Unit 11

T 11.1
The first day of vacation

F = Flavia
C = Hotel concierge
F
Hi. I’ve just checked in and I wonder if you could help me.

C
I’ll be happy to try.

F
Well, first, I’m not sure if we’re near the CN Tower.

C
The CN Tower? It’s very close. It’s only about a ten-minute walk.

F
Oh, good. Can you tell me if there are any good restaurants nearby?

C
Lots. One good one is the Cafe Giovanni. It’s casual, but they have very good food and live music in the evenings.

F
Sounds wonderful. Oh, and I need to cash some traveler’s checks, but I don’t know when the banks are open.

C
Most banks are open from 8:30 a.m. till 5:30 p.m. on weekdays, but some have extended hours.

F
Thank you very much. Oh ... I’m sorry, but I can’t remember which restaurant you suggested.

C
The Cafe Giovanni.

F
Cafe Giovanni. Got it. Thanks for your help.

C
My pleasure.

T 11.2
G
Mommy?

K
Yes, Gabby?

G
I have ten fingers, don’t I?

K
Yes, that’s right, Sweetie. Ten pretty little fingers.

G
And Daddy didn’t go to work this morning, did he?

K
No, it’s Saturday. He’s working in the yard today.

G
And we like animals, don’t we, Mommy?

K
Yes, we do. Especially our cats, Sammy and Teddy.

G
Can I have a cookie now, Mommy?

T 11.3
Listen and check

K = Karen
A = Karen’s Assistant
K
Now, what’s happening today? I have a meeting this afternoon, don’t I?

A
Yes, that’s right. With Henry and Tom.

K
And the meeting’s here, isn’t it?

A
No, it isn’t. It’s in Tom’s office at 3:00 p.m.

K
Oh! I’m not having lunch with anyone, am I?

A
No, you’re free for lunch.

K
Phew! And I signed all my letters, didn’t I?

A
No, you didn’t, actually. They’re on your desk, waiting for you.

K
OK. I’ll do them now. Thanks a lot.

T 11.4
Question tags and intonation

1.
It isn’t very warm today, is it?
2.
You can cook, can’t you? 
3.
You have a CD player, don’t you? 
4.
Mary’s very smart, isn’t she?
5.
There are a lot of people here, aren’t there?
6.
The movie wasn’t very good, was it?
7.
I’m next in line, aren’t I?
8.
You aren’t going out dressed like that, are you?

T 11.5
Listen and check

1.
A
It isn’t very warm today, is it?

B
No, it’s freezing.
2.
A
You can cook, can’t you?

B
Me? No! I can’t even boil an egg.
3.
A
You have a CD player, don’t you? 

B
Believe it or not, I don’t. I have a cassette player, though.
4.
A
Mary’s very smart, isn’t she?

B
Yes. She’s extremely bright.
5.
A
There are a lot of people here, aren’t there? 

B
I know! It’s absolutely packed! I can’t move!
6.
A
The movie wasn’t very good, was it?

B
It was terrible! The worst I’ve seen in ages.
7.
A
I’m next in line, aren’t I?

B
Yes, you are. You’ll be called next.
8.
A
You aren’t going out dressed like that, are you?

B
Why? What’s wrong with my clothes? I thought I looked really cool.

T 11.6
Add the question tags
A
Ah! It’s so romantic, isn’t it?

B
What is?

A
Well, they’re really in love, aren’t they?

B
Who?

A
Paul and Mary.

B
Paul and Mary aren’t in love, are they?

A
Oh, yes, they are. They’re crazy about each other.

T 11.7
Listen and check

1.
A
You broke that vase, didn’t you? 

B
Yes, I did. I dropped it. I’m sorry.

A
You’ll replace it, won’t you? 

B
Yes, of course I will. How much did it cost?

A
$300.

B
$300?! It wasn’t that much, was it? 

A
Yes, it was.
2.
A
Did you pay the electric bill?

B
No, you paid it, didn’t you? 

A
No, I didn’t pay it. I thought you paid it.

B
Me? You always pay it, don’t you? 

A
No, I don’t. I always pay the phone bill.

B
Oh, that’s right.
3.
A
We love each other, don’t we? 

B
Um, I think so.

A
We don’t ever want to be apart, do we? 

B
Well ...

A
And we’ll get married and have lots of children, won’t we? 

B
What? You didn’t buy me a ring, did you? 

A
Yes, I did. Diamonds are forever.

B
Oh, no!
4.
A
Helen didn’t win the lottery, did she? 

B
Yes, she did. She won $4 million!

A
She isn’t going to give it all to charity, is she? 

B
As a matter of fact, she is.

A
Wow. Not many people would do that, would they? 

B
Well, I certainly wouldn’t.
5.
A
I think we’re lost. Let’s look at the map. 

