
Since 1737
www.newsletter.co.ukThe pride of Northern IrelandPRICE 75p (IR 1.25 EURO) Saturday, January 17, 2009

All the latest
agricultural
news INSIDE

Why mini
tractor is a
big draw P3

BY GEMMA MMUURRRRAAYY
gemma.murray@newsletter.co.uk

CCEENNTTUURRYY OOFF SSUUCCCCEESSSS:: Looking forward to the Causeway Classic – a Celebration of 100 Years of Holstein Breeding in Northern Ireland– are

(from left), Keith Agnew, director at United Feeds; Malcom McLean, chairman of Holstien NI; Derek Nelson, regional manager at Allltech, and

Wallace Gregg, from Holstien NI. Also in attendance was Hunday Gilbert Dianna, a third calver belonging to Ian and Kenny Watson, from

Coleraine. The Causeway Classic takes place at the Royal Ulster Agricultural Society on Wednesday and Thursday, August 26 and 27, 2009. –

Full report on Page 7

CONFIDENT NOTE ATSEMEX CONFERENCEPages 30 and 31

PLOUGHMEN SHOWCLASS IN BALLYNUREPages 18 and 19

BY RICHARD HHAALLLLOORRAANNNORTHERN Ireland’s milk
industry has received a
major boost with the news
that EU farm commission-
er Mariann Fischer Boel
will support a proposal to
introduce dairy exportrefunds.

The matter will be discussed,
and then voted on, at next
week’s meeting of the EU
Dairy Management
Committee Meeting in

Brussels.“This welcome develop-
ment represents a major

step forward in the campaign to have export

refunds introduced,” United
Dairy Farmers’ chief executive Dr
David Dobbin told Farming Life.
“However, it’s not a done deal

just yet. Representatives from
each EU member state sit on the
Dairy Management Committee
and a majority vote must be

must be made over the coming
days to ensure that the UK dele-
gation at the meeting votes in
favour of the proposal to intro
duce export refunds. “

Fischer Boel supports calls for new EU scheme

Picture by KKeevviinn MMccAAuulleeyy//AAlllltteecchh GGrraapphhiiccssDairy exportrefunds boost
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52 PSNI
stations
‘could be
facing axe’
MORE than 50 police stations could
be under threat as a result of a PSNI
review, it emerged last night.

The proposals for the review of 52
police stations were passed to the
News Letter after Sir Desmond Rea,
chairman of the Policing Board, post-
poned a special meeting – due to have
been held on Thursday past – to dis-
cuss the potential closure of 16 rural
bases.

Last night, DUP Policing Board
member Ian Paisley Jnr said he was
concerned that some of the police sta-
tions up for review were in dissident
republican strongholds.

He said that his party was prepared
to consider closing some stations
which are not active.

He added: “But looking at the plan
of more than 50 stations in front of
us we are very concerned that there is
a pattern here where police stations
are being withdrawn from some of
the areas that are under severe

dissident threat.
“That sends out a poor signal of

withdrawal even though the police
reassure us about having more men
on the streets and will have more
service available when they use the
money [from the sale of the stations]
to that effect.

“We think the police need to show
us a better alternative plan than what
we have seen to date.”

The Policing Board said: “It is
expected that around 50 police sta-
tions will be reviewed as part of the
draft PSNI Strategy over the next
three/four-year period.”

A spokesman said the meeting, due
to be held on January 15 to consider
the draft PSNI Estate Strategy, had
been postponed to allow additional
information to be provided by the
PSNI.

A spokesman said during consulta-
tions over the last number of months,
serious concerns had been expressed
by the District Policing Partnerships
(DPPs) and local communities
around station closures. TTuurrnn ttoo ppaaggee 1100

Skating champion
Dempsey Andrews, 12,
from Belfast is giving
Zoe Salmon, inset, a
helping hand in her bid
for Dancing On Ice
glory. SSeeee ppaaggee 66
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Young
Dempsey
helping
Zoe keep
her cool

Railway Road, Buncrana,
Inishowen, Co.Donegal
T ( 00353) 7493 61144

Room Rate for 2 People

B&B Midweek €69.00
B&B Weekend €89.00

Quote BFSNO1

Save time, book online at
www.inishowengateway.com

All offers subject to availabilty.
Offers not available on Bank Holiday Weekends.

Complementary golf on
Buncrana Golf Club

(midweek,subject to availability)


