     Hello, my name is Denise Merkle.  I am 32 years old and a native of Long Island., New York.  I was raised by both my parents and have three siblings with myself being the youngest.  I am the only one of the four of us who graduated from college.  This is not to say that they are unsuccessful as they all have decent careers, just without college degrees.  Who knows if it was worth it for me to spend thousands of dollars for my education when they all get along well.  This is a question I ponder often but am satisfied with my decision because overall I love being a teacher.                                             
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Denise and Laura (older sister) on Mother’s Day 2004.

     I am permanently certified to teach history for grades 6-12.  Currently, I teach ninth grade Global Studies at Long Island Lutheran Middle and High School in Brookville, New York.  Global Studies is a very interesting subject that scared me at first, as it was foreign to me because up until that time I had primarily taught and studied American history.  Taking a few classes at Dowling College did not prepare me for the so many changing aspects of history.  Since then I have studied using the many resources that have become available through internet access and software products.  For example, there have many times I utilized a website that is available to teachers through Channel 21 WLIW.  The website has become one of my favorites because if you choose a specific movie you do not have to show the whole movie.  A teacher can pick a specific clip of movie and only show that short clip 

(Available:http://unitedstreaming.com/logins/login_unitedstreaming.cfm?unique=28D10BF8-BCD4-3197-39A234D21E51D672. ). This tool is especially important for students whose attention span is short.  The website provides movie clips pertaining to diverse subjects, which can include history, science, or even math. 
     Another software produce that has been useful for the classroom is the Interactive World Atlas.  As previously mentioned Global Studies was foreign to me and sadly, this included geography.  The Interactive World Atlas offers photographs, a database of world statistics, and a tool that customizes maps to portray the physical features, or population patterns (Interactive World Atlas).  Although these two resources have been important in my own learning there has been two essential tools that I have used for teaching and they are simply two programs, Power Point software and the internet.     
      Power point can be helpful for teachers to organize various topics, with resources that are available through software and the internet.  I have incorporated specific pictures into my presentations, which enable students to visually experience the period or central theme.  For some students this type of learning is crucial, as they do not have the ability to learn traditionally through reading comprehension or note taking.  There have been many studies with regard to learning and modern education.  Howard Gardener was an educator who outlined the theory of the multiple intelligences.  He claims that students all have different levels of learning, which are considered not right or wrong but different.  Some students are verbal/linguistic, logical/mathematical, or visual/spatial learners (Gardener, seven multiple intelligences model, page 1).  Whatever type of learner the students are computers and technology seem to go hand in hand.
(Students complete project with information collected from the internet.)
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     At Long Island Lutheran we have a technology coordinator who has been fundamental in the technological advances at the school.  He worked with Gateway to initiate a program for all teachers and faculty to obtain laptop computers at discount prices.  After that he set up all classes as Smart Rooms so teachers could use the laptops in their everyday lessons.  In addition, he set up two computer labs for the teachers to use with the students.  This enables student to complete activities such as web quests.   Web quests allow students to gather information in order to complete a larger project.  One web quest that my students completed was in coordination with China and its ancient dynasties (see above picture).  It was a fun project and even the lower functioning students did well because they were directing their own learning and fitting their own pieces of the puzzle.
     In the ninth grade classes, the first topic of the year we study is The Stone Age.  The PowerPoint software and the internet are helpful for this topic.  Pictures that I have obtained from the internet have been of Stone Age people.  The internet provides fun quizzes that allow students to compare their own aspect of their lives with the lives of the people who lived so long ago (www.regentsprep.org).  The Discovery Channel provides an important website for this topic as well.  In the past, the Discovery Channel had been important for television because it explored different subjects such as science and history.  As the internet became a popular and essential aspect of learning, the Discovery Channel formulated a helpful website to accompany their television schedule.  Students can enter the website and explore different eras in history such as the Salem Witch Trials, or the palace Cleopatra inhabited in ancient Egypt.  One historical show that has been important for my class is the story of Otzi.  Otzi was a Neolithic man who was unearthed in the mountains between Austria and Italy.  The location of his grave in the cold climate, enabled his body to be perfectly preserved thus he is the oldest human ever found and is crucial to the study of the Neolithic Age people. The first year I taught the Neolithic Age I referred to Otzi in my lesson  and had a few pictures of him that went along with a newspaper article.  The next year I taught the Neolithic Age I about found a movie about him that I showed the classes.  Recently, in the computer awareness class I was advised by Professor Morote to view the website for the Discovery Channel.  She said that it has plenty of information that is useful for educators.  As I was browsing the site there, he was my Neolithic hero Otzi.  The website provides real pictures of Otzi’s body, and pictures of tools, weapons, and clothing that were found with him.  This could lead to an extensive discussion of the typical life of a Stone Age person.  Another interesting link to this website discusses the mystery behind the death of Otzi.  Students love a good mystery so trying to figure out the cause of death can be fun for students.  Theories behind his death include freezing to death (hypothermia), and ritual sacrifice. 
(Pictures of Otzi’s body, fur hat, and copper ax)

Can be found at:  http://dsc.discovery.com/convergence/iceman/interactive/interactive.html 
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     In my opinion, technology has both positive and negative aspects when being utilized for education.  After reading the article “Computers Don’t Help Kids” I gained a clearer understanding of the impact computers have for today’s youth.  First, there seems to be a lack of so many essentials that a school must have but an abundance of computers working and non-working. . The lacking items in question might include staff, supplies, or proper building facilities..  In addition, when computers are purchased and then malfunction there is many times a lack of technology coordinators who can solve common computer problems.  Therefore, good computers sometimes go unused at the expense of the taxpayer (Computers Don’t Help Kids, page 1). 
     Another drawback of computer use for children is the simple fact that it has limited adolescent activity outside the home.  The United States has seen many studies concerned with child obesity.  Of course, other factors contribute to obesity such as the consumption of Burger King and McDonalds are seen a definite cause (Computers Don’t Help Kids, page 2).  Coupled with a lack of activity and a child will certainly be unhealthy.  When I was a child if we were bored or had nothing to do we went outside and played hide and seek, or tag.  I worry for my students because they always have to be occupied or you hear constant complaining.  I sometimes wonder does the technology hurt or help the students.  Only time will tell.  
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