Unit 12

T 12.1
Sweet dreams
If I were a princess, I’d live in a palace. I’d have servants to take care of me. My Mom would be queen, and she wouldn’t work. I wouldn’t go to school. I’d have a private teacher. I’d ride a white horse, and I’d wear a long dress. I could have all the ice cream I wanted.

T 12.2

A
I feel terrible! My head hurts and I feel dizzy.

B
If I were you, I’d go to bed! 

T 12.3
If I were you …

1.
A
I don’t have any money. What am I going to do?

B
If I were you, I’d try to spend less.

A
What do you mean?

B
Well, you buy a lot of clothes, designer clothes. Stop buying such expensive clothes.

A
But I like them!
2.
A
My hair looks awful. I can’t do anything with it.

B
It’s not that bad.

A
Oh, yes it is. Just look at it.

B
Well, if I were you, I’d try that new hairstylist, Antonio. He’s supposed to be very good, and not that expensive.

A
Mmm. OK, I’ll try him. Thanks.
3.
A
I have a toothache.

B
Have you seen a dentist?

A
No.

B
Well, if I were you, I’d make an appointment right away.
4.
A
I had a fight with my boyfriend.

B
About what?

A
Oh, the usual thing. He gets jealous if I just look at another guy.

B
And did you?

A
No, of course not!

B
Well, if I were you, I’d forget about him. He won’t ever change, you know.

A
Oh, I couldn’t do that.
5.
A
My car won’t start in the morning.

B
If I were you, I’d buy a new one. Yours is so old.

A
I know it’s old, but I can’t afford a new one.

B
Then take it to a mechanic and get it fixed.

A
All right.
6.
A
My neighbors make a lot of noise.

B
Do they? That’s awful.

A
Yeah. We can’t get to sleep at night.

B
Have you spoken to them about it?

A
No, we’re too frightened.

B
If I were you, I’d invite them over for coffee and say that you’re having problems.

A
That’s probably a good idea. I’m not sure they’d come, but I’ll try it.

T 12.4
Ruth

I’m going to take a vacation in Mexico for a couple of weeks and stay in a beachfront hotel in Acapulco. Then I’m going to look for a job. I want to work in media—advertising or journalism would be perfect.

My sister and I are going to rent an apartment together, so we’ll have to start looking soon. I’m very excited about the future. And I’m also very ambitious!

Henry

I’m not sure yet. Some friends have invited me to go to San Francisco with them, so I might go to California. I’ll have to earn some money, so I might work in a restaurant for a while.

I don’t know what I want to do. I love France, so I might live in Paris for a while. I could make some money painting portraits in Montmartre. Who knows? I might meet a beautiful French woman and fall in love! Wouldn’t that be wonderful!

T 12.5
Ghost stories
I = Interviewer
A = Alice Lester

I
When did you first hear these voices, Alice?

A
Well, I was at home, sitting down, and reading.

I
And what did they say?

A
The first time, there was just one voice. It said, “Don’t be afraid, I just want to help you.”

I
But it didn’t say how it wanted to help you?

A
No, it didn’t. It just went away.

I
And what about the second time?

A
It was while I was away on a trip, but this time there were two voices. They told me to go back home immediately, because there was something wrong with me.

I
So is that what you did?

A
Yes. And when I was back home, the voices gave me an address to go to.

I
And what was the address?

A
Well, now it starts to get very strange. The address was the brain scan department of a hospital. I went there and I met Dr. Abrams, who is a consultant. As I was meeting him, the voices said to me, “Tell him you have a tumor in your brain, and that you’re in a lot of danger.” I said this to Dr. Abrams, but I know he didn’t believe me. Anyway, they gave me a brain scan, and I did have a tumor!

I
What an incredible story! Did you have an operation?

A
Yes, I did. And after the operation, the voices came back again, and they said “We’re happy we were able to help you. Good-bye.” And I’ve been in good health ever since. Now, what do you think of that?

T 12.6
Everyday conversations

1.
A
Excuse me! Can I get past?

B
Pardon me?

A
Can I get past, please?

B
Oh, I’m sorry. I didn’t hear you. Yes, of course.

A
Thanks a lot.
2.
A
I hear you’re going to get married soon. Congratulations!

B
That’s right, next July. July 21. Can you come to the wedding?

A
July 21? Oh, what a shame! That’s when I’m away on vacation.

C
Don’t worry. We’ll send you some pictures.

A
That’s very nice of you.
3.
A
Uh-oh! Look at the time! Hurry up, or we’ll miss the train.

B
Just a minute! I can’t find my umbrella. Do you know where it is?

A
I have no idea. But you won’t need it. It’s a beautiful day. Just look at the sky!

B
Oh, all right. I’m ready. Let’s go!
4.
A
Good luck on your exam!

B
Same to you. I hope we both pass.

A
Did you go out last night?

B
No, of course not. I went to bed early. What about you?

A
Me, too. See you later. After the exam, let’s go out for coffee.

B
Good idea.
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