Unit 4

T 4.1
Teenagers and parents
I = Interviewer
S = Sarah
L = Lindsey

I
Tell me, what are some good things about being a teenager and not an adult?

S
Um ... well, for one thing, you don’t have to go to work.

L
Yeah. And you don’t have to pay bills. 

I
OK ...

L
And you can go out with your friends, and you can go shopping, and you can go to the movies, and  ...

S
Come on, Lindsey. Adults can do all that, too! But what’s different is how much freedom teenagers have.

L
Don’t have, you mean.

S
Right. How much freedom we don’t have. I mean I always have to tell my Mom and Dad where I’m going and what time I’m coming home.

L
Mhmm.

I
And what time do you have to get back home?

S
We have to be home by 10 p.m. on weeknights, maybe 11 or 12 on weekends.

L
But it doesn’t matter because you never have enough money anyway!

S
Definitely. You get some money from your parents, but it’s never enough. And you aren’t allowed to buy whatever you want.

I
What do you think it’s like being an adult? Lindsey?

L
Well, adults have to worry about paying the bills and taking care of their family. They can’t do what they want when they want.

I
They have responsibilities, you mean?

L
Yeah. I feel more sorry for my Mom. She doesn’t have to work full-time, but she still has loads of different things to do in a day, like shopping and cooking and taking me to dance classes and soccer practice.

I
So, do you think your Dad has an easier life?

L
Well, I don’t know. He has to drive over 500 miles a week.

I
Wow, that is a lot. ... Sarah, tell me about school. What are some of the rules at your high school?

S
Oh, my gosh! There are so many! Let me see. We can’t wear makeup. We’re not allowed to chew gum. We’re not allowed to bring cell phones to class ...

L
There are millions of rules—all of them stupid.

S
And if you break one of the rules, you have to stay after school!

L
Well, speaking of school, I’ve got to go. I’ve got to do my homework!

T 4.2
Listen and check

1.
You don’t have to go to work.
2.
You don’t have to pay bills.
3.
You can go out with your friends.
4.
I always have to tell my Mom and Dad where I’m going.
5.
What time do you have to get back home?
6.
You aren’t allowed to buy whatever you want.
7.
We can’t wear makeup.
8.
I’ve got to go. I’ve got to do my homework.

T 4.3
Listen and check

1.
Where’s my briefcase? I have to go to work.
2.
Look at those dirty plates! We have to do the dishes.
3.
Pam and Chuck don’t have any food in their house. They have to go shopping.
4.
John needs to get an alarm clock. He has to get up early.
5.
I don’t have any clean socks. I have to do the laundry.
6.
My mother comes home late from work, so I have to do the cooking.

T 4.4
Planning a trip
B = Brad
G = George

B
I’m so excited. I can’t stop thinking about this trip.

G
Me too. I spend all my time just looking at maps.

B
What do you think? Should we take cash or traveler’s checks?

G
I think we should take traveler’s checks. It’ll be safer.

B
Yeah, I think you’re right.

G
When should we go to Thailand?

B
Well, I don’t think we should go during the rainy season. I’d rather go in February or March, when it’s drier.

G
Sounds like a good idea to me. I can’t wait to get going!

T 4.5
A new job

D = Dave
M = Manager
D
So, uh ... what time do I have to start?

M
Eleven in the morning or four in the afternoon.

D
And do I have to wear a uniform?

M
You bet. You have to wear the same uniform as everyone else—a short-sleeved white shirt, black pants, and a red hat. And a name tag.

D
So ... what do I do exactly?

M
You serve the customers. Remember—you must always be polite. You say “Good morning” or whatever the time of day, and then “Can I help you?” When they tell you what they want, you have to enter it into the computer, and when they’re finished, you should read back what they ordered. Then you take their money, and you put together their order. That’s it.

D
OK. When can I start?

M
You start at 4:00 tomorrow afternoon. 

D
Cool. 

M
Here’s your hat. And your name tag. You’re all set. Welcome to Burger Heaven, Dave.

