12 Tips for Dating a House
Here are some interesting ways to estimate a home’s age if its building date is unknown. 

1. Toilet: A toilet tank or lid without a date stamp means it was probably manufactured after 1990. (Caution: The toilet might have been replaced since the house was built. This applies to most of what follows.)

2. Sink: Raised numbers on iron fixtures or numbers stenciled in white on the underside of bath, kitchen, and laundry sinks indicates the date of manufacture.

3. Gas shut-off valves: Gas shut=off valves on water heaters and furnaces often have the original municipal inspection tag attached. If it is still there, it should have a date (often handwritten  with the original date for gas-meter installation.

4. Breaker box: Look for dates on labels of the electric breaker box. If the UL or CSA symbol is on this tag, immediately below it, is the month and year of approval, usually a date within five years prior to installation.
5. Water heater: Most water-heater labels note the date of manufacture, though some note the date the warranty expires.  Yellow energy-efficiency stickers first became mandatory about 1970.

6. Heating and cooling units: Most furnaces and air conditioning units have labels with their manufacture dates.

7. Sliding glass doors: The home was built prior to 1960 if sliding glass doors are not made with tempered glass.

8. Rafters: Manufactured trusses became popular in the late 1960s. Rafters with centre-to-centre measurements that exceed 24 inches (9.44 cms)suggest that the home was built before 1960. Full 2x4 (inches) rafters, also rough-hewn rafters often eceed 24-inch centers and were common prior to 1945.

9. Fireplaces and chimneys: Brick face spalling (flaking) usually indicates a house is more than 40 years old. The lack of a damper generally means that the home was built prior to 1940. A chimney without clay flue tile liners was most likely built before 1945.

10. Water supply and waste pipes: Galvanized water-supply pipes were replaced in most locations with copper between 1965 and 1975. Cast iron waste pipes were replaced in most areas between 1970 and 1975.
11. Windows:  Check double-glazed windows (between the glass panes on the metal spacers for dates). 

12. Sidewalks:  Check for a date stamp. Caution: The house may be a retro. 

