
Scoring Rubric for Short Essay Questions 
Dr. Hong’s classes 

 
Achievement Level General Presentation Reasoning 

Exemplary  
(3 points) 

• Addresses the question directly 
• Responds in complete 

sentences 
• Responds in a clear and logical 

fashion 
• Uses acceptable style and 

grammar (no errors) 

• Demonstrates an accurate and 
complete understanding of the 
question 

• Gives a thoughtful and 
accurate answer 

• Provides one or more 
examples, analogies, or 
evidence where relevant 

Satisfactory  
(2 points) 

• Intermediate between “Needs 
Improvement” and 
“Exemplary” 

• Intermediate between “Needs 
Improvement” and 
“Exemplary” 

Needs Improvement  
(1 points) 

• Does not address the question 
• States no relevant claims 
• Is not clearly or logically 

organized 
• Fails to use acceptable style 

and grammar 

• Does not demonstrate 
understanding of the question, 
inaccurate 

• Does not provide evidence to 
support response to the 
question 

No Answer (0 points)   
 