T 4.6
Nationality words
the United States
American

Japan


Japanese

China


Chinese

Mexico

Mexican

Korea


Korean

Greece


Greek

Thailand

Thai

Brazil


Brazilian

T 4.7
Come over to my place!
Aya

My name is Aya. I come from Nagano, Japan. In my country, we usually invite guests home on the weekend for dinner, at about 7 o’clock in the evening. Before they come, we must clean the front garden and the entry way. Then we must spray it all with water to show that we welcome our guests with cleanliness. The guests usually bring a gift, and when they give you the gift they say, “I’m sorry this is such a small gift,” but in fact, they have chosen the gift very carefully. 

When the meal is ready the hostess says, “We have nothing special for you today, but you are welcome to come this way.” You can see that in Japan you should try to be modest and you should not show off too much. If you don’t understand our culture, you may think this is very strange. When we have foreign guests, we try to serve traditional Japanese meals like sushi, tempura, or sukiyaki, but when we have Japanese guests, we serve all kinds of food such as spaghetti, Chinese food, or steaks. 

When guests leave, the host and hostess see them out of the house and wait until their car turns the corner of the street; they wait until they can’t see them anymore.

Mary

My name is Mary and I’m from Columbus, Ohio. We like to have people over for dinner, 

and we usually have them come at around seven in the evening. We have regular dinners for our guests but sometimes, when we invite a lot of people over, we have what’s called a “pot luck supper.”

A pot luck is an informal occasion, so people dress casually. If the weather is nice, we’ll have it outside in the backyard. What makes a pot luck fun is that everyone who comes is asked to bring a dish of food. They’re given a choice: appetizer, main course, salad or vegetable, or dessert. As the host, I’ll know how many of each kind of dish the guests will bring, but not exactly what the foods will be. That’s why it’s called “pot luck”—it’s a surprise, having a dinner party and not knowing what you’re going to feed the guests! 

As the guests arrive, they put their dish on the table.  The meal is then served buffet-style, and drinks are provided, although some guests might bring a bottle of wine as a gift. It’s a fun, relaxed way of getting together with friends.

Lucas

My name is Lucas and I’m from Porto Alegre, which is in the southern part of Brazil. We like to invite our friends over on weekends, on a Friday or a Saturday night for a churrasco, or Brazilian barbecue. A churrasco is different in different parts of Brazil, but here’s how we do it at our house.

People come at about 8 p.m. and stay till midnight or even later—sometimes until two in the morning, when someone gets sleepy. People stay a long time; there is no set time for dinner to end. We’ll sit around and play cards or just talk. It’s very informal. If people want to bring something, I’ll tell them to bring something for the meal like a bottle of wine or something for dessert.

Ah, but what about the food? At a churrasco, we cook different kinds of meat on long metal skewers over an open flame. We make all kinds of meat: beef, pork, and maybe Brazilian sausage. Sometimes chicken, too. Then we cut off slices of meat from the skewers to serve the guests. It’s really delicious. We usually have potato salad or rice as side dishes. After the meal, we drink coffee or espresso.

T 4.8
Requests and offers

1.
A
Could we have the check, please?

B
Yes, sir. I’ll bring it right away.
2.
A
Could you fill it up, please?

B
Sure. Should I check the oil, too?
3.
A
Can I help you?

B
Just looking, thanks.
4.
A
Two large sodas, please.

B
Diet or regular?
5.
A
Can you tell me the city code for Seoul, please? 

B
One moment. I’ll look it up.
6.
A
Can I give you a ride?

B
That would be great! Could you drop me off at the library?
7.
A
Would you mind opening the window?

B
No problem. It’s stuffy in here.
8.
A
Could I have extension 238, please?

B
That line’s busy. Would you like to hold?

T 4.9
Requests and offers

1.
A
So, anyway, there I was, sitting in my boss’s office. All of a sudden, the phone rings and my boss says ...

B
Sorry to interrupt, Honey, but I think the baby’s crying. ... Could you go and check on her? And maybe give her her bottle? Oh, and check her diaper!
2.
A
May I help you?

B
Yes, I bought these shoes here two days ago, and the heel on this one is already broken. Can I exchange them for a new pair?

A
Of course. Let me see if we have another pair. 
3.
A
Will you turn down that awful music? 

B
What?

A
Will you turn down that awful music? Or better still, turn it off!

B
Oh, all right.
4.
A
Hi, Bob. Where are you going?

B
I have a meeting with the web designer and the programmer about our new web page this afternoon. 

A
Could you do me a favor? Would you mind asking the programmer to call me? I have a question for him about the budget.

B
Sure. No problem.
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