Unit 10

T 10.1
Don’t look down
I have always enjoyed walking. When I was a boy, I used to go walking on weekends with my father. We went camping and climbing together.

I try to visit a new place every year. Last year I decided to walk a path in Spain called “El camino del rey,” which means “the King’s Way.” It is one of the highest and most dangerous footpaths in Europe. It used to be very safe, but now it’s falling down.

I took a train to the village of El Chorro and started to walk toward the mountains. I was very excited.

Then the adventure began. The path was about three feet wide, and there were holes in it. It used to have a handrail, but not any more. I didn’t know what to do—should I go on my hands and knees, or stand up? I decided to stand up and walk very slowly. At times the path was only as wide as my two boots. I stopped to take a rest, but there was nowhere to sit.

I began to feel very frightened. It was impossible to look down or look up. I was concentrating so hard that my body started aching. There was no thrill of danger, no enjoyment of the view. I thought I was going to die.

I finally managed to get to the end. I was shaking, and I was covered in sweat from heat and fear. I fell to the ground, exhausted.

T 10.2
I used to …

1.
Nowadays I usually go shopping on Saturday, and on Sunday morning I do yard work or play tennis. When I was a child, I used to play sports on Saturday morning. On Sunday the whole family used to get together for Sunday dinner.
2.
I used to watch TV and do my homework in the evening. Now I read, or I go out with friends.
3.
We go to a hotel somewhere hot and just do nothing. When I was young, we used to go camping. We went to lots of national parks—Yosemite, Yellowstone, the Grand Canyon …
4.
I was very athletic. I used to play everything. Baseball, basketball, tennis, swimming, ice-skating. Now I just play tennis. Oh, and walk the dog!
5.
I like documentaries and sports. When I was a kid, I used to like cartoons, action movies, and Westerns, you know, like Clint Eastwood or John Wayne.
6.
I liked all the usual things that most kids like. Ice cream, pizza, candy, soda. I used to love french fries. Still do. Now I eat everything. Except peppers. Really don’t like peppers.

T 10.3
Infinitives

1.
“I’m hungry. I need something to eat.”

“Have a sandwich!”
2.
“My CD player’s broken. Can you show me how to fix it?”

“I’m sorry. I don’t have a clue.”
3.
“Don’t talk to me. I have nothing to say to you.”

“Oh, no! What have I done wrong?”
4.
“Do I turn left or right? I don’t know which way to go.”

“Go straight ahead.”
5.
“I’m bored. I don’t have anything to do.”

“Why don’t you read the dictionary?”
6.
“Can you get some milk?”

“Sure. Tell me how much to buy.”

“A liter.”
7.
“I feel lonely. I need somebody to talk to.”

“Come and talk to me. I’m not doing anything.”
8.
“I’m going to a formal party, but I don’t know what to wear.”

“I think you should wear your black dress.”

T 10.4
Listen and repeat
frightened

excited

surprise

terrified

bored

exhausted

T 10.5
1.
I met a famous actor today.


Really? How…

2.
I spent four hours walking around a museum today.


Was it … ?

3.
I haven’t heard from my parents for two months.


You must be…

4.
Ann! I can’t believe you’re here!


Why are you so …?

5.
I failed the exam. I studied really hard for it. I’m so…

6.
A man started to follow me home last night.


Weren’t you … ?

7.
My computer’s broken, and I don’t understand the manual. It’s so…

T 10.6
It came out of the sky
I = Interviewer
C = Mr. Cooper

I
Mr. Cooper, you claim to have seen a UFO. Is that right?

C
Yes, that’s right. It happened about a year ago.

I
And where was this?

C
It all took place near my home in Nevada.

I
And what time of day was it?

C
It was about one o’clock in the morning. I was having trouble sleeping, so I was awake watching TV.

I
What was the weather like?

C
It was a warm and clear night and there was a full moon.

I
So, Mr. Cooper, what exactly happened?

C
Well, like I said, I was watching TV. Suddenly—all the lights went out. And instead, there was this bright light shining in the windows from the backyard. So I got up and went over to the window to see what it could be.

I
And what did you see?

C
I saw a bright light up in the air, coming toward the house. It was coming closer and closer and getting bigger and bigger. Then it started to land. It landed behind some trees.

I
Did anyone else see it?

C
No. I live alone. So it was just me.

I
What did you do?

C
I went outside to see what it was. Maybe it an airplane or a helicopter or something—I couldn’t tell. Anyway, I saw two forms, you know, two aliens, coming toward me.

I
What did they look like?

C
They were pretty small, about the size of children. They were dressed in green suits, and they were wearing green helmets with red visors so I couldn’t see their faces.

I
Did they speak to you?

C
Yes. The one on the right said, “You must come with us.”

I
Weren’t you scared? I mean, weren’t you surprised that they spoke English?

C
They spoke English with a funny accent. It sounded more like a machine talking than a person. At first, I was amazed and very, very scared. But then they touched me and suddenly I wasn’t scared anymore. I don’t know why. Then they carried me toward the light. But we didn’t really walk, we just glided over the ground until we came to the spaceship.

I
And what did their spaceship look like?

C
It was about 45 feet across. It was silver and it was very, very shiny. And there were round windows all around the sides.

I
Did you go inside?

C
Yes. A door opened and there were steps. So we went in.

I
What did it look like inside?

C
It was all black with lots of colored lights all around. I couldn’t see any seats or controls or anything. All there was was a central column going up from the floor to the ceiling, right in the middle of the room.

I
Then what happened?

C
Suddenly, one of the aliens pointed and said, “Stand over there.” So I went over and suddenly a bright red light started to shine on me. After a minute or so, the alien said “What is your age?” And I answered, “74.” He said, “Turn around.” So I did. After a few more minutes, the alien said, “You are too old for our purposes. You may leave now.” So the two aliens carried me back outside.

I
Then did the spaceship take off?

C
Yes. I heard a very high-pitched noise, almost like a scream, and the spaceship took off straight up in the air—zoom!—and disappeared!

I
So, what did you do?

C
The next morning I called the police and told them what happened. Then in the afternoon, someone from the government came to my house to interview me. He never told me his name.

I
What did this government agent want to know?

C
He asked me lots of questions about the spaceship and about the aliens. And he said, “Please don’t tell anyone about this. It must remain a secret.” I thought this was strange, but I didn’t say anything to anybody.

I
So, Mr. Cooper, why have you decided to tell everyone about it now?

C
Because I want people to know what happened to me. I think the government is trying to keep UFOs a secret. People have a right to know the truth.

I
Thank you very much, Mr. Cooper for sharing your story with us.

T 10.7
Mr. Cooper was scared.

He was very scared.

He was so scared!

T 10.8
Listen and check

1.
Their house is such a mess! I don’t know how they can live in it.
2.
There were so many people at the party! There was nowhere to dance.
3.
I’m so hungry! I could eat a horse.
4.
Jane and Pete are such nice people! But I can’t stand their kids.
5.
I spent so much money this weekend! I don’t know where it all went.
6.
A present! For me? That’s so sweet! You really didn’t have to.
7.
We had such a good time! Thank you so much for inviting us.
8.
Princess is such a smart dog! She understands every word I say.
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