B
Uh-oh. 

A
What do you mean, “Uh-oh”? You didn’t forget the map, did you? 

B
Sorry.

A
How are we going to get back to the campground without a map?

B
Well, we could ask a police officer, couldn’t we? 

A
There aren’t many police officers on this mountain!

T 11.8
The forgetful generation, part 1
Hi, and welcome to “What’s Your Problem?” How’s your day been so far? Have you done all the things you planned? Kept all your appointments? Oh—and did you remember to send your mother a birthday card? If so, good for you! If not—well, you’re not alone. Many of us in the busy twenty-first century are finding it more and more difficult to remember everything. Once upon a time we just blamed getting older for our absent-mindedness, but now experts are blaming our modern lifestyle. They say that we have become “the forgetful generation” and that day after day we overload our memories.

T 11.9
The forgetful generation, part 2
LeeAnn

Last year I graduated from college and I got a job in the same town. One day, for some reason, instead of going to work, which starts at nine o’clock, I took the bus and went to the university for an eleven o’clock lecture. I was sitting there, in the lecture room, and I thought to myself, “Why don’t I know anybody?” Then suddenly I remembered that I’d graduated already and that I was two hours late for work! 

Jerry

I live and work in Chicago. Last Christmas I packed my suitcase as I do every year and went to the airport to catch a flight to my parents’ home for the holidays. While I was standing in line waiting to check in, one of the people from the airline came by to check my ticket. He looked at it and said, “Thank you, sir. Your flight to Kansas City leaves in about an hour.” And suddenly I thought, “Kansas City? But I don’t want to go to Kansas City. My parents live in Arizona!” You see, when I was a child I lived with my parents in Kansas City, but they moved to Arizona seven years ago. I couldn’t believe it. I’d bought an airline ticket to the wrong city! How could I have been so stupid?

Keiko

A few months ago I got up to go to work. I got dressed and put on my nice blue suit because I had an important meeting. I’d been working at home the night before and preparing for a very important meeting the next day, and I remembered to put all the right papers into my briefcase. I got in my car and drove to work. When I arrived I looked down—I was shocked. I was still wearing my fluffy, pink bedroom slippers!

T 11.10
The forgetful generation, part 3
P = Presenter

A = Alan Buchan

P
Stories of forgetfulness like these are familiar to many of us, and experts say that such cases as LeeAnn’s, Jerry’s, and Keiko’s show that loss of memory is not just related to age, but can be caused by our way of life. Alan Buchan is a professor of psychology and he explains why.

A
One of the problems, these days, is that many companies have far fewer employees. This means that one person often does several jobs. Jobs that before were done by many people are now done by a few. If you have five things to do at once, you become stressed and forgetful. I think many people in work situations, at a meeting or something, have the experience where they start a sentence and half way through it, they can’t remember what they’re talking about, and they can’t finish the sentence. 

P
That’s happened to me.

A
It’s a terrible feeling—you think you’re going insane. I remember one lady who came to me so distressed because at three important meetings in one week, she found herself saying, mid-sentence, “I’m sorry, I can’t remember what I’m talking about.” This was a lady in a new job, which involved a lot of traveling. She also had a home and family to take care of and she’d recently moved. She had so many things to think about that her brain couldn’t cope. It shut down.

P
I can see the problem, but what’s the solution? How did you help that lady?

A
Well, part of the solution is recognizing the problem. Once we’d talked to this lady about her stressful lifestyle, she realized that she wasn’t going crazy and she felt more relaxed and was able to help herself. But do you know one of the best ways to remember things, even in these days of personal computers and handheld computers?

P
What’s that?

A
It’s a notebook, or just a piece of paper! At the beginning of every day write yourself a list of things you have to do—and it gives you a really good feeling when you cross things off the list as you do them! 

P
Well, there you have it! Thank you very much Professor ... uh ... uh ... ? Oh—Professor Alan Buchan!

T 11.11
Informal English

1.
A
What do you say we take a break for lunch?

B
Great idea. We can grab a sandwich at the deli.
2.
A
What are you up to?

B
Nothing much. Just sitting around, watching TV all weekend.

A
You’re such a couch potato!

B
Hey, give me a break. I work hard all week. I like to chill out in front of the TV.
3.
A
Quick! Give me your homework so I can copy it.

B
No way! Do your own homework!
4.
A
Did you fix the TV?

B
Kind of. The picture’s OK, but the sound isn’t quite right.

A
What’s on tonight?

B
Beats me. Did you look in the paper?
5.
A
What do you call that stuff that you use to clean between your teeth?

B
What do you mean?

A
You know! It’s like string. White.

B
Oh! You mean dental floss.

A
Yeah. That’s it!
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