Finishing touches ….
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Homebuyers’s Top Upgrade Picks
New house purchasers splurging on customized kitchens, spa-like bathrooms Painted cabinets, stylish faucets among current trends, writes Tracy Hanes
Dec. 3, 2005. 01:00 AM  Toronto Star
Kitchen

Customizing the kitchen and simulating a spa in the ensuite bath take priority on new homeowners' wish lists. 
Those two rooms are where new homebuyers are most apt to splurge on upgrades such as granite countertops, hardwood flooring and custom cabinetry, according to the managers of three large GTA decor centres.
"Kitchen cabinetry is hot, hot, hot," says Cindy Kunz, manager of Tribute Communities' decor centre in Pickering. "Wood tones are still going strong, but we're seeing painted cabinets in creams and colours like greens and yellows. There are a lot of different colours and anything goes. People are doing what works for them, from very traditional looks to very funky, contemporary cabinets." 
Kunz says many people are opting to use a couple of different cabinet colours in their kitchens, as she and her husband, Wally, have done in their new home in Tribute's the Village of Brooklin West. The Kunzs have also opted for granite countertops, stainless steel appliances and slate and wood flooring. 
"The kitchen is a big place for people to customize their home," agrees Corey Libfeld, manager of the Conservatory Group's decor centre. "There are so many cabinet colours now, like cognac, espresso, burgundy and cinnamon." 
"There is a lot more custom cabinetry in the kitchen," notes Marilyn Rosen, Heathwood Homes' decor centre manager. "And we're seeing things like stainless-steel range hoods, apron-front sinks and glass and tumbled marble backsplashes." 
She notes the trend to warm, rich tones like sandstone, espresso, and for modern looks, ebony cabinetry. 
"We are also seeing a lot of accent doors on kitchen cabinets, like wire mesh or bevelled glass and things like wine racks," she says. 
Kunz says these decorative doors are also featuring ribbed and textured glass panels and for backsplashes, people are mixing textures such as glass mosaic, wood and stone. Rosen says the trend towards natural-looking products has resulted in ceramic tiles with interesting patterns, such as leaves or bamboo. 
For all the stylish flourishes, homeowners are also keeping function in mind, say the decor consultants, and choosing practical features such as pot and pan drawers and self-closing cabinet doors. 
For people who really want to indulge in kitchen upgrades, Kunz says the current interest in commercial-style cooking is spawning demand for commercial-style appliances in stainless steel and some buyers are also choosing to install a cold-water faucet which comes out of the wall above the cooking area, so big pots can be easily filled without being hauled to the sink. 
Home buyers who enjoy entertaining a lot might also add a trough-like sink to the kitchen island to fill with ice to keep beverages cool, says Kunz. 
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Granite countertops remain as one of the most popular upgrades and there are numerous colours to choose from, providing durability, beauty and lending instant cachet to any kitchen. 
A product that Kunz and Rosen identify as a growing trend is Silestone, a countertop material that combines natural quartz with man-made resin and provides more uniform colour and pattern than granite.
"It's seamless, it's beautiful and the average eye can't tell that it's not granite," says Kunz. She says that new to the market is "leather quartz," a Silestone product that has a matte finish, for people who don't like a high-gloss look. 
Silestone – seamless beauty
Hardwood flooring, which has been one of the top upgrade choices for years, has flowed into the kitchen, unifying that room with the family or great room that often adjoins it. 
"With the great finishes now, the floors have seven to 10 coats or varathane and it's not an issue if you spill something on them," says Kunz. "Oak and maple are still the most popular hardwoods, but cherry is coming on, and you're seeing new colours in oak and maple, like ginger and charcoal." 
Rosen says wider plank flooring is a growing trend and some buyers are also choosing laminate and cork flooring. 
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Bathroom
In the bathroom, buyers are indulging themselves by creating spa-like retreats. 

"The rain showerhead is very popular," says Rosen. "And so are frameless showers. People are taking advantage to show off the walls, and are using the same tiles on the walls as the floor, to give it a European spa look." 
Those tiles are usually slate, limestone, ceramic or porcelain which resemble stone, as "the glazed look is out. People are going for the natural look." 
They are also spending money on soaker tubs with multiple jets and two-person tubs, says Rosen. 

"People love their baths," concurs Kunz. "Jacuzzi tubs with air jets are a big thing, especially with baby boomers." 

Rain shower heads are very popular, she says, and the newest twist are faucets that hang from the ceiling "to give the true rain effect." 

"There are so many choices for faucets now, even in the kitchen," says Libfeld. "Moen and Delta have come out with so many sexy faucets." 

Libfeld says faucets aren't expensive and add a lot of character to a home. 

"Faucets are changing rapidly and there are continually new ones coming available," agrees Kunz. "Sleek looks and wall-mounted faucets are strong, and there are a whole range of finishes, like brushed satin or bronze." 

And even the most necessary of fixtures is in the spotlight. 

"I definitely see people choosing upgraded toilets," says Libfield. 

"They are choosing upgraded toilets which are a little longer that have a bit more style, especially in the powder room or ensuite bath." 

While the bathroom and kitchen usually use the lion's share of home buyers' upgrade dollars, other trends include cast stone fireplaces and oak staircases with iron or metal pickets. 

"There are a myriad of picket designs, in colours like black or burnt penny," says Rosen. 

And Kunz says another upgrade which is going over big with buyers is high ceilings. Nine-foot ceilings on the main floors have been around for awhile, but now 10-foot ceilings are being enthusiastically embraced. Such high ceilings allow for design details like transom windows, extended height cabinets, cornice moulding, etc. 

Rosen says if a feature or finish is seen in a magazine or on a TV show, you can count on a home buyer who wants it for his or her own home. 

"People are wanting a real designer look for their own houses," she notes.
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