C: Drive)
	-Extensive storage space

-Very easy to access information

-Fast access
	-Once it is full, you either have to purchase another hard drive or delete files

-Expensive

-Not removable or portable

	2. 3.5” Floppy Disk (usually A: Drive)
	-Small, light, and easy to carry

-Inexpensive
	-Little storage space (1.44MB)

-Easily damaged by magnets, heat, cold, or liquid

- Slow to save or read information

	3. CD-ROM (for reading CDs only) and CD-Writer RW (for reading and saving onto CDs)
	-Use a CD-ROM drive to read commercial CDs and CD-R disks made with CD writers 

- Use a CD-Writer to read all CDs, record onto CD-R disks, and erase and record CD-RW disks         

-Significant storage space (600+MB)

· Sturdy, not easily destroyed

· Small, light, and easy to carry

· Reads data quickly 
	· More expensive than floppy disks (but stores much more)

· It you already saved information on a CD and want to erase that information in order to copy new information on the CD, you need to purchase special CDs and have specialized software  



	4. DVD (digital video/ versatile disk) and DVD Writer
	-Extensive storage space (4.7GB to 17GB) 

- Sturdy, not easily destroyed 

· Small, light, and easy to carry

- Reads data quickly 
	· Relatively expensive 

· Requires special software and disks to copy over data


	5. Removable driver (Jaz, Zip, SyJet)
	-Significant storage space (varies between 100MB and 2GB)

- Sturdy, not easily destroyed

· Reads and save data relatively quickly


	· Expensive 

· Easily damaged by magnets, heat, cold, or liquid



	6.  Online storage To see example, visit InsighTs Student Page on <www.irwinpublishing.com/students>
	- Can be accessed from any computer through a modem or any other internet connection 

- Files can be shared with others with the click of a mouse

- Most providers offer from 25MB to 50MB of storage free of charge. A few offer 100MB of free storage 
	· May not be secure, not suitable for confidential files

· If the online storage provider goes out of business, the files are lost

· Files can only be accessed while you are online


	7. Removable drive
	- Allows a hard drive to be easily attached and removed from a computer like a floppy disk

- Almost as spacious and fast as regular hard drives
	 - Very expensive




Compressing Your Files:

Define “compressed” files:

	Large files can be compressed or “zipped” using a special type of “zipping” software that compresses all the information so the information fits into a smaller space in the storage device.


Give two examples of software used to compress files:

Two examples if software used to compress files are Winzip for windows and Stuffit for Mac.